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SEARCHING FOR THE TRUTH LETTER

The Documentation Center of Cambodia
(DC-Cam) is an independent Cambodian research
institute dedicated to the promotion of memory and
justice.  By documenting, researching, and sharing
the history of the Khmer Rouge period, we aim to
help Cambodians heal the wounds of the past. By
assisting in accountability efforts and teaching
principles of law and justice, we seek to contribute
to a stronger rule of law and to prevent future human
rights abuses, in Cambodia and beyond.  

To ensure that we can play a similar role for
many years to come, we are now preparing to
establish a permanent center called the Sleuk Rith
Institute.  The Institute will serve as a permanent
documentation center of Cambodia and include a
research and training institute, library, museum, and
media center.  Above all, the Sleuk Rith Institute will
embody and represent a permanent stand against
genocide, in Cambodia, Asia, and throughout the
world.  The name we have chosen for the Institute
reflects our core objectives, as well as our Cambodian
heritage.  Sleuk rith are dried leaves that Cambodian
religious leaders and scholars have used for centuries
to document history, disseminate knowledge, and
even preserve culture during periods of harsh rule.
They also represent Cambodia's cultural and historical

ties to its neighbors, as religious scholars have long
used them in modern-day Burma, Thailand, and
Indonesia.  Throughout Asia, sleuk rith represent
both the beauty of knowledge and the power of
human perseverance during times of peril.  

The Royal Government of Cambodia has
generously given us a large piece of land for the
Institute in Phnom Penh and entrusted us with a
broad educational mandate for the future.  We are
now working with top local and international
architects to design the Institute and have embarked
on a fundraising campaign to support the construction
and operation of the Sleuk Rith Institute.  This brochure
outlines our vision and our plans for the future.
OOUR VVISION FOR THE SSLEUK RRITH IINSTITUTE

Since 1995, we have built a reputation as an
international leader in the quest for memory and
justice.   Our mission has even more to do with the
future than with the past.  The Sleuk Rith Institute
will be dedicated to similar aims.  

 As a museum, the Institute will cherish the
memory of lost loved ones, foster reconciliation and
forgiveness, and show the power of Khmer culture
to survive and overcome the dark legacy of Khmer
Rouge terror.

 As a research center with a state-of-the art
library, it will continue our work in compiling,
organizing, analyzing, and preserving information
about Democratic Kampuchea and other periods
of grave human suffering. Scholarly research
at the Institute will promote accountability
and encourage a greater understanding of the
history of Cambodia and other places torn by
conflict and tragedy.

 As an educational institute, it will train
Cambodians and international visitors about
the lessons of the past and the principles of
law and human rights needed to build a more

PPERMANENT DDOCUMENTATION CCENTER OF CCAMBODIA::
SSLEUK RRITH IINSTITUTE
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promising future.
 Finally, as a media hub, the Institute will

disseminate knowledge widely and contribute to a
more robust and democratic dialogue among
Cambodians and others about the requirements for
a just society.

Education is the critical strand that connects
all of our initiatives. Even when the ongoing trials
of certain Khmer Rouge officials are complete,
research and teaching must continue for many

years if the tragedy of Democratic Kampuchea is to
be fully understood. Cambodians will only achieve
closure and reconciliation with a full and impartial
history of the period, and they will only be able to
prevent similar abuses in the future and build a bet-
ter rule of law by understanding the causes and
consequences of genocide.  The Sleuk Rith Institute
will play an essential role in these related processes
of societal healing and development.

Youk  Chhang
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In the name of wonderful ancient temple,
Preah Vihea temple is rarely study by the archeolo-
gists and Khmer historians. During this time, Preah
Vihea temple has become the world cultural
resource. Foreign archeologists will try to create
other research projects to study about this temple,
even though it has not a Cambodian partner. 

Khmer youth nowadays and the next
generation need to pay attention on studying
about Preah Vihea temple and other ancient
temples which are along the border of Cambodia-
Thailand and Vietnam. This study is to gain the
understanding for the Cambodian public about
Preah Vihea temple which is a wonderful place for
Khmer. It was built by former king to consecrate on

shiva of Hindu religion.
Nowadays the problem of Preah Vihea

shows about the worry of gaining understanding in
our country and research together between
Cambodia and Thailand. In the past, I have met an
archeologist and a historian, two Cambodian people
only who study about the ancient time. As for the
understanding of Thai researchers about Khmer's
living and constructions at the ancient time is far
develop than our researchers. Thai researchers have
spent a lot of time to study at about the last 20
years to 30 years by studying at Pimay, Phnom
Ruong and the study about the construction of
ancient temples in many different places, even the
small places. I hope that, the future Cambodian students

will learn about Preah Vihea temple,
other temples and they should escape
from French research and other foreign
influences in the last 100 years studying of
ancient objects research in our country. 

The studying and the understanding
of various temples value are the re-
establishment of entire Khmer identity.
_____________________________
Youk  Chhang  iis  the  Diirector  of  the
Documentatiion  Center  of  Cambodiia  and
Ediitor-iin-cchiief  of  Searchiing  for  the  Truth
magaziine.

PREAH VIHEA TEMPLE

Preah  Vihear  Temple
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SEARCHING FOR THE TRUTH DOCUMENTATION

After Democratic Kampuchea was established,

country was in chaos and entirely changed. Nobody

in the villages and communes dared to protest

against the orders of Angkar. Therefore, Leng, who

lived in Svay Toeu commune, Kampong Ro district,

Svay Rieng province, decided to revolt since he was

13 years old, because he was afraid that he would

get killed by the Khmer Rouge.

Tiehien Krom village was an area where the

Khmer Rouge troops controlled since 1973. During that

time, the situation in that village was so complicated,

because the Khmer Rouge propagandized the

youths to revolt. After deciding to stop studying to

his parents, Leng entered the young unit because of

the propaganda. “If I refused, Angkar would accuse

me of trying to escape and I would be killed”. Angkar

appointed me and other nine people to look after

buffalos. Each person had a duty to look after two

buffalos, under the responsibility of the chief unit

named Mao, who was a Ko Sang villager and the

commune chief named Ta Mi who was a Samki

villager. Leng had to tend the cattle from 9 or 10

o’clock in the morning to 6 o’clock in the evening

because it was not so far from where he was living.

In 1975, Leng saw a terrible event. He witnessed his

cousin named Ang and other ten people being

killed by Angkar.

In 1976, Leng’s parents were very concerned

about their son’s life after Angkar told them that

Leng was sent to work in Phnom Penh. They were

worried that Leng would not have a chance to return

home. After he finished packing his stuff, about

twenty trucks brought Leng and a large number of

people who were about the same age as him from

RREVOLT TO LLIVE
Lakhena Tat

DC-CCam  staff  shows  the  biography  of  former  Khmer  Rouge  cadres  to  the  victim  families



Tonle Bet River toward Nak Loeung.

Work  in  Ta  Khmao

Traveled for several hours, the truck arrived at

Ta Khmao which was a place for raising animals. In

there, they divided it into blocks—crocodiles, fish,

and other different kinds of animals. Leng stayed in

a group with other nine people. His duty was to

raise chickens and pigs from the early morning to 9

o’clock at night. After he finished his work, Leng had

to join the meeting with other groups in order to

report about their working activities. Leng noticed

that in this meeting, Angkar never admired about

the good work, they always blamed the people that,

“they were inactive workers, no majestic power and

very lazy”. In fact, Angkar hit one boy after having

been educated twice. Then, they arrested him and

brought him away.

Work  in  Chrang  Chamres

Three months later, Leng was transferred to

work at Chrang Chamres, Prek Pneou, under the

control of Tas, who was a commercial leader. At

that time, Leng thought that he wouldn’t be able to

make it alive, because people who were transferred

never came back. When he arrived, Angkar appointed

Leng to plant vegetables and raise animals like before.

But this work was busier than the previous one

because he worked around the clock and had no

time to relax unless he was ill. Leng described that,

“If it was not a serious illness, after seeing medical

staff and taking medicines, we had to continue our

works. Doing this made our people’s body become

thinner because of lack of food and overwork”.

Therefore, even though it was a serious illness,

Leng had to work, so that way he wouldn’t get

blamed.

During one month working there, Leng saw

Tas once when he came to examine our work once

but he never talked with him.

Work  at  kapok  peeling  factory

In 1977, Tas transferred Leng to work at kapok

peeling factory in Ta Khmao. There, Leng had to

learn and practice at the same time about the way

to bend metal, squeeze kapok, and the way to escape

from danger and label production which was taught

by the team leader, Voeun. Three months after,

Leng could do these works easily and was appointed

to be responsible on squeezing kapok in the group

that had seven members. This work was not so

difficult for Leng because Angkar did not limit the

amount of kapok to be done within a day. It depended

on the kapok that they had. But most of the time,

Leng could squeeze kapok about 100 kilos which

was equal to one sack a day. After squeezing, these

kapoks were kept in the train and transported to

China. Beside these works, Leng had to take kapoks

from the port (near Phsar Chas), guarded at night in

order to check the kapoks that they had transported.

Once the string tying kapok sacks was broken and

he joined the meeting to report about incident and

to find the way to prevent it from happen again.

Since he left home, Leng never asked the

permission from Angkar to visit because he found

that the requests of his colleague were refused many

times by Tas.

Back  from  home

After the fall of the Democratic Kampuchea in

1979, Leng escaped to Takeo province. Approximately

a month after receiving a letter from his adopted

mother, his father came to Takeo and took him back

to Svay Rieng province. When he arrived home, Leng

could hardly recognize his relatives because he had

lived separately from them for many years. Leng thought

that what he did to serve the revolution did not

have any result except the regret because of this

revolution that made his older brother lose until

nowadays. 

At last, Leng thought that only the Khmer Rouge

tribunal that could find justice to his family as well

as the entire population. Moreover, we could keep

it as the history for the next generation to know.

____________________________
Lakhena  Tat  iis  a  staff  wriiter  for  Searchiing  for  the
Truth  magaziine.
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17 April 1975 was victory day for the
Democratic Kampuchea regime. After taking power,
they began ordering regional cadres to search for
hidden enemies burrowing inside the party, causing
the entire population to live in fear and under constant
pressure. Most of those who were accused had the
same fate: they were tortured, forced to work
extremely hard, and were sometimes killed. The
Khmer Rouge can be considered an atrocious regime
for killing nearly two million of its own people.
Nevertheless, there were some cadres that had
good relations with villagers. For instance, Poch, a
former district chief of Democratic Kampuchea,
helped release many accused people from prison
and provided adequate food for villagers.

Poch has four siblings. His hometown is
located in Monorom sub-
district, Thpong district,
Kompong Speu province. In
1965, Poch was ordained as
a monk in Taing Khmao
pagoda to study Buddhist
morality and literature. Two
years later, Poch left the
Buddhist monkhood and his father arranged him to
marry a woman living in the same village.
The  Liberated  Base

In 1971, after hearing the call from Prince
Sihanouk to enter the Marqui forest and join the
struggle to liberate the country from Lon Nol
regime, Poch and many other villagers volunteered
to serve the National United Front army. At first
Poch was assigned to supervise farmers in Veal Pon
sub-district unit. In 1974, Poch was moved to another
unit in Kantaok sub-district, Kandal Steung district,
Kandal province. There, Poch was required to educate
people coming from the cities about revolutionary
policy and to coordinate food production for the

population of Veal Pon sub-district by buying corn,
rice and fish from villagers living next to the river
and organizing the villagers to do the farming. Poch
recalled that one day when the Khmer Rouge forces
and the Lon Nol solders were fighting with each
other, a little girl and a lady named Mom looking for
their relatives at northern Ang Snuol sub-district
were captured by the Kandal Steung district liberated
army. Because they used to live in enemy (Lon Nol)
area they were accused of being hidden enemies
burrowing from the base area. Because Poch had
known both of them and realized they would be
subject to cruel torture, he went and vouched for them.
Angkar's  Appointment  

After its victory in 1975, Angkar appointed
Poch deputy chief of Sa-ang district where he was
responsible for supervising farmers. Meanwhile,
because his wife had passed away, Angkar
arranged Poch to marry a new wife named Sol who
came from Kandal Steung district and they had a
baby. Seven months later, Angkar sent Poch to
Taing Kok district, Region 42 of the Central Zone.
Although Angkar required Poch to note down the
names of 17 April people who stole potatoes and
rice, or who came to work irregularly, Poch never
reported their names to the regional rank or central
rank cadres. Because all of them had been evacuated
from different places he was not able to distinguish
their background clearly and was afraid of accusing
innocent people. 

