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Genocide Education in Cambodia

The Teaching of “A History of
Democratic Kampuchea (1975-1979)"

Seventh Commune History Teacher Training
Kampong Speu Province, September 1-7, 2011

Featuring special guest speaker Dr. Ka Sabunnath, Khmer Rouge survivor and
psychiatrist, who will discuss “The Impact: How History Teacher Who Were Victim
of the Khmer Rouge Teaching the Khmer Rouge History to the Students Who Are
the Children of the Khmer Rouge Perpetrators.” Dr. Ka has recently contributed in

a study: CAMBODIA’'S HIDDEN SCARS: TRAUMA MENTAL HEALTH IN THE WAKE OF THE KHMER ROUGE
(2011).

CAMBODIA'S HIDDEN SCARS:

TRAUMA PSYCHOLOGY IN THE
WAKE OF THE KHMER ROUGE
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A first textbook on Khmer Rouge history, A History of Democratic Kampuchea (1975-
1979), written by Khamboly Dy was published for the first time in 2007. This textbook
was reviewed by the Government Reviewing Committee and finally approved to be
the supplementary material for the teaching of DK history in secondary schools
throughout Cambodia. By now, DK history textbook was distributed freely to
students at Lower and Upper Secondary Schools across the country.

In 2009, in collaboration with the Ministry of Education, DC-Cam produced a
Teacher's Guidebook for teachers to teach the DK history textbook. The guidebook is
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designed especially for history teachers and on the purpose that teachers are able to
deliver DK history textbook objectively and pedagogically. In addition, the student
workbook is being finalized before going to the printing shop.

From June 29 to August 7, 2009, DC-Cam held a workshop to train 24 national
teachers from the Ministry of Education and 15 DC-Cam staff members on the
methodology to teach the DK history and other related topics such as genocides and
mass atrocities in other countries and international law. International and national
scholars were invited to participate and assist this workshop. In late 2009, DC-Cam in
collaboration with the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, conducted the second
national training workshop by which 180 provincial teachers received this training
successfully. In 2010, commune level training workshops were conducted with
participation of 834 history teachers from 18 provinces.

In 2011, DC-Cam and the Ministry of Education have conducted fourth, fifth and sixth
commune teacher trainings in Kandal, Phnom Penh, Kampong Cham and Kampong
Speu with 288 participants. The seventh commune history teacher training will be
conducted on September 1-7, 2011 in the Kampong Speu Teacher Training School
with 72 commune history teachers.

For more information, please contact:

Vanthan Peou Dara
Tel: 012 846 526
Email: truthpdara@dccam.org

Khamboly DY
Tel: 017 883 967
Email truthboly@dccam.org
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