Young KR soldiers

photos courtesy of DC-Cam




Young Tuol Sleng cadre

photo credit: DC-Cam




Outline of Talk

* Politics of Memory after the Cambodian Genocide

DK destruction/transformation of memory
Post-DK: erase / rebuild

PRK: political legitimacy

Intl community: “unfortunate events”
Alternative routes of memory
1990s/UNTAC: forgetting

o intl: calls for accountability

2000: Transitional Memory

oo Juridical/Trial

oo Historical/Gen Ed Project

Opens critical thinking question

o e.g., Who is a perpetrator/victim (all KR? Some? Photos at Tuol
Sleng)

o Prof Summer’s 3 questions (Producer; Audience, Message)



Destruction of Buddhism
(again photos from the DC-Cam archive)




The Destruction and Politics of Memory
During DK

« DK erasure of memory
— Historical memory
— Social memory

— Individual Memory



Evacuation of Cities (April 1975)

photo credit: DC-Cam




Cadre with worthless currency
photo credit: DC-Cam




Agricultural Labor during Democratic Kampuchea (1975-79), undated
photo credit: DC-Cam




Tuol Sleng (S-21) Prison
photo credits: DC-Cam




Tuol Sleng execution just before fall of PP

Photo credit: DC-Cam archive

"+ ECUTED PRISONER (BEM)
Hﬁ'ﬂEEﬁ prisoner in an interrogatior



Major Shifts in Politics of Memory

DK erasure of memory

PRK: legitimacy/war

Post-UNTAC national reconciliation

KR Tribunal/Trans Justice (present moment)



The Politics of Memory During PRK:
legitimacy/war
PRK regime of truth
International Narratives

Diaspora memory

Buddhist counter/narratives



PRK Regime of Truth

Need for domestic/intl legitimacy
Former KR

KR accuse PRK of genocide
Geopolitical 1solation of PRK

PRK “truth”: savior from genocide



People’s Revolutionary Tribunal, August 15-19, 1979

Redefine KR
— “Pol Pot-Ieng Sary clique”

Depiction of “Pol Pot-Ieng Sary
Clique

Dismissed as “show trial” by
West

World’s first genocide tribunal

Impact in Cambodia




The Politics of Memory In
Education during the PRK



Primary School Textbook
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The Killings and Racial Destruction [done by] the Pol Pot-
Ieng Sary Clique
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Torture at Tuol Sleng Prison
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Memory and Memorialization

The Tuol Sleng Museum of
Genocidal Crimes
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GENOCIDE TUOL SLENG

Auparavant le Musée du génocide Tuol sleng, était {un des lycées
de la capitale : "Tuol svay Prey "
* Aprésle A7 Avril 1975 la clique Pol Pot Ia transformé en prison e
plus grand "Cenfre de Sécurité" du Cambodge appelé : S.21 . Elle était
entourée d'une double muraille de toles onduléss  surmontée defils
barbelés trés denses ef électrifiés ; les salles de classe du rez-de.chaussée
et du premier étage étaient cloisonnées en petites cellules , tandis que
celles du deuxiéme étage étaient destinées a la détention commune.

ingénieurs , bonzes , Ministres et différents cadras de Pol Pot, militaires,

corps enseignants, éléves | éfudiants, diplomates,
elrangers.. etc...) yétaient emprisonnges et exterminées avec leurs

corps médicaux ,
femmes et leUrs enfants,

Un bon nombre de preuve évidentes révélent s atrocités etles fortures

des détenus, les photos et les vétements des victimes exterminées.
Nous avons trouvé les fosses communes environnantes et en particulier,

| Tes plus nombreuses situées a 15km au Sud-Ouestde Phnom Penh,

Das dizaines de milliers de victimes ( paysans, ouvriers , techniciens, *|-

[les plus barbares imposées par la clique de Pol Pot : les cellules en brigues *|*
eten bois , les instruments de torture., les documents , les listes des noms

Inthe past TUCL SLENG "o

school n thecapha, caled” Tuo%nyiﬁy highs

Afe e 7t Apri 1975 Pol Pot e hd nsomed
ino a pison caled 521 Seurty offie 21 i vas e Bgest
inKanpcea Denocac. v surouns i et vl
of corrugatediron, surmounted by dense barbed wires.

The clsstoons on the ground an te fist foor vere pirced
and divided into individual cells, whereas the ones on thesecond floor
used formass detention :

Several thousands ofvictims  peasants, workers, echicians
engineers, doctors mmmm.mmmmmm c
Cadre, oldiers of al ram,m n|

| nslvitagede Choeung i, distit e Dangor. Proicede K.







Unidentified prisoner, Tuol Sleng

photo credit: DC-Cam




Unidentified Prisoners, Tuol Sleng
photo credit: DC-Cam archive




S-21 photo: Chan Kim Srun and child, Tuol Sleng prison (5/78)

photo credit: DC-Cam archive
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Map of Skulls, Tuol Sleng Museum of Genocidal Crimes

photo credit: DC-Cam archive




Survivor (likely at post-DK remembrance event)
photo credit: DC-Cam archive
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Survivors performing ritual ceremony to bless the souls of the dead, PRK
photo credit: DC-Cam archive




Tep Vong, Supreme Patriarch (possibly weeping at the PRK tribunal)

photo credit: DC-Cam archive




PRK Regime of Truth

Education

Museums

Memorials
Commemorations/Holiday
Poetry/Literature

1979 Tnal of Pol Pot-leng Sary
State-controlled Media



Other Routes of Memory

Diaspora

KR / Western Diplomacy

Global Imaginary

Memories of Local Cambodians



Politics of Memory after UNTAC: reconciliation

Post-1993 proliferation of HR discourses & calls for
reconciliation

RGAF defection program

Hun Sen (12/98, NYT): “dig a hole and bury the past”
Khieu Samphan (1/99): “let bygones be bygones”
Education (textbook silencing; informal ed)

Debates

Role of Buddhism shifts

transnational circuits

Politics of tribunal
DC-Cam: global and local



Politics of Memory during the Tribunal Phase
(current moment)

* KR Tribunal

— Transitional justice

— rule of law, accountability, impunity

— “c1vilizing” ritual

— Historical Memory: Education project
o0 opens space for important questions
oo opens space for critical thinking
o €.g., who 1s a perp?
o ¢.g., Rwanda //s



A Paradox of Perpetration

How can people come to commit such horrible
deeds?

Folk Models of Perpetration



A Paradox of Perpetration

Perpetrators usually “ordinary men,”
people not so different from us

How, then, do we explain their genocidal
acts In a non-reductive manner?