As a consequence, Poch's position was
downgraded to deputy chief. Then he was assigned
to control the farmers. Surprisingly, in just a short
period of time Poch's unit produced hundreds of
thousands of tons of rice for the whole sub-district.
Poch was not strict; he usually advised lower-ranking
cadres that "the higher-ranking cadres only order us
to investigate those who have acted against Angkar,

ARE ALL THE KHMER ROUGE CADRES BAD?
Bunthorn Som

Poch



not to punish people for their small mistakes." The
day after Poch learned that Krel sub-district militias
had arrested female and male youth while they
were stealing rice and chickens, he called the
Khmer Rouge militias and cooperative chiefs
together and told them, "When you are hungry, you
can eat, yet when they were famished and stole
something to eat, you arrested and threatened
them, next time please do not do that." Later, Poch
held a meeting and told the villagers, "You are 17
April people, but that does not mean you always
have to make mistakes. To avoid making them, just
try not to say anything related to Angkar."  
New  Duty  

In 1977, Poch was sent to Baray district,
where he took charge of canal construction at Kom
Peuy village, Chang Daung sub-district. Over ten
thousand people were working at the construction
site. Because the workers were able to complete
their work in conformity with the regional and zone
plan, every ten days Poch allowed all villagers to
visit their houses. Once when Poch was working at
the construction site, his deputy held a meeting and
said, "Those who break the ploughs, farming tools,
carts, and those who do not go to work are Angkar's
enemies." This speech scared all the people. After
hearing about it, Poch met with the approximately
600 villagers in the sub-district and explained to
them that "the lack of potatoes and rice is because
we are poor; the plough breaks because it hits
rocks and wood inside the earth; we are not guilty."
He added that "any of you can grow plants such as
corns, potatoes, vegetables or raise animals in your
own house so that you can eat when you are hungry."
The villagers appreciated his words. For this reason,
they all tried to work hard and produced a surplus.
Many villagers loved Poch, but some cadres did not
like him, so they reported all Poch's action to the
higher-ranking cadres. However, Poch completed
all his work in accordance to Angkar's plan so he
was not charged. 

Once Poch discovered that some people in
his group were former teachers. He gathered them

together and trained them about the Angkar's policies,
and then he permitted them to go back. Poch
reported a few guilty people's names to his super-
visors, but no matter how big villagers' mistakes,
Poch never reported them to his supervisors.  For
example, when Poch discovered those who had
stolen rice, potatoes and Angkar's equipment, and
made palm juice secretly, he only warned, "Do not
do that again; you can drink palm juice but not too
much, so in case the regional cadres find out we
can tell them that we drank it for curing diseases."
Another time, Poch saw about ten villagers in O
Suosdey village, Baray sub-district praying for their
relatives who had passed away. He did not blame
them but instead stopped his motorbike and told
them, "You all know about the situation now, be
careful with incense; if Angkar notices the smoke all
of you will be accused." He added, "You can pray
for the dead body, but you need to close the door,
and as soon as you finish, bring your relatives' bodies
to bury." 

In meetings, Poch always suggested that the
upper ranking cadres should not accuse male and
female adults because of what they said. Every year
Angkar called for districts, and regional chiefs to
have a meeting in Phnom Penh presided over by
Noun Chea. The meeting was about why the coop-
eratives were created and committee's principles.
In the meeting, Noun Chea said, "Leadership is just
like separating twisted fibers. We can not use the
scissor or the knife to break them; if we do so it will
cause more trouble." Poch used this opportunity to
express his idea that "the practices in each region
and zone are different from Angkar's principle, if we
often charge and kill the villagers, it may affect their
relatives who are not guilty."
Order  from  Upper  Ranking  Supervisors

In 1978, Poch ordered a messenger to distribute
rice to people who were didn't have food. Later,
regional cadres visited and asked him, "Why did not
you dismiss the old cadres?" Poch responded, "All
the cadres have managed the villagers well and
never acted against Angkar; if you don't believe me,
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you can ask my deputy and other lower ranking
cadres." Because Poch did not pull out the cadres
in accordance to Angkar's orders, higher ranking
officials came to remove Denh and his deputy
named Chhorn from Baray district, telling them that
"the two of you will be sent to a new region, supervised
by Oeun."

In early 1979, Poch brought his family and
relatives to Boh Pong forest, Baray Leu district. Soon
afterward his wife, Sol, and two of their children
died of malaria. Then Poch was appointed Baray
district chief responsible for receiving KR forces
from various sub-districts. After seeing numerous
injured and dead soldiers, Poch announced, "Those
who are not able to tolerate the conditions here
can go back, and those who can stand the situation
can stay." In 1980, Poch was assigned to control the
forces in Kampong Cham and Kampong Thom
province. Afterward, Ke Pauk came to supervise the
soldiers himself and selected Poch to be his under-

secretary. Poch also became responsible for persuading
people to join the Khmer Rouge forces. 

In 1987, while Poch was fighting on the
battlefield in O'Angkrang village, Khvav sub-district,
Chikreng district of Siem Reap province, he stepped
on a mine and was sent for treatment at O'Trav Ko
7 Camp. As a result he lost a leg. After recovering,
he was appointed to manage seventeen families of
Khmer Rouge soldiers. Eventually, his commander
was captured by the government's forces, so Poch
fled to live with the villagers. Because Poch had
done good deeds, some people gave him rice,
dried and salted fish, and helped to hide his back-
ground as a former Khmer Rouge cadre. To date,
villagers in Baray and Taing Kok districts still visit
him sometimes.

____________________________
Bunthorn  Som  iis  a  staff  wriiter  for  Searchiing  for  the
Truth  magaziine.
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PUBLIC INFORMATION ROOM
DC-Cam’s Public Information Room (PIR) is open to students, researchers, government and non-government

organizations, and interested members of the public who want to learn more about the history of Democratic

Kampuchea and the developments of the coming Khmer Rouge tribunal.

DC-Cam is the largest repository of primary materials on Democratic Kampuchea. Through the PIR, the

public can read the documents and use them for research. The documents in our possession include biographies,

confessions, party records, correspondence, and interview transcripts. We also have a database that can be

used to find information on mass graves, prisons, and genocide memorial sites throughout Cambodia.

The PIR offers four services:

1. Library: Through our library, the public can read documents, books and magazine, listen to tapes,

watch documentary films, and view photographs held at DC-Cam, the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum, National

Archives and other locations.

2. Educational Center: DC-Cam shows documentary films and offers lectures on Khmer Rouge history,

the tribunal, and other related subjects.

3. Tribunal Response Team: Our document and legal advisors provide research assistance to the tri-

bunal’s legal experts from both Cambodia and the United Nations, as well as to the public.

Khmer Rouge documentary films are shown every Tuesday and Thursday at 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.

The PIR is located at House 66, Preah Sihanouk Blvd, east of the Independence Monument. It is open

to the public from Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 2 to 5 p.m. For more information or if you want

to arrange a group event, please contact our staff, Savina Sirik, at 023 211 875. Thank you.
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Khieu  Samphan's  Speech  at  Anniversary  Meeting
Phnom  Penh  home  service  2300  gmt  15  April  77

Text of recorded speech by Khieu Samphan,
President of the State Presidium of Democratic
Cambodia, at 15th April mass meeting in Phnom
Penh marking the second anniversary of the 17th
April victory and the birth of Democratic Cambodia.

Allow me to express the most profound
salutations to all friends present here today at this
meeting to celebrate, along with our people
throughout the country, the second anniversary of
our great 17th April victory, the second anniversary
of the birth of our Democratic Cambodia and the
festival of our traditional New Year.

This triple occasion reminds us of the sublime
heroism of our workers, peasants and revolutionary
army. On this occasion we meditate with great
emotion and profound revolutionary sentiments on
our late worker-peasant heroes and the comrades-
in-arms, male and female combatants and cadres,
who made all kinds of sacrifices in the arduous,
complicated, tortuous and difficult struggle until the
country was completely and definitively liberated
and until the complete and definitive liberation of
the worker-peasants class which has now become
the true master of the country and of its own destiny.

At all times, and particularly on this occasion,
we always ask ourselves whether we have anything

with which to repay the good service rendered by
our heroes, our comrades-in-arms, male and female
combatants and cadres, who courageously sacrificed
their lives for all the cause of liberating the nation and
people. To repay the good service of our heroes, all
of us firmly pledge before the memory of our people
and army to carry on the tradition left behind by our
heroes who fought courageously in the recent past.
We pledge to carry out diligently all revolutionary
tasks of our heroes in order to contribute, along
with our people throughout the country, to defending
the nation, preserving our worker-peasant adminis-
tration, protecting our revolutionary gains and
building our Democratic Cambodia to the best of
our ability. We pledge to fulfil this task with a high
sense of responsibility, exerting our utmost efforts
to carry it out successfully. 

The blood shed by our people and revolutionary
army will certainly impel all of us further to strengthen
and develop our revolutionary stand, transforming
it in to a greater force in performing revolutionary
duties during the current era. Now, after driving out
all US imperialists and their lackeys of all stripes
from our country, our workers and peasants and
our revolutionary army have become undisputable
masters of our country and administration. During
the past two years, under the correct and clear-sighted
leadership of our revolutionary organization, our

workers and peasants and revolutionary army
have scored many other great achievements,
especially those which clearly attest to our great
capability, both in the field of defending our
country and administration and in the field of
comprehensive national rehabilitation based on
the principles of independence and self-reliance.

The comprehensive victories won during
the past two years were of a militant, significant
and audacious character and were achieved
through persistent struggle over a thousand and

DDEVELOPMENT IN CCAMBODIA
D29015
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one obstacles. In the field of defending Democratic
Cambodia revolutionary fruits, we were able to do so
completely, exercising mastery and without
complications or worries, since our army, with the
co-operation of our union workers, co-operative
peasants and various bases, had allowed no enemy to
infiltrate our territory or territorial waters or to sabotage
our Cambodian revolutions, whether from outside
or from within. 

Not only did we succeed in the defending
Democratic Cambodia and protecting the worker-
peasant administration, but we manage to defend
everything belonging to us and even to create much
better and more reliable conditions for future
defence tasks. Our national defence situation is
improving each year. In particular, the situation in
1977 is fat better than that in 1976, thus allowing
us to strengthen and further expand our worker-
peasant administration.

Immediately after liberation, when we suffered
untold difficulties as we had just emerged from the
devastating US imperialists' war, the enemy failed
to cause us any serious trouble. Today, the enemy
certainly cannot do us any harm. This is our firm
belief, stemming from concrete, practical evidence.
However, we must carry on the task of defending
our democratic Cambodia, protecting our worker-
peasant administration and preserving the fruits of
our Cambodia revolution by resolutely suppressing
all categories of enemies, preventing them from
committing aggression, interference of subversion
against us. We must wipe out the enemy in our
capacity as masters of the situation, following the
lines of domestic policy, foreign policy and military
policy of our revolution organization. Everything
must be done neatly and thoroughly. We must not
become absent-minded, careless of forgetful
because of past victories. On the contrary, we must
further steel ourselves, remain alert, constantly
maintain the spirit of revolutionary vigilance and
continue to fight and suppress all stripes of enemy
at all times.

In the field of nation building, we have also

achieved important victories during the past two
years. Shortly after we emerged from the war, we
empty-handed and deprived of food, tools and cat-
tle. We suffered untold hardships. Still, we succeeded
in restoring the economy and rebuilding the country
independently and self-reliantly.

This is a great lesson, a great experience. In
1976 we managed to solved our problems and fulfil
the production plan. As a result, we harvested a
good crop for 1977. Now we can feed our people a
sufficient ration allocated by the State. We even
have a surplus of grain for export. Therefore, this
should be recorded in our history. We have manage
to prevail because we adhere to the stand of complete
self-reliance and independence and to our high
sense of patriotism and lofty revolutionary spirit.

Let us consider the results of the implemen-
tation of the first three months of our revolutionary
organization's 1977 plan. We can see that the
results far exceed those of 1976. Our people have
become more enthusiastic and seething in their
struggle to build the country. First, our workers and
peasants are increasingly content with their new
administration. THe poor and lower-middle peasants
are content; so are the middle peasants. Beside
this, those of the other classes from Phnom Penh
who are also patriotic, now see more clearly that
this administration is correct, highly patriotic and
independent. They become increasingly aware that
this administration is not easy. They know that this
road is certainly not strewn with roses, and short-
comings are not unknown, but it is and honourable,
noble road. Therefore, they become determined.

For this reason, profound changes have
occured in our national society. Along with this, our
forces are increasing; food is sufficient; the people'
health is better than before; there are more drugs
and medicines that before; the cattle herd is larger
than in 1976; various tools and equipment are bet-
ter and more disciplined; work is carried out better
through shifts and schedules and there are rest
hours to enable workers to renew their strength.

Therefore, the thrust to build our country in
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1977 is more powerful than in 1976. Some of our
aggressive production corps have already fulfilled
the 1977 plan, such as the salt production corps.
This corps is fulfilling the 1977 plan by 160%.
Therefore, we now have sufficient salt to meet the
needs of our people. Salt is one of the strategic
products which used to give us difficulty. Now, we
can solve this difficulty. This is another great victory
we have achieved. 

Another progressive corps is that of rubber
production. This corps has already fulfiled its quarterly
plan 100%. Rubber is an important product for export.
It is second only to rice as a hard-currency earner to
tinance our nation building efforts. Therefore, the
efficient implementation of our revolutionary
organization's 1977 plan should be seen as another
great victory for us. 

Furthermore, at every construction site where
dams are being built and reservoirs and ditches are
dug, many corps have already finished their 1977
plans. They are now helping other units to complete
their work on other fronts. These progressive corps
can be seen in every region, sector and district. So
far, many construction sites will fulfiled from 60%
to 70% of work. At this rate, several canal-digging
projects will be 100% completed by the end of
April. Across the nation, all construction sites will
fulfil the 1977 plan by the end of May. These projects
include dams for watering the fields all the year
round and containing the water of Prek Thnot,
Chinit and other streams. Moreover, we have built
or are building large reservoirs of hundreds of
millions of cubic metres and medium and small
reservoirs of 20,000,000 cu.m. and 10,000,000
cu.m. respectively. At the same time, we are also
building many pumping stations.

Therefore, we can see that our countryside is
undergoing tremendous changes. Each construction
site of a reservoir, canal or dam is manned by as many
as 10,000, 20,000 or even 30,000 workers. For this
reason, the work progresses quickly. In our Cambodian
countryside, the months of March and April used to
be very dry. In many places there now flourish

thousands of hectares of dry season rice; water is
flowing freely; and with water, the scenery is fresh,
the plants are fresh, life is fresh and people smiling. 

The movement to collect fertilizer is also gaining
great momentum. There are alluvial. We are alluvial,
animal, vegetable, and other type of fertilizer and
fat because we have organized forces to take better
care of them than last year. These forces are employed
to look for grass, build stable and maintain smoking
logs [to keep mosquitoes away from cattle at night].
If our cattle work hard, we can build our country
rapidly since we use no machines to fulfil our tasks.
We rely on power of cattle and buffalo- this and our
stand of independence and self-reliance. Later,
when we have much bigger funds, we will get the
machines gradually to help our forces. At the same
time, we will strive to build various tools and
machines ourselves. We will go from having nothing
to having something, from little to plenty and from
small to big. This is the nation-building line of our
revolutionary organization, a line that is independent
and self-reliance. Great progress has also been made
in the field of insecticide production.

What changes have been brought to the daily
life of our people? The people's living conditions
are directly related to the national defence efforts of
Democratic Cambodia, to all endeavours aimed at
consolidating and expanding our worker-peasant
administration, and to our nation-building efforts.
Our country has a small population, protect the
existing forces, making it necessary for us rapidly to
strengthen and expand our population, protect the
the existing forces, feed the existing forces and
expand new forces. This is the political line dictated
by our revolutionary organization. Therefore, we
must nurture our people. A sufficient amount of
three, two small tin cans [of rice] is allocated daily.
Moreover, there is dessert. In the past, how many
times did the poor and lower-middle peasants eat
sweet foods per month? Very rarely, they could
afford only green guava and other fruits. On average
they now eat dessert three times a month, which is
sufficient to take care of their health and fatten them



up. How is the health of our people at present? In
general, their health is good- both the veterans of
the liberated zone and the newcomers are alike. You
cannot tell the old peasants from the newcomers.
Malaria is also much less of a problem than in previous
years. This is because, on the one hand, our regimen
is sufficient, our workers enjoy adequate rest hours
and our medicines have become increasingly available;
on the other hand, we have implemented a series
of anti-malarial programmes. For this reason, this
year's grain harvest was carried out by almost all
the working forces. Unlike the previous year, we
could harvest rapidly. 

Hospitals: All co-operatives have their own
hospitals and laboratories for compounding
medicines. These laboratories can be seen in all
co-operatives, districts, sectors, regions and in
Phnom Penh. There are pharmaceutical laboratories
everywhere, and although they remain primitive,
we have already made preparations for their expansion
and upgrading. Moreover, in Phnom Penh our
comrades are learning medical techniques more
extensively. There are obstetricians, surgeons, dentists,
ophthalmologists and ear, nose and throat specialists.
Therefore, with every passing year we have gained
more and more medical expertise so as to serve our
people more efficiently.

Clothes: We are not yet at the stage of being
stylish or well-dressed, but we have sufficient clothes.
Therefore, we can say that the living conditions of our
poor and low-middle peasants are much improved.

As regards housing, we have also begun to
build houses according to plans. Each district sector
and region has its own housing projects to provide
homes for the people. The number of units to be
built annually depends on the materials available in
each locality. In some places, beautiful houses are
built and allocated to families. Our new co-operatives
are gradually taking shape.

In the field of culture: Is there any schooling
in our country? Of course, there is; but our education
is mainly carried out within the frameworks of our
workers' unions at various factories, within the frame-

works of our peasants' co-operatives and within the
frameworks of each unit of our revolutionary army.

Our goal is to eradicate illiteracy. The old as
well as the children, and especially the children,
must learn. It is necessary for our workers and peasants
to know how read and calculate. This is compulsory
because it is necessary for them to learn about
politics and technology in order to strengthen and
develop our political and technological capability in
the future as part of our efforts to defend and build
the country, keeping it strong and fit at all times. For
this reason, we have gradually published alphabet
and arithmetic books. In general, schooling takes
place mainly in factories and co-operatives. This
method of education keeps the student s close to
their work and to reality. The educational, literary
and cultural policy of our revolutionary organization
aims at blending literature and culture together
with the ideas of work, production, nationalism,
national defence and national construction.

Under the old regime, did the schoolchildren,
college student and university graduates know
anything about the true natural sciences of our
countryside? Could they tell the difference between
an early rice crop and a 6th-month rice crop? Did
they know when and where rice is to be sown and
transplanted? No, they did not. Therefore, we can say
that they were separated from reality. Consequently,
they could do nothing truly substantial. They relied
completely on foreigners, expecting foreign equipment
and even foreign standards. Therefore, it was useless
and could not serve the needs of our people, nor
could it to be of any help to build our nation.

By contrast, our children in the rural areas
have always had very useful knowledge. They can
tell you which cow is tame and which is skittish.
They can mount a buffalo from either side. They are
the masters of the herd. They have practically mastered
nature. They know the different strains of rice like
their own pockets. They can tell which is early rice,
which is late-maturing rice, which rice requires how
many months to ripen and so on. They know how
to sow seeds and transplant sprouts. They can tell
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which is a "low field" and which is an "upper field".
They really know and understand. Only this should
be called natural science because this type of
knowledge is closely connected with the reality of
the nation, with the ideas of nationalism, production,
national construction and national defence.

Our children do not play with toy cars, toy
boats and toy guns which were formerly imported
at considerable cost. Our children are happy with
driving sparrows away from the crops, tending cattle
and buffalo, collecting natural fertilizer and helping
to build dams and embankments and dig reservoirs
and ditches. Our children have made great progress.
They are well disciplined, alert, skilful, brave, but not
arrogant or vicious. They love work and production.
They love the cattle buffaloes, fields, orchards, rice
field embankments, irrigation ditches, villages, the
nation and the people. They respect the people and
stay close to them. They are well trained in manual
work and farm chores. This is why we praise our
children.

The same thing is happening in the towns.
Our goal is to keep schooling close to production
work. The learning of technology also proceeds on
the same pattern, that is, canal-digging techniques
have also been mastered in this way, as have now
completed would have taken years to finish if we
had waited for the so-called agricultural experts of
the previous era to build them for us. In those days,
there were Japanese, French, British experts in this
field. If we had waited, we would have remained
deprived of water for rice planting and rice for
national construction for years and years to come.

Look at the prek Thnot dam. We had heard of
this project for a long time, but nothing had been
done. Last year, we spent only one single month to
contain the Stung Prek Thnot stream water which is
now used for rice planting in three districts. In 1976
Kompong Speu Khang Tbong's harvest was better
than ever before. The people in this sector are now
completely self-sufficient in rice, and can even supply
some of the surplus to the State for the first time in
the history of Kompong Speu.

Therefore, our goal is to work, serve the
nation-building movement and learn technical skills
at the same time. Whether the dams and reservoirs
that we have built last only five or 10 years does not
matter. In the five or 10 years to come we shall be
much more developed, richer and more experienced
than we are now, and we will grasp many more
technical skills than we do now. 

Thus, with this way of learning, we are able to
serve in all field-military, agricultural and industrial.
In the past, here in Phnom Penh, did you ever see
any Cambodian operate a lathe? Very rarely, No
Cambodian would touch anything that had to do
with machinery. Only foreigners were mechanics.
Look now! Cambodian children are everywhere.
They can do it. We are very pleased with this new
trend. This, therefore, is a new stage in the building
of our nation's technical ranks. Our worker-peasant
class, under the leadership of our revolutionary
organization, immediately grasped the technical
expertise after it seized political power.

What will be the progress in the next couple
of years? Our goal is to transform the existing
machinery workshops, repair workshops and spare
parts producing workshops in to factories. Now, all
workshops both in Phnom Penh and in the regions
and sectors are undergoing a gradual change in this
regard. The same pattern of development is also taking
place in other fields, as is the [word indistinct] sector.

The order of the day is to learn surely and
work surely. We have mastered basic medical science
step by step. We are learning this science more
extensively now. In this manner, we foresee a radiant
future. In the future, we will progress more rapidly,
and not just in a few areas. We will advance quickly
in all spheres throughout the country. 

In the field of river transport, we have no iron
with which to build ships; we use wood instead.
Shipbuilding can be seen both in Phnom Penh and
up-country.

In the old days, we bought nearly everything
from other countries. Now we are making everything
ourselves. If the results are not yet satisfactory, one
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consolation is that we are striving hard to improve
little by little.

All this constitutes our independent economic
stand. Our ports are much more efficient, better
maintained and more smoothly run than ever before.
In efficiency they are not far behind many of the
world's larger ports. Foreign freighters docking in
our ports have praise us. This shows that technical
skill is not the determining factor. The determining
factor is, in fact, the political and ideological stand
of our fraternal dock workers. Their stand is lofty,
their revolutionary ideology firm, their sense of
responsibility high, their patriotism sublime, and
their determination to protect the nation's honour
unquestionable. All this more than compensates for
any lack of technical skills.

Each production battlefield, unit and front
throughout country follows this pattern. Therefore,
we clearly see that after these past two years of trials.
Our culture is making progress, our technical know-
how is making great headway and our economy is
also developing. This is actual situation of our nation
building drive. Progress is being made on the basis
of the principle of complete self-reliance.

Our Cambodian workers, peasants, male and
female combatants and cadres are very courageous.
They were courage during the war and they have been
courageous since liberation. They have defended
the country and built the country well on the stand
of complete independence and self-reliance.

In the international arena, we have also achieved
important victories. Our Democratic Cambodia is
known far and wide. The revolutionary peoples in
the world, the Third World peoples fighting for
national and popular liberation, our friends fat and
near who cherish independence, peace, justice, and
the great family of non-aligned nations have
become increasingly satisfied with, and supported,
our Democratic Cambodia stand of independence
and self-reliance. For this reason, we can say that all
of us have carried on well the revolutionary tasks
left behind by our heroes and comrades-in-arms.

We should be proud of our past success, but

we should not become reckless, careless and forgetful
because of these achievements. We must, by contrast,
become more humble, alert and careful, and respect
and follow every line of revolutionary organization
strengthening and expanding our successs.

We must uphold our spirit of revolutionary
vigilance at all times against the enemy from all
quarters, both at home and abroad, to defend
Democratic Cambodia, protect the worker-peasant
administration and preserve the fruits of our revolution
resolutely and permanently. We must continue the
struggle on the basis of principles of independence
and self-reliance, and implement and carry out our
revolutionary organization's 1977 plan 100% and
even more. We must fulfil or overfulfil production
plans both within the framework of the overall 1977
plan and within the framework of each production
battlefield, front, unit or base.

The production corps which are already
progressive should struggle even harder to overfulfil
the plan to their fullest capacity. Other corps should
emulate those progressive corps and follow their
footsteps in order to carry out completely and even
overfulfil the 1977 plan so as to contribute, along
with our co-operative peasants, to fulfilling and
overfulfilling the 1977 rice planting plant.

I would like to conclude this report on the
occasion of the second anniversary of the great 17th
April victory and the second anniversary of the birth
of our Democratic Cambodia here. Before concluding,
however, I would like to extend best wishes to all
friends present here and, through you, I would like
to send my greetings and good wishes to our
friends-the male and female combatants and cadres
throughout the country. May you all enjoy good
heath and succeed in the tasks of defending the
country, protecting the worker-peasant administration
and preserving the fruits of our Cambodian revolution
and in all efforts to build our Democratic Cambodia.
At the same time, allow me to express best wishes
to you on the occasion of our traditional New Year.
Long live the second anniversary of the great 17th
April victory and the birth of Democratic Cambodia!
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1.  Background  to  the  VPA  Project's  Work  in  Pursat
Province

Background  to  Pursat  Province
Pursat Province is located on the Thai border

in the mid-west of Cambodia and is bordered by
the provinces of Kampong Chhnang to the east,
Battambang and Thailand to the west, the Tonle
Sap Lake and Battambang to the north, and
Kampong Speu and Koh Kong to the south.  It has
a total land area of 12,692 km².  The province has
six districts; namely, Bakan, Kandieng, Krakor,
Phnum Kravanh, Sampov Meas, and Veal Veaeng.
The province is located 165 kilometers north-west
of Phnom Penh.  The province has a population of
around 360,445 people.

In 1976, Pursat Province was located in the
Southwestern Zone.  According to reports based
upon the Renakse Petitions, the total death toll in
Pursat Province was 94,752 people. During the
regime, many people were sent to Pursat from the
Eastern Zone (especially Svay Rieng) and most
were killed.  As of February 2008, the Center's
Mapping Project has found seventeen burial sites
(containing over 1000 pits holding around 21,000
corpses), eleven prisons and two memorials in the
province.

Pursat Province proves important to the work
of the VPA Project. First, its inhabitants in 1982-83
account for a large number of the Renakse Petitions
held in the Center's archives and, thus, may be able

VICTIM PARTICIPATION (VPA)  PROJECT:
PROVINCIAL  REPORT  -  PURSAT  PROVINCE
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to provide useful information about the process
surrounding the signing of the Petitions.  In contrast
to those collected in Kampong Thom Province, the
Petitions from Pursat Province have individual
signatories allowing us to concentrate our efforts
on Petitioners and, thereby, to contact a far larger
number of Petitioners during the field trip.  Second,
Pursat Province has a number of Kampuchea Kraom
communities, members of which may be able to provide
useful information supporting a genocide charge.  

The  History  of  the  Renakse  Petitions  in  Pursat
Province

The Center holds in its archives the so-called
"Renakse Petitions."  In 1982-83, the successor gov-
ernment to the Khmer Rouge collected 1,250 petitions
detailing the crimes of Democratic Kampuchea from
over 1.1 million Cambodians.  The Project plans to
use these Petitions to locate potential complainants
and civil parties.  In so doing, the Project will reactivate
the informal truth commission begun by the People's
Republic of Kampuchea government.  By showing
Petitioners that their prior testimonies have not been
forgotten, the Project will contribute to the process
of reconciliation.  While the Project's primary focus
is upon locating and assisting Renakse Petitioners,
the team wishes to help any survivors interested in
completing the Court's Victim Information Form.

The Center holds 440 Petitions from Pursat
Province signed or thumb-printed by a total of 94,000
individuals.  Usually, one or two representatives
wrote a Petition on behalf of a large group, normally
representing around 100-300 individuals, and each
individual signed or thumb-printed the Petition with
his or her name, sex, and age (and, in some cases,
occupation and other comments).  Thus, unlike in
Kampong Thom Province, the Petitions from this
province do contain the names and signatures/
thumbprints of all individuals represented.
2.  VPA  Project's  Field  Trip  of  May  22nd  -  29th

Overview  of  Field  Trip  Details
Statement  of  Purpose
The purpose of the field trip was to inform

survivors of the Democratic Kampuchea regime of

their participation rights in the upcoming trials
before the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of
Cambodia (ECCC) and, should they wish to participate,
to assist them in the completion of the Form.  The
Project sought to locate and reach out, in particular,
to those individuals in the province who completed
Renakse Petitions in 1982-83.  Furthermore, the Project
wished to reach out to members of the Kampuchea
Kraom community in the hope of gathering information
that might support a genocide charge.  As an ancillary
purpose, the Project sought to put its recent training
(particularly related to the expected amendment of
the Form) into practice.

Preparation  for  the  Field  Trip
Since the last three-week field trip to

Kampong Thom Province, the Project has continued
to provide on-going training to its team members.
The focus of such training sessions has been dictated
by difficulties observed in the field and guidance
received from the Court's Victims Unit.  In April 2008,
the Project received information from the Unit relating
to the design of a revised Victim Information Form.
Of particular interest was the planned inclusion of
questions relating to protective measures and legal
representation not previously included.  In order to
ensure the team members' familiarity with the
Court's provisions for protective measures and legal
representation, Terith Chy (Team Leader) and Sarah
Thomas (Legal Fellow) led training sessions.

On May 19th and 20th, the Project assisted
individuals brought to Phnom Penh by the Center's
Living Documents Project in order to attend the
pre-trial hearing on Ieng Thirith's appeal against the
order of provisional detention on May 21st.  The
individuals came from Kampong Thom, Kampong
Cham and Preah Vihear Provinces.  Over the course
of two days, the Project collected 23 Forms.  This
proved a useful opportunity for team members to
familiarize themselves with explaining to survivors
their rights to request protective measures and legal
representation before traveling to Pursat Province.

Recent  Developments
Prior to the trip, the Project held meetings
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with the Victims Unit relating to its work. On May 9th,
Andrea Gros (Outreach) hosted a meeting with NGOs
working on victim participation on the establishment
of a helpline for survivors.  The purpose of the proposed
helpline is to provide information to survivors on
participation in proceedings and to put them in
touch with organizations working in their area able
to assist them.  In particular, Ms. Gros planned to
record a radio "spot" to advertise the helpline, focusing
on any remaining Tuol Sleng survivors and the family
members of those imprisoned there.  She asked that
NGOs broadcast the "spot" on their radio programs.
Although keen to cooperate, the Project chose not to
link its victim participation efforts with the Center's
ongoing radio programs.

On May 12th and 21st, members met with the
Victims Unit to discuss the timeframe for transmission
of responses to complainants and civil party applicants
and the procedure for the completion of incomplete
Forms already submitted to the Unit.  Keat Bophal
(Head) and Gabriela Gonzalez Rivas (Deputy Head)
stated that a system for responses would be in place
in the near future and that the Unit would provide
the team with scanned copies of the incomplete Forms
and a template for collection of missing information.

Details  of  Arrangements  and  Personnel
The VPA Project team stayed in a guesthouse

in Pursat Provincial Town during the field trip.  The

trip lasted for eight days, beginning on May 22nd
and ending on May 29th.  Sixteen staff members,
including four members of the Film Team, participated
in the field trip.  Pechet Men and Suy Heang Kry
joined the team in the field for the first time.

Prior to the field trip, the Project's staff members
selected the villages to be visited on two bases: (a)
the existence of Renakse Petitions from those
villages; OR (b) the existence of Kampuchea Kraom
communities.

Achievements  of  the  Field  Trip
Achievements  of  Team  in  Numerical  Terms
During the field trip, the team succeeded in

visiting four of the six districts in Pursat Province.
Specifically, the team held meetings in fifteen villages
in seven different communes. Team members
informed hundreds of survivors of the Democratic
Kampuchea regime of their participation rights and
assisted 158 survivors in completing the Victim
Information Form.

Team's  Success  in  Reaching  Out  to  Renakse
Petitioners

The vast majority of Forms collected were
completed by Renakse Petitioners - 116 of the 158
Forms came from Petitioners.  Most Petitioners
contacted chose to complete the Form.  The team
found that the vast majority of Petitioners contact-
ed failed initially to remember signing a Petition.  In

many cases, after showing them
the Petition and their signature,
they remembered signing and
many had vague memories of
the meetings at which they had
signed. It appears that the
Petitions were either signed
following a meeting or in the
home during a visit from the
village or commune chief.  The
team found that the Petitioners
did not remember the circum-
stances surrounding the meetings
or the effect of political influence
on their Petitions.
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Efforts  to  Reach  Out  to  Kampuchea  Kraom
Communities

The Project visited two villages in Bakan District
home to members of the Kampuchea Kraom
community. The Kampuchea Kroam (or, commonly,
Khmer Krom) are an indigenous ethnic Khmer
minority living in southern Vietnam, particularly in
the Mekong Delta.  The Kampuchea Kraom occupied
this part of southern Vietnam long before the arrival
of the Vietnamese.  During King Monivong's reign
from 1927 to 1941, some Kampuchea Kraom
moved to Bakan District in Pursat Province in order
to clear hardwood forests and made their homes
there.  Later, due to the fertility and availability of
land, many more Kampuchea Kraom followed,
creating a number of Kampuchea Kraom villages.

The team found members of the Kampuchea
Kraom community in Bakan District to have suffered
terribly during the Democratic Kampuchea regime
and eager to share their stories with the Extraordinary
Chambers.  In fact, their accounts alleged dispro-
portionate suffering on the part of members of their
community and suggested that the Khmer Rouge
had specifically targeted them for persecution and
execution because they considered them to be
Vietnamese.  Supporting their allegations of a plan
or scheme to eradicate Kampuchea Kraom, numerous
villagers explained to team members that the Khmer
Rouge sought to kill all full-blooded offspring, but
would only kill the offspring of a mixed Khmer/
Kampuchea Kraom relationship if the mother was
Kampuchea Kraom.

A female Kampuchea Kraom complainant
told a team member that, knowing she would be
killed, her mother had instructed her to hide her
Kampuchea Kraom background and to pretend that
she was fostered.  By doing so, she succeeded in
surviving.  Her other family members were not so
lucky.  Disturbingly, she saw her female cousin being
clubbed to death and disemboweled.  Subsequently,
she saw her sister digging a hole in the rice field
and later, when she returned, she found her sister
was missing and saw blood around the hole.

Success  in  Substantiating  the  Movement  of
People  from  Eastern  Zone  to  Pursat

During its field trip to Daun Daok Village in
Prey Veng Province in April 2008, the Project found
that survivors routinely alleged in their complaints
and civil party applications that the Khmer Rouge
had evacuated many Eastern Zone inhabitants to
Pursat.  According to the villagers' submissions to the
Victims Unit, on July 30th, 1978, soldiers attacked
their village, killing many and forcibly evacuating all
survivors to the so-called "Fat Land," namely, the
Western provinces.  Academics, former cadres and
survivors appear to support this account.

In his seminal text, 'Cambodia: The Eastern
Zone Massacres', Ben Kiernan confirms that, in the
second half of 1978, the Center "set about eliminating
[the Eastern] population through mass evacuation
or mass murder" (p. 11).  According to interviews
conducted by the Center's Promoting Accountability
(PA) Project with former cadres, the Khmer Rouge
evacuated many Eastern Zone inhabitants to the
western provinces of Kampong Thom, Pursat and
Battambang because they feared defections to the
Vietnamese.

The complaints and civil party applications
collected in Pursat Province corroborate those
accounts collected in the former Eastern Zone of
forced population movements to the West.  In addition,
these accounts shed light on the fates of those
evacuated to Pursat Province.  Many allege that large
numbers of these Eastern evacuees were killed upon
their arrival.

Positive  Findings  During  Field  Trip
1. The team's meetings provided survivors of

the Democratic Kampuchea regime with a much-
appreciated opportunity to tell their story to an
interested party, thereby providing them with a
sense of relief in many cases.

2. The opportunity to complete a Victim
Information Form and thereby to assist in the creation
of a comprehensive historical record pleased survivors
as many expressed concern that the younger
generation does not believe in the atrocities of the
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Khmer Rouge period.
3. The team's meeting provided a useful

opportunity to inform low-level perpetrators that
the Court will only try senior leaders and those
most responsible, thereby providing them with
peace of mind and improving the likelihood of their
cooperation with the Court.

4. Due to the large number of Petitioners
contacted in Pursat Province, the team gained more
information about the signing of the Petitions in the
1980s than it was able to in Kampong Thom Province.
Although some more information was collected,
Petitioners remembering the signing remain rare.

5. The team found that village chiefs in Pursat
Province were extremely well prepared for our visits
and extremely enthusiastic about the goals of our
Project.  As the team was able to provide the village
chiefs with lists of Petitioners' names in advance, the
village chiefs proved very successful in encouraging
survivors to attend.

6. The team found that the vast majority of
survivors did not appear to fear for their personal
safety, as only a small number chose to request
protective measures.

7. Being more experienced in the completion
the Form, the Project's team members experienced
far fewer difficulties in forming appropriate questions
to elicit all the necessary information, in particular
when answering Part B's question relating to the
Description of Crimes.

8. The team found that villagers attending the
meeting were largely eager to complete the Form
and disclosed fully their experiences.  The lack of
opposition to the Project's goals was unsurprising
as village chiefs were instructed to only to invite
Petitioners.  As such, only those who had already
spoken out against Khmer Rouge atrocities attended.

Difficulties  Experienced  and  Proposed  Solutions
1.  Limited  Confusion  Over  the  Provision  of

Gifts/Money
In one village only, a number of survivors

attended the Project's meeting in the mistaken
belief that they would receive gifts in return for their

attendance and, in particular, for completing the
Form.  This represented a significant improvement
on the situation in Kampong Thom Province, where
survivors in many villages had hoped for gifts in return
for their cooperation.

Recommendation: Continue to highlight at
the outset that DC-Cam does not provide gifts or
money in return for the survivors' participation.

2.  Fear  of  Retaliation  from  Low-LLevel
Perpetrators

A few survivors chose not to complete the
Form because they feared retaliation, particularly
from former members of the Khmer Rouge in their
villages.  In one instance, even though the woman
initially stated that she did not fear for her safety,
when asked about protective measures, she chose
not to proceed with her complaint after completing
as she became scared.

Recommendation: Continue to explain at
meetings that the Court will only try senior leaders
and those most responsible and will not target low-
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level perpetrators and, therefore, low-level perpetrators
should not fear prosecution and do not have cause
to retaliate if named.

3.  Inability  of  Most  Survivors  to  Suggest  Victim
-CCentered  Reparations

As in Kampong Thom Province, the vast
majority of survivors struggled to suggest forms of
reparations addressing specifically the needs of the
regime's victims. Commonly, their suggestions were
limited to addressing needs related to development,
e.g. schools, roads and hospitals. Such non-victim-
centered reparations benefit victims and perpetrators
alike.  The inability of survivors to suggest victim-
centered reparations can be attributed to their
difficult living conditions and to the Project's staff
lack of awareness about the importance of victim-
centered reparations.

Recommendation: Conduct training for team
members on the importance of victim-centered
reparations and encourage survivors to think of
reparations designed to address the needs of victims

only.
4.  Limited  Personnel  Contributing  to  Collection

of  Suboptimal  Number  of  Forms
At many meetings, the number of survivors

attending often exceeded the team's expectations
and far outnumbered the staff available to assist
them. As the team could not assist all survivors
wishing to complete the Form at once, many had to
wait for a staff member to finish helping another
before they had the opportunity to complete a
Form.  As it took around 60-90 minutes to complete
a Form, many villagers chose to leave before they
could complete a Form due to the long wait.

Recommendation: Recruit additional staff
members for the Project OR instruct village/commune
chiefs to invite fewer survivors.
Conclusion

The field trip to Pursat Province proved very
successful as the team collected over 158 Victim
Information Forms for submission to the Victims
Unit in just 8 days.  This represents a very high number
of Forms collected per day and a distinct improvement
upon the collection rate in Kampong Thom Province.
The improved collection rate can be attributed
largely to the enthusiasm and careful preparation of
the village chiefs.

The team hopes that the information contained
in these Forms (in particular, those Forms collected
from members of the Kampuchea Kraom community)
will prove helpful to the important work of the Court.
Pleasingly, the Forms collected include answers to
questions expected to be incorporated into the
soon-to-be-released revised Victim Information Form
(i.e., on protective measures and legal representation)
and, thus, address the needs of the Victims Unit.

_____________________________
Sarah  Thomas  iis  the  Daviid  W.  Leebron  Internatiional
Human  Riights  Fellow  wiith  the  Viictiim  Partiiciipatiion
Project  at  the  Documentatiion  Center  of  Cambodiia
(DC-CCam).

Teriith  Chy  iis  the  Team  Leader  of  Viictiim  Partiiciipatiion.
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population to resist Vietnam on all fronts "in

defense of Cambodian territory and the Cambodian

race."   He also accused Vietnam of a plan to "swallow"

Cambodia, first by capturing "Prey Nokor" (the Khmer

name for Saigon) and then by attacking Phnom Penh.

Pol Pot thus suggested that the Khmer Krom were

part of a unified Cambodian "race" that needed to

be liberated from venal Vietnamese rule.  By 1977,

DK forces were indeed funneling arms to Khmer

Krom rebels in southern Vietnam to foment resistance

against the central government in Hanoi.  

The planned recapture of Kampuchea Krom

became something of an article of faith in DK policy.

For example, a set of ten key regulations at Tuol

Sleng Prison included the following: "Do not make

pretexts about Kampuchea Krom to hide your jaw

of traitor."  This awkward phrase suggests that at least

some prisoners voiced support for the "liberation"

of Kampuchea Krom to establish their bona fides

with DK interrogators.

At the same time, as noted above, the Khmer

Rouge inner circle oversaw a domestic political

machine that was sending significant numbers of

lowland Khmer suspects to prison or the grave.  Kim

points to evidence of a "political education meeting"

in late 1977 or early 1978, in which Pol Pot himself

hosted a group of Khmer Krom in the Olympic Stadium

in Phnom Penh, telling them that he would "keep"

only those who agreed to follow Angkar. Drawing

from interviews, Kiernan argues that by 1978, there

existed a general nationwide DK policy of "screening"

the ethnic Vietnamese and Khmer Krom populations

and killing them.   Kiernan also interviewed a number

of lowland Khmers who were kidnapped by DK forces

from Vietnamese soil and brought into Cambodia

to perform brute labor.  One interviewee noted that

he and others denied their knowledge of Vietnamese,

because to acknowledge they could speak the language

would have meant almost certain death.   

Adjudicating  Crimes  against  the  Khmer  Krom

It is beyond dispute that many members of

the Khmer Krom community suffered grave abuses

in Democratic Kampuchea.  With the trials of at least

five former Khmer Rouge leaders approaching,

prosecutors and judges face an important legal question:

should the abuses against the Khmer Krom be treated

differently than offenses against other victims?  

The  Relevant  Legal  Provisions

International law has long included provisions

designed to protect vulnerable minority groups.  The

1948 Genocide Convention, drafted in the wake of

the Nazi Holocaust, outlawed the intentional

destruction of racial, religious, national, and ethnic

groups. The offense of "crimes against humanity" also

evolved to protect certain groups that had suffered

frequent abuse throughout history. As developed at

the International Criminal Tribunal at Nuremberg, it

prohibited widespread or systematic attacks against

civilian populations on racial, religious, national,

ethnic, or political grounds. 

Countless critics have argued that these

definitions are too narrow, because they exclude

certain types of victims from protection, and indeed

the law has begun to change.  Most notably, the 1998

Rome Statute broadened the definition of crimes

against humanity to include attacks against any non-

military civilian populations.  However, the law

governing the ECCC uses the traditional definitions,

and there is a compelling legal reason for doing so.

The Khmer Rouge regime committed its misdeeds

in the late 1970s, and basic principles of justice

require that a person can only be convicted for a crime

that existed when he or she committed the acts in

question. Most international jurists and scholars agree

THE KHMER KROM AND THE KHMER ROUGE TRIALS
Dr. John D. Ciorciari



that as of the late 1970s, a defendant could be

convicted of genocide or crimes against humanity

only if he or she committed certain abuses against

one or more specific protected groups.

To date, five former Khmer Rouge leaders-

namely Nuon Chea, Khieu Samphan, Ieng Sary, Ieng

Thirith, and Duch-have been arrested and charged

with crimes against humanity.  None has yet been

charged with genocide against the Khmer Krom.

However, if such charges are brought, the question

of how to characterize abuses against the lowland

Khmers will become considerably more salient,

because the ECCC provision against genocide does

not protect political groups. Did the defendant(s)

simply view the Khmer Krom as a group that had to

be watched carefully for political reasons-like

intellectuals or former city dwellers-or did the

defendant(s) see the lowland Khmers as an ethnic

group or part of a Vietnamese national group that

had to be destroyed?  The former may produce a

conviction for crimes against humanity, but only the

latter will lead to a guilty verdict for genocide.

Classifying  the  Khmer  Krom  

The law governing the ECCC offers no definition

of racial, religious, ethnic, national, or political groups,

but if past international practice is any guide, the

court will almost certainly be willing to recognize some

Khmer Krom individuals members of larger racial,

religious, national, or political groups.  For example,

Khmer Krom attacked because of past affiliation with

the conservative Lon Nol regime could constitute

part of a protected political group.  Similarly, Khmer Krom

attacked for being Buddhist monks could comprise

part of a protected religious group.  

Collectively, the Khmer Krom arguably belong

to one of two national groups.  First, those who were

Vietnamese citizens could be considered part of a

Vietnamese national group. To include Khmer Krom

in a protected Vietnamese national group, judges

would need to conclude, on the basis of some evidence,

that Khmer Rouge defendants perceived them as

Vietnamese nationals and abused them on that

basis.  Khmer Krom who were Cambodian citizens

are less likely to be considered part of a protected

national group.  Some scholars have argued that DK

policies amounted to a form of "self-genocide" in

which the Khmer Rouge sought to destroy the

Cambodian national group "in part."  It is conceivable

but unlikely that ECCC prosecutors would bring a

case arguing that Khmer Rouge leaders targeted

Cambodian citizens for genocide or crimes against

humanity on the grounds of nationality. 

Ascertaining whether the Khmer Krom

constituted a distinct ethnic group is a thornier

question. Under international criminal law, an "ethnic

group" usually refers to a minority population with

distinct cultural or historical characteristics, such as

a distinct language, religion or shared history.  Detectable

differences in between Khmer Krom and other

Cambodians do exist-such as different linguistic

accents and different habits of custom and dress.

Objective cultural and historical differences between

the Khmer Krom and the Khmer majority are relevant,

because they are the basis upon which DK officials

could distinguish between the two, but they are

probably not enough to establish protected group

status.  The prosecutors would also need to show

evidence that DK defendants perceived the lowland

Khmers as a distinct ethnic group and treated them

as such.  That task could be more difficult.

Why  Were  the  Khmer  Krom  Singled  Out?

Of course, establishing that the Khmer Krom

were a protected group does not mean that they were

necessarily victims of genocide or crimes against

humanity.  To be held guilty of genocide, a defendant

must have attempted to destroy a protected group

in whole or in part. To be convicted of crimes against

humanity, he or she must be guilty of "widespread

and systematic" abuses against a protected group

across a reasonably wide geographic area on the

grounds of that protected group's identity.  

Historical evidence suggests strongly that the

DK regime at least sometimes singled out Khmer

Krom for criminal abuse on the basis of their perceived
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links to Vietnam.  It is also easy to show that Khmer

Rouge leaders frequently identified the Vietnamese

as mortal adversaries, especially in the latter phases

of their rule.  As Kiernan, Alexander Hinton, and other

scholars have emphasized, DK correspondence

documents, radio addresses, and publications are

replete with references to the dreaded yuon (a

slanderous term for Vietnamese) and often disparaged

domestic opponents as "Khmer bodies with

Vietnamese minds."  

The much tougher legal (and historical)

question is to determine precisely why the Khmer

Krom were targeted.  Was it primarily on the basis

of their imputed politics, their identity as ethnic

minorities, or their nationality as citizens of Vietnam?

In some cases, when they were accused of being

employed spies of the Vietnamese state, it may be

fair for the ECCC to treat them as part of a protected

Vietnamese national group.  However, in many other

instances, it appears that DK officials mistreated

Khmer Krom due to a perception that lowland

Khmers were likely to be politically sympathetic to

Vietnam, the Lon Nol regime, or the United States.

In those cases, the Khmer Krom look less like victims

of targeted genocide than a subset of Cambodian

victims of ideologically and politically inspired crimes

against humanity.

Why  the  Khmer  Krom  Case  Matters

One might ask why it is important to focus on

abuses against the Khmer Krom, given that so many

other groups also suffered unspeakable abuses at

the hands of the Pol Pot regime.  The Khmer Krom

case is worth examining for at least two reasons:  

Understandiing  the  Tragedy

First, the ECCC's role is partly to deliver justice

and provide a definitive legal judgment but also to

help Cambodians improve their understanding of

the regime.  What may sound like hair-splitting legal

questions about Khmer Rouge intent are in fact

fundamental to fathoming the Khmer Rouge

tragedy.  For years, scholars have engaged in furious

debates over the driving impetus for Khmer Rouge

atrocities. To what extent did racial or ethnic prejudices

drive Khmer Rouge policies?  To what extent were

communist ideology or power politics responsible?  

The debate about the motives for Khmer Rouge

killing has immense historical importance.  If one

focuses on the genocidal or racist motives of Khmer

Rouge abuses, one implicitly associates the Pol Pot

regime with fascism and regimes on the far right of

the political spectrum.  If one stresses the ideological

rationale for the killings, one shines light instead on
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the Maoist and Stalinist strands of Khmer Rouge

policy.  Most scholars have tilted toward the latter

interpretation, and indeed much evidence supports

placing priority on the political motives for DK terror.

Khmer Rouge purges were often justified in richly

communist terms. Officials frequently depicted them

as efforts to defend "the revolution" against a wide

range of "enemies" and "reactionary elements" working

in tandem with foreign foes and "imperialists." In

the vast majority of cases, detainees at prisons like

Tuol Sleng were accused of crimes like espionage

and subversion that implied political motives for their

mistreatment.  Even when definable ethnic, religious,

or national groups were clearly singled out for abuse,

those offenses were often justified politically or

occurred in the context of broader Khmer Rouge

efforts to "screen" or "smash" perceived political foes.

Some evidence does exist to support the view

that Khmer Rouge officials at various levels were driven

partly by deep-seated racial animosity, particularly

toward the Vietnamese. However, segregating racist

and political motives is difficult. The perceived

imperatives of "the revolution" may have allowed

some Khmer Rouge officials to justify acting upon

their ethnic or national antipathies.  Ethnic and political

motives also became entangled in Khmer Rouge

discourse.  Over time, the DK leadership began to

emphasize the national and ethnic dimensions of the

conflict with Vietnam.  Was this the regime showing

its true genocidal colors? Or was it simply an attempt

to galvanize the beleaguered Cambodian masses

and draw attention away from the bankruptcy and

brutality of the Khmer Rouge's domestic political regime?

The role of the ECCC is not to resolve long-

standing scholarly debates about the fundamental

nature of the DK regime.  Its proceedings will rightly

focus on particular defendants.  Still, by choosing which

prosecutions to undertake, holding public hearings,

making arguments, and ultimately issuing verdicts,

court officials can contribute meaningfully to an

important debate.  In that sense, the ECCC will play

an important part in shaping the public's under-

standing of the Khmer Rouge era. 

Addressing  Perceptions  of  Justice

The second reason why the Khmer Krom case

is important has to do with perceptions of justice.

Many victims of Democratic Kampuchea-including

some lowland Khmers-rightly perceive certain aspects

of their experiences as unique.  Many believe that

they suffered through "genocide," in part because

the popular connotation of that term has come to

be associated with the very gravest of crimes in history.

Some survivors of Democratic Kampuchea could

therefore feel cheated if the ECCC does not conclude

that they were not victims of genocide.  The case of

the Khmer Krom may prove to be contentious,

because it sits close to the border of what might be

considered ethnically motivated genocide or politically

driven crimes against humanity.  In fact, neither of

these crimes is inherently "worse" than the other.

Public education needs to dispel the notion that the

absence of a genocide conviction signifies diminished

acknowledgement of human suffering.  Nevertheless,

the label of "genocide" will remain powerfully evocative

for the foreseeable future.

The ECCC has an obligation to deliver justice

to victims, but it has an equally important obligation

to advance what the relevant court officials believe-

in their best professional judgment-to be the truth.

This article has not attempted to adjudicate whether

the Khmer Krom suffered abuses that meet the legal

definition of genocide or whether they were victims

of other similarly grave human right violations.  The

court can usefully contribute to this important debate

by determining, on the basis of the best available

evidence, how to most accurately characterize the

conduct of the individual defendants now set to

stand trial.  In that manner, the ECCC will best deliver

justice and best contribute to an enhanced public

understanding of the Khmer Rouge tragedy.

__________________________
Dr.  John  D.  Ciiorciiarii
Shorensteiin  APARC,  Stanford  Uniiversiity  and  Seniior
Legal  Adviisor  of  the  Documentatiion  Center  of  Cambodiia
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Siem Reap is known to the much of the world
outside of Cambodia as an exotic tourist mecca.  Each
year, planeloads of foreigners fly into Siem Reap,
stay at fancy hotels, marvel at the ancient temples,
and fly out.  Though a few bullet holes and defaced
statues at Angkor Wat hint at the destruction wreaked
upon the area by the Khmer Rouge regime, these scars
are easy for the casual visitor to ignore amid the beauty
of the temples and the relative prosperity of the town.

Even a cursory look into the history of Siem
Reap, however, reveals a complicated story of profound
brutality, massive suffering, and human resilience.
The magnificent temples themselves are believed
by many historians to be a product of a slave system
in which untold numbers lost their lives under the
absolute authority of a megalomaniacal ruling elite.

There are undeniable parallels between the omni-
present gaze of the two hundred faces of Bayon
temple and the inescapable terror of the Democratic
Kampuchea's Angkar.  The ties between the Khmer
Rouge and the temple complex are not just theoretical.
As recently as 1993, the Khmer Rouge made serious
incursions in the temple area and occupied the
temple of Banteay Srey.  

The story of Siem Reap province is indeed
much bigger than the temples of Angkor.  For the
thousands of DK survivors who live in the country-
side of Siem Reap province, the devastation of the
Khmer Rouge regime is an enduring reality. The
province was known as Zone 106 or the Northwest
Zone during the Khmer Rouge time.  Thousands of
Cambodians were forcibly moved to agricultural

VPA  &  FILM TEAM TRIP TO SIEM REAP
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camps in the Siem Reap countryside when the Khmer
Rouge evacuated Phnom Penh and Siem Reap town
in 1975.  A Documentation Center of Cambodia
(DC-Cam) initiative has mapped hundreds of mass
graves in Siem Reap full of the anonymous remains
of tens of thousands of Khmer Rouge victims.
According to survivors in the area, the Khmer Rouge
would kill whole families at once and bury them in
these pits in an attempt to erase the family from
existence.  Land mines and cluster bombs from
decades of war still plague the province and victims
of these indiscriminate weapons are easy to find.
Areas of the province continued to be dangerous
for travel until 1998 due to Khmer Rouge soldiers
and bandits.

Recently, I was fortunate to have the opportunity
to go beyond the tourist sites, history books, and
preserved documents and into the countryside of
Siem Reap with the Victim Participation (VPA)
Project and Film Team of DC-Cam. The Victim
Participation Project seeks to provide support to victims
who wish to participate in the Khmer Rouge Tribunal
(the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of
Cambodia) as complainants or civil parties.  The Project
also seeks to find individuals who signed government
petitions (known as the "Renakse Petitions") in the
early 1980s intended to inform the United Nations
of the regime's atrocities but never sent to see if these
petitioners wish to revive their complaints through
the Tribunal.  Though the underlying purpose of the
VPA Project is to aid the Tribunal's work, equally
important outcomes of the work are the preservation
of survivors' stories in writing and film and the
dissemination of the message to survivors that their
stories of suffering and survival matter to the country
and the larger world.  

The villagers I met were warm and welcoming
despite the deeply personal and painful subject
matter.  Though there were some who were not
interested in talking about their experiences, others
talked to the interviewers for hours about the loss
of their friends, their families, and their lives as they
knew them.  One middle-aged man pointed from

where we were sitting in the village pagoda across
the rutted dirt road to a rice paddy.  "Just over there,"
he said, "they lined up twelve people and shot
them all in the back of their heads."  Another man
described Khmer Rouge cadres killing children by
throwing them in the air and bayoneting them.

Many survivors interviewed near Trungbat
Mountain told interviewers of the Khmer Rouge
practice of burning human beings to make fertilizer
for the fields.  A fifty-one year old man, for example,
told of his experience as a prisoner at Trungbat
Mountain prison.  He said that there was a huge pit
on the mountain lined with dried rice husks.  The
Khmer Rouge cadres would wait for the prison to
get full and then send all of the prisoners to the
edge of the pit, push them in, and burn them alive.
He was fortunate to escape the prison and avoid
this horrific end.  Another woman described working
on a farm near the mountain tending rice paddies.
She could see human bones in the clumps of fertilizer
that the cadres gave her for the fields. 

As I heard these horrific stories of torture and
suffering, I could not help but look around me at
the lush countryside and imagine the hell it must
have been just thirty years ago.  And as I watched
the elders in the village being interviewed by the
DC-Cam staff, I wondered how much of their memories
and pain they share with their children and grand-
children.  Even if the survivors told their children every
detail of their suffering, how can a new generation
truly comprehend such unimaginable terror?  Though
the Tribunal is certainly important in Cambodia's
national healing process, it is essential that legal
efforts continue to be accompanied by documentation
efforts aimed at uncovering and sharing survivors'
stories and contributing to the broader historical record.
Long after the Tribunal has concluded, there will
undoubtedly be millions of young Cambodians in
future generations seeking to discover and understand
their past through the stories of those who came before.
___________________________
Anniie  GGell  iis  DC-CCam  2008  Summer  Legal  Associiate,
Columbiia  Uniiversiity  School  of  Law.
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Villagers near Trung Bat Mountain in Kra Lanh

District, Siem Reap Province, recently shared with

the Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-Cam)'s

Victim Participation team their memories of the

Khmer Rouge's grisly practice of using the remains

of executed Cambodians as fertilizer for rice paddies.

Many other survivors of Pol Pot's regime have

recounted similar horrific stories of witnessing the

use of human corpses and ashes to nourish the soil.

This soil then grew the rice that the Khmer Rouge

traded for guns to prop up its brutal regime instead

of feeding the starving Cambodian people. 

The earliest recorded accounts of the use of

human remains as fertilizer come from the 1979

Peoples Republic of Kampuchea (PRK) investigations

that followed the collapse of the Khmer Rouge.

Investigators recorded three witness interviews in Kra

Lanh District, Siem Reap province recounting stories

of crematoriums near Trung Bat Mountain.

Kung Saray, 25 years old at the time of his

1979 interview, had been arrested, along with nine

of his family members, by Khmer Rouge soldiers.

Accusing the entire family of being indolent and

lazy, the soldiers took away all of Kung's family

members, leaving him alone in the prison.  When

the soldiers quickly returned and began dividing up

his family's clothes among themselves, Kung knew

they had been killed.  He had learned from other

villagers of pits that the Khmer Rouge had dug nearby,

to which they brought prisoners to kill and burn

their bodies to make fertilizer.  Kung was convinced

that his family must have been killed and disposed

of in this manner.  

A few days later, he was sent to mend a fence

five meters from where the crematoriums were

located, where he saw men squatting among the

human bones.  The following day, he saw trucks

bring sixty people, whom soldiers bludgeoned to

death and heaved into the burning pit fueled by

paddy husk and oil.  

Ms. Mun Ny, 30 years old at the time of her

interview, reported she was imprisoned without

cause.  Though she never witnessed soldiers throwing

people into the crematoriums, during her imprisonment

she heard Khmer Rouge cadres discussing their

killing methods: after bringing a group of prisoners

to the foot of a hill, they forced them to grind and

pack the fertilizer created from previous victims.

The soldiers then bound the prisoners

to each other, clubbed them, and

threw them into a hole.  The corpses

were cremated with paddy husks and

kerosene, creating more fertilizer for

the next group of victims to grind and

pack.  

Mun recalled that villagers were

forbidden to go to the site, which was

screened by trees. But the rising white

smoke and the pungent smell of

burning human flesh the villagers

inhaled every day as they worked in

""YYOOUU WWIILLLL BBEE SSOOIILL FFOORR TTHHEE RRIICCEE FFIIEELLDD""
Sadie Blanchard
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the fields told them what was happening there.

After liberation, when Mun was finally able to visit

the site, she saw with her own eyes the macabre

remains of human skeletons and ashes, all that was

left behind of the countless truckloads of

Cambodian people who had been brought there.

Mrs. Che Van Thon, 25 years old at the time of

her interview, reported that during her imprisonment

she witnessed six cartloads of people brought to

the camp each day and killed.  She too recalled the

rising white smoke and the stench of burned human

flesh as she performed hard labor in the prison camp.

She remembered the location, concealed by trees

and surrounded by barbed wire, to which villagers

were forbidden to go.  Though she never saw the

cremation, Che told the same stories of prisoners

bludgeoned and thrown into fiery pits fueled by

kerosene and rice husks. 

Following these witness statements, PRK officials

investigated the site of the reported crematoriums,

the foot of Mount Trung Bat.  The 1979 investigation

report documents ditches containing partially burned

human bones.  Investigators examined eight ditches,

an earthen well, and a large pond.  They found the walls

of some ditches blackened, ashes scattered about,

and charred bone fragments. Recognizable fragments

included joints and vertebrae fragments, a piece of

a rib, a piece of a foot bone, and burnt skulls.  Also

found were piles of rice husks and pieces of dirty

cloth believed to be from used clothing. 

The report states that after the Khmer Rouge

fled the region, the local villagers buried many of

the partially burned bones and filled in some of the

ditches to ease their grief over the brutalities that

occurred at Trung Bat Mountain.  The villagers and

local authorities were purportedly planning to build

a "Monument of Hatred Against the Crimes of

Genocide" at the site.  DC-Cam's records show that

such a memorial, named La Pikhead Phnom Trung

Bat, has been built at this site.

Other Khmer Rouge survivors have reported

the use of non-cremated human remains as fertilizer.

Mrs. Nuon Thok, a tailor in Siem Reap province,

reported to the 1979 investigators that she was

often made to dig up human bones and grind them

with urine to make manure for the fields.  Survivors

who contributed to the Dith Pran book, Children of

Cambodia's Killing Fields:  Memoirs by Survivors,

recall similarly horrific memories.  Moly Ly recalls

being forced, as a child laborer under the Khmer

Rouge, to mix up human remains with the soil.

Likewise, Youkimny Chan writes, "Sometimes they

would throw the body parts of a boy they had cut

apart into the rice paddies as we worked.  'Fertilizer,'

they would say." 

The practice of turning human beings into

fertilizer is one manifestation of the Khmer Rouge's

dehumanization of the Cambodian people. The

regime's devaluation of human life is

encapsulated in the widely known

Khmer Rouge motto, "To keep you is no

benefit. To destroy you is no loss."  Khuon

Kiv, a child during the regime, remem-

bers another threat issued to remind

people of their worthlessness in the eyes

of Angkar:  "You will be soil for the rice

field."

______________________________
Sadiie  Blanchard  iis  a  Yale  Law  School
DC-CCam  Summer  2008  Legal  Associiate.

DOCUMENTATION CENTER OF CAMBODIA (DC-CAM) 27

SEARCHING FOR THE TRUTH HISTORY

Villagers  in  Siem  Reap  province



SPECIAL ENGLISH EDITION, THIRD QUARTER 2008

DOCUMENTATION CENTER OF CAMBODIA (DC-CAM) 28

COLLEGE STUDENTS AND MUSLIM

CHOEUNG EK AND ECCC   



DOCUMENTATION CENTER OF CAMBODIA (DC-CAM) 29

SEARCHING FOR THE TRUTH LEGAL

M YOUTHS TOUR TO TUOL SLENG,
 ON SEPTEMBER 25,  2008



SPECIAL ENGLISH EDITION, THIRD QUARTER 2008

DOCUMENTATION CENTER OF CAMBODIA (DC-CAM) 30

On August 12, 2008, the Co-Investigating

Judges of the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts

of Cambodia (ECCC) filed the Closing Order indicting

Kaing Guek Eav, alias Duch, for various offenses

based on Duch's role as Deputy Chairman and

Chairman of the S-21 Security Office, known as

Tuol Sleng Prison.  However, the legal and factual

scope of the Indictment was far narrower than the

Co-Prosecutor's Final Submission filed on July 18,

2008. On August 21, 2008, therefore, the Co-

Prosecutors announced their intention to appeal

the Closing Order.  

In accordance with the Internal Rules of the

ECCC, upon completing an investigation of an accused

party, the Co-Investigating Judges must issue a Closing

Order which may choose to indict that party, sending

the case to trial before the Trial Chamber.  The importance

of the Indictment persists throughout the trial.

Subsequently, after the completion of the trial, the

Trial Chamber's judgment is limited to the facts set

out in the Indictment.  Moreover, though the Trial

Chamber may change the legal characterization of

the crimes set out in the Indictment, it may not

introduce any new constitutive elements. The

Indictment, therefore, is of critical importance in

setting the scope of the trial.  

For these reasons, the Co-Investigating Judges

decision to limit the charges against Duch in the Closing

Order as compared with the Co-Prosecutor's Final

Submission raises at least three legal concerns.

First, it seems that under international law, the Co-

Investigating Judges' decision not to charge Duch

under Cambodian law was likely both premature

and legally incorrect.  Second, in failing to address

the "joint criminal enterprise" basis of liability,

explicitly argued by the Co-Prosecutors, the Closing

Order may be defective because it does not include

a reasoned decision on this point.  This is important

as JCE must be pled, if at all, in the indictment.

Finally, the Closing Order arguably defines the

scope of the crimes against humanity charges

against Duch too narrowly to fully acknowledge

why he is one of those most responsible for crimes

committed during the DK regime.

I.  Failure  to  Include  Cambodian  Criminal  Law  Charges

In the Closing Order the Co-Investigating

Judges noted that though acts committed by Duch

"constitute the domestic offenses of homicide and

torture" pursuant to the 1956 Cambodian Penal

Law, "these acts must be accorded the highest

available legal classification."  The Judges then found

that crimes against humanity and grave breaches of

the Geneva Conventions of 1949 were the highest

available legal classifications and rejected the Co-

Prosecutors' domestic law charges of torture and murder.

A.  Cumulative  Charging  Is  Permissible

It is well settled in international criminal law

that charging cumulative offenses is permissible.

Cumulative offences refer to crimes that arise from

different statutory provisions but that are based on

the same conduct.  Any decisions regarding cumulative

offenses are properly made by a Trial Chamber, which

can take into account the crimes actually proven

beyond a reasonable doubt at trial.  Moreover,

international courts have found that it may also be

acceptable to convict an accused of cumulative offenses

when the laws protect different social interests.  

The nature of the ECCC as a hybrid Court

supports cumulative charging of violations of

Cambodian and international law.  Only by allowing

such charges, can the Court completely grasp the

scope of the crimes committed by Khmer Rouge

ANALYSIS OF THE ECCC  CLOSING ORDER INDICTING

KAING GUEK EAV (DUCH)
Margarita Clarens



officials and the pervasive disregard for the rule of

Cambodian law during that epoch.   

B.  Cambodian  Law  and  International  Law  Charges

Are  Not  Cumulative

Furthermore, murder and torture as defined

in the 1956 Penal Law may not merge into the

"higher" legal classifications of crimes against

humanity and grave breaches of the Geneva

Conventions, as suggested by the Co-Investigating

Judges.  Under international law, convictions arising

under different criminal laws but based on the same

criminal conduct are permissible if the criminal

provisions or statutes each contain a materially

distinct element not contained in the other. In other

words, each criminal provision must require the proof

of a fact not required by the other. 

In making a determination regarding materially

distinct elements, the chapeau requirements, also

known as jurisdictional elements, of international

crimes must be taken into account. Chapeau

requirements are those elements that turn an

ordinary criminal offense into a violation of interna-

tional criminal law.  For example, crimes against

humanity are any acts committed as part of a wide-

spread or systematic attack directed against any civilian

population, on national, political, ethnical, racial or

religious grounds.  Alternatively, grave breaches of

the Geneva Conventions must be committed in the

context of an international armed conflict and against

persons or property defined as 'protected' by the

Geneva Conventions. 

None of the jurisdictional elements of these

international law crimes represent elements required

under the national code. Moreover, the underlying

crimes of torture and murder in the Cambodian Code

may have different elements not required under

international law.

Although the same factual circumstances

may be charged as torture under both international

and Cambodian law, what is legally significant is

the fact that there are material distinct elements

distinguishing the offenses. Analysis of the elements

reveals that under Cambodian law, to prove torture

it is necessary to present evidence of an affirmative

act, a purpose to obtain information, and a spirit of

retaliation or cruelty.  Under international law, on

the other hand, evidence of an omission may suffice

to prove the act necessary for torture.  The purpose

elements are also distinct, as under international

law evidence of a purpose of discrimination may be

introduced.    

Similarly, under the Cambodian Penal Code,

murder requires proof of an affirmative act, "faits

volontairement," distinguishing it from murder

under international law, where an omission may

under some circumstances suffice.  This possible

distinction, together with the international crimes'

jurisdictional elements, likely mean that an accused

could be found guilty of torture or murder under

international law and not under Cambodian or,

conversely, guilty under Cambodian law and not

under international law.  The international crimes,

simply, may not represent higher legal classifications

of the national crimes.  

Thus, the Co-Investigating Judges appear to

be in error by failing to indict Duch under the

Cambodian Penal Code.  Not only is the indictment

phase an inappropriate time to decide the issues of

cumulative charges, but the charges themselves do

not appear to be cumulative.  Further, the offenses

seem to serve differing social interests as the Court

was specifically mandated with holding the Khmer

Rouge accountable for their violations under both

international law and Cambodian law. Though con-

siderations of fairness and justice may require that

the similarity among the crimes not be overlooked,

ultimately, those considerations may be appropri-

ately addressed at sentencing.   

II.  Failure  to  Address  Joint  Criminal  Enterprise  Liability

Under the Internal Rules of the ECCC, "[t]he

Indictment shall be void for procedural defect

unless it sets out the identity of the Accused, a

description of the material facts and their legal

characterization . . . including the relevant criminal
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provisions and the nature of the criminal responsi-

bility."  Prior to the indictment, further, an important

dialogue between the Co-Prosecutors and the Co-

Investigating Judges must take place.  Namely, upon

completion of their investigation and prior to issuing

their Closing Order, the Co-Investigating Judges must

receive a "reasoned final submission" from the Co-

Prosecutors.  The Closing Order, in turn, must set out

the reasons for the Co-Investigative Judges' decisions.

These processes reflect the fundamental principles

of "fair and adversarial" proceedings as well as a

"separation [in the ECCC] between those authorities

responsible for prosecuting and those responsible

for adjudication."  Further, they are necessary to

"ensure legal certainty and transparency," giving

proper notice of the charges to the defense and

establishing a means of achieving uniformity across

prosecutions.

In the Duch Closing Order, however, the Co-

Investigating Judges failed to address all "relevant

criminal provisions" as well as "the nature of criminal

responsibility" addressed in the Co-Prosecutor's

submissions.  Specifically, the Judges did not address

whether Duch is liable under a theory of joint criminal

enterprise.  Though it is within the mandate of the

Co-Investigating Judges to reject arguments submitted

by the Co-Prosecutors, the Rules clearly require that

reasons be given for their decisions.  This is a fun-

damental part of their role in judging the submis-

sions by the parties and of separating the roles of

prosecutor and judge.  By overlooking arguments

submitted by the Co-Prosecutors, the Co-

Investigating Judges disregard and, ultimately nullify,

a crucial step in the procedures outlined by the

Internal Rules.

As defined in international law, JCE exists

when two or more people participate in a common

criminal endeavor, sharing a common criminal purpose.

The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former

Yugoslavia (ICTY) reasoned that "to hold criminally

liable as a perpetrator only the person who materially

performs the criminal act would disregard the role

as co-perpetrators of all those who in some way

made it possible for the perpetrator physically to
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carry out that criminal act."  This is particularly relevant

in large scale atrocities such as those that occurred

under the DK.  Under this view, only by looking at

the crimes an individual was able to perpetrate with

and through others is that individual's culpability

fully assessed.  Ultimately, as the ICTY found, "the

moral gravity of such participation [in the joint

enterprise] is often no less - or indeed no different

- from that of those actually carrying out the acts in

question."

Critically, moreover, international courts have

found that JCE must be properly pleaded in the

indictment in order to provide proper notice to the

defense and Trial Chamber of its intended use by

the prosecution at trial.  By failing to address the

issue, the Co-Investigating Judges have left the

applicability of JCE undecided, rendering the

Closing Order incomplete and, therefore, arguably

defective.  

III.  Decision  to  Limit  the  Scope  of  the  "Attack"    Against

the  Civilian  Population

One of the distinguishing elements of crimes

against humanity is the existence of a widespread

and systematic attack.  In the Closing Order, unlike

in the Co-Prosecutor's Final Submission, the Co-

Investigating Judges limited the scope of the attack

to the S-21 prison, stating "the crimes committed at

S21 themselves constituted a discreet widespread

or systematic attack against the civilian population

detained therein."  Such a characterization, however,

may undercut the mandate of the Court to seek out

senior leaders and those most responsible.  Further,

while simplifying the nature of the case against Duch,

the limitation is unnecessary under international

law and may be inappropriate from a policy perspective.

International courts have found that the

definition of "attack" within crimes against humanity

is broad.  In fact, an attack may be defined as any

mistreatment of a targeted civilian population.

Importantly, therefore, the acts of the accused must

only be a part of the larger attack.  

By looking at S-21's prominent position both

within the Party's plan and the hierarchy of security

offices, at Duch's constant control of the prison

which lasted throughout the entire reign of the

Khmer Rouge, and at Duch's position and role within

the Party, the scope of the attack perpetrated by the

CPK, and Duch as part of that apparatus, is fully

acknowledged. His alleged acts as the Deputy Chairman

and Chairman of S-21 were, precisely, a "part" of

the full attack.  If the full scope of the crimes occurring

during the period of the DK is not included as part

of the "attack," than it will be less clear to victims

how Duch is connected to the overall DK system

and why he is appropriate to try only him - and not

the heads of other DK prison centers - for violations

of international humanitarian law in a special tribunal.

______________________________
Margariita  Clarens
Duke  Uniiversiity  School  of  Law
DC-CCam  Legal  Volunteer  2008
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Abstract: In his final days while under house
arrest in Anlong Veng, Pol Pot brought attention to
the little known Cambodian Communist called Ta
Ya, by accusing him of being the ringleader of the
traitorous forces that led to the demise of Democratic
Kampuchea. For the last few years I have been
unearthing the links between revolutionaries in
southern Laos, northern Cambodia and northeastern
Thailand. My focus has been the relationship between
the Pathet Lao and the Khmer Rouge. However, the
scope of this study has spilled over to Isan as the
two revolutionary movements struggled for influence
over the ethnic Lao and Khmer Communists of
northeastern Thailand; specifically the Isan Tai branch
of the Communist Party of Thailand. My research
covers the southern command of the Pathet Lao,
Isan-Lao revolutionary relations, provincial historical
studies, tributary relations, patron-client networks,
relations amongst anti-Vietnamese forces in the
Lao-Cambodian frontier region, cross-border migrations
and trade, and the mysterious origins of the Communist
networks in Stung Treng, Ratanakiri, Mondulkiri, Otdar
Meanchey, Banteay Meanchey and Preah Vihear.

This article is drawn from my doctoral
research which is on the development of Lao-
Cambodian revolutionary relations in the 20th
century. It utilizes Lao, Khmer, Vietnamese, Thai,
French and English language archival sources and
as well as oral histories recorded in the provinces
of southern Laos and northern Cambodia. I have
visited Anlong Veng three times to interview
Khmer Rouge (KR) veterans who originated
from northeastern Cambodia. Many of them are
Khmer Leu (upland Cambodians, mostly speakers
of Austroasiatic languages) or ethnic Lao, while
a few are ethnic Khmer who were relocated to

the northeast of Cambodia to serve as border security
forces after the capture of Phnom Penh in 1975.
My interest is to show that the KR didn't treat the
ethnic Lao particularly harshly during their reign, i.e.
there wasn't an aggressive racial stance against the
Lao of northeastern Cambodia. Certainly there were
abuses and the killing of ethnic Lao, but it is interesting
to see how many gained positions of influence during
Democratic Kampuchea (DK) and following the
Vietnamese occupation. In addition, it has been
surprising to learn that a number of wives of purged
officials from the northeastern and northern provinces
did survive, as did their children and some of their
husbands' assisting staff. 

For example, the chief of Voeunsai, an ethnic
Khmer called Ta Kat, was purged after his brother
Ta But (alias Kheang Seum Han) the chief of Sector
104 (Stung Treng) was arrested by S-21 forces for
contacts with the Lao as tensions between Vietnam
and Cambodia rose to boiling level in 1978. In contrast,
his ethnic Lao wife is alive and well in western
Cambodia. It seems Ta But and Ta Kat were not
arrested in the early rounds of purges due to their

REVOLUTIONARY COUSINS:  
LAO-CCAMBODIAN REVOLUTIONARY LINKS

Matin Rathie

Laos-Kampuchea-Vietnam United Front meeting, 1950, showing
Nuhak, Sisana and Khamtai. Suk is obscured by Sisana



early association with the 'elder brothers' and possibly
also their Sino-Khmer ethnicity. Ta But had indeed
been in contact with the Pathet Lao (PL) chief of Khong
district in southern Laos, Bounyong Vongsavath.
Bounyong remembers friendly contacts with the KR
up until 1976 when he was sent to Vietnam for
political training. From reading the works of David
Chandler and Ben Kiernan it seemed that Angkar
Leu (the Upper Organization of the Communist Party
of Kampuchea) was ruthless in purging all relatives
and associates of party enemies, but not necessarily
so. Another interesting example is the case of Ta Laing,
the KR chief of Mondulkiri (known as Sector 105 by
the KR), who was associated through marriage and
work with the 'super traitor', Ta Ya. If you recall, Ta
Ya was the figure mentioned by Pol Pot in his final
interview with Nate Thayer for conspiring with the
Vietnamese against Angkar.

For the greater part of the 20th century the
Indochinese revolutionary movements claimed strong
fraternal links. However, the preeminence of the
Pol Pot faction in the Cambodian revolutionary
movement of the late 1960s led to the violent rupture
of the Indochinese trinity in the late 1970s. Since the
1980s there have been various studies of the uneasy
relationship between Vietnam and Cambodia, and
the intimate 'master-apprentice' relationship between
Laos and Vietnam. However, there has been no
detailed study of the relationship between the Lao
and the Cambodian revolutionary movements. An
important reason for this was that the two groups
for the greater part of the revolutionary struggle were
trained and developed separately by the Vietnamese
Communists. That is, the Lao were primarily administered
by Vietnamese cadres in northern Vietnam, while
the Cambodians were supervised by Vietnamese
cadres in southern Vietnam. However, there were
two areas of overlap, the Lao-Cambodian frontier
region which was administered by Vietnamese cadres
in central Vietnam, and Thailand where Indochinese
revolutionaries briefly sought sanctuary from French
security forces with sympathetic elements of the
Seri Thai and overseas branches of the ICP. 

Ta Ya was the final revolutionary name used
by the veteran Cambodian Communist Ney Sarann.
Ney Sarann, a Sino-Khmer, originated from Svay
Rieng province where he joined the Indochinese
Communist Party (ICP) along with Sao Pheum
(later DK's Eastern Zone commander), Keo Moni
and Keo Meas in the late 1940s. In the course of
the First Indochina War he worked with Cambodian
and Vietnamese cadres such as Tou Samouth, Ngo
That Son (alias Son Sichan), Nguyen Thanh Son,
Nong Saroun, Chay Saret, Sakiyavong and Hong Hy
in the eastern region which extended from Tay
Ninh up to Kratie. Ney Sarann trained in the Central
Highlands of Vietnam during the First Indochina
War and served as a liaison for the Khmer People's
Revolutionary Party's little known northeastern
branch, which was administered by Oum Seda and
his deputy Ya Korn.

For a long time it was believed that the
Cambodian Communists didn't have a true party
branch in the northeast until the arrival of Ieng Sary
and Son Sen in the early 1960s, but it was active
under Oum Seda since the late 1940s. Oum Seda
was the first regional secretary for the ICP, then the
Khmer People's Revolutionary Party (KPRP), in
northeastern Cambodia. His real name was Sieng
Kim Seng and he was ethnic Khmer. The choice of
the alias Seda is not known, but it is a Khmer
botanic term. Seda can also be a Lao name, but
generally it is spelt as Sida and applied to women.
Nowadays there is a commune in Lumphat district
named after Seda. Whereabouts Oum Seda originally
came from in Cambodia is unknown, however, we
do know that he was drafted by the French to serve
in the colonial forces and was imprisoned in Nha
Trang in Vietnam. In the course of the Japanese
occupation of Indochina Oum Seda was released
and then recruited into the Vietnamese revolutionary
movement. He was trained by cadres in Lien Khu V
(LKV), which was the region adjoining northeastern
Cambodia and southern Laos in the Vietnamese
Central Highlands, and then charged with building
revolutionary forces inside Cambodia. Oum Seda then
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located himself in the area between Siempang, in
modern day Stung Treng province, and Voeunsai, in
modern day Ratanakiri province. His base was at
Chantouk which nowadays is a small rural village
near the western fringe of the Virachey National
Park. Oum Seda married a local Lao woman and
learnt to speak the language fluently. He also spoke
Vietnamese well. 

An interesting point to note is that the north-
eastern branch of the KPRP was dominated by ethnic
Lao. However, this should really be no surprise
because the Lao are a large percentage of the local
population. The founding committee consisted of
five people, Oum Seda, Ya Korn, Chan Daeng, Chan
Nukeo and Madame Huot. Ya Korn (alias Ouch
Khamkorn) was an ethnic Khmer from Phum Krakor,
Kratie. He came from a well-to-do family and was
trained as a colonial official. Ya Korn initially came
to Ratanakiri (then part of Stung Treng) as a public
servant and held posts in both Lumphat and
Voeunsai. As a result he fell in love with a local Lao
woman, Chao Nang Oudone, and got married. Chao
Nang Oudone was the granddaughter of Chao Ya
Tham, who was the Lao prince from Champasak
who founded Voeunsai in the late 19th century. At
that time Voeunsai was tributary to the kingdom of
Champasak in southern Laos, and important economic
and cultural exchanges passed between the two
regions. Chao Ya Tham served as the governor of
Moulapoumok, the area covering northern Ratanakiri,
during the French period. The name Moulapoumok
is a variant of Mounlapamok, the southernmost
district in western Champasak province from where
most of the Lao settlers originated. As a result of
marrying into the Lao noble house of Voeunsai, Ouch
Khamkorn was given the honorific title Phagna
which was commonly abbreviated to Ya. An interesting
side note is that Ya Korn was the father of the Lao
People's Revolutionary Party (LPRP) Politburo
member Osakanh Thammatheva. In the early 1950s
Osakanh was sent by his father for political training
in northern Vietnam, while other ethnic Lao and
Khmer Leu from Ratanakiri, such as Thongdam

Chanthaphone, were sent for military training.
Osakanh joined the PL, married a lady from Sam Neua
and became an important military cadre in northern
Laos. Thongdam, a Voeunsai native, joined the PL
and later became the governor of Attapeu province
after 1975. Osakanh was able to reunite with his
mother and surviving siblings (a brother and sister
died during DK) in 1979 when he visited Phnom Penh.

Chan Daeng (alias Thongsy) was a cadre who
migrated from Laos to the Se San settlement of Pak
Kalan in the colonial period. In Philip Short's study
of the KR and Pol Pot he quoted a reference to Chan
Daeng made by Ieng Sary who said that "Thongsy
was an important veteran from the northeast".
Chan Daeng studied in Vietnam after 1954 and
returned to serve as a military instructor in the war
against Lon Nol. His wife Khamlai (also called Borkai
and Ba Keo Lai) survived the Pol Pot regime and settled
in Stung Treng town. Chan Nukeo (alias Khamfort)
was an ethnic Lao cadre who spent much of his time
in Lumphat. Chan Nukeo was born in Champasak
and then traveled to Phnom Penh to study as a monk
at Wat Ounalom. In the Cambodian capital he was
recruited by Communist agents active in the Sangha
and then went to northeastern Cambodia and began
his life as a revolutionary. Chan Nukeo married three
times, first to a Bunong woman from Mondulkiri,
then a Lao lady from Voeunsai who died in Vietnam
and finally a Tampuan woman from eastern Lumphat.
Not much is known about the final member of the
founding committee, Madame Huot, who was an
ethnic Lao native of Siempang and in charge of youth
affairs. However, she did survive the Pol Pot period. 

Another ethnic Lao cadre who had an important
role for the revolutionary movement in northeast
Cambodia was Bua Chuang. Bua Chuang was born
at Kiet Ngong in Champasak, an area famous for its
skilled elephant hunters. He was drafted by the French
into the colonial security forces and as a consequence
Bua Chuang was relocated from southern Laos to
Stung Treng. In the course of the Japanese occupation
Bua Chuang participated in armed resistance against
the Japanese in the vicinity of Bokeo and then joined
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the Issaraks - a term referring to the armed nationalist
forces allied with the Viet Minh. Due to his military
training and experience Bua Chuang became chief
of the Cambodian Communist fighting units in
northeastern Cambodia.   

I have interviewed ethnic Lao, Brao, Kravet,
Kreung, Jarai, Tampuan and Khmer from Stung Treng
and Ratanakiri who give differing accounts of Oum
Seda. However, most of them agree he was active
between Siempang and Voeunsai, and traveled to
other parts of the northeast. This is an interesting
point because the French drafted locals to build a
landlink between Siempang and Voeunsai which
was resented as a pointless endeavour in the eyes
of the locals, who knew that the wet season would
quickly erode/disable any road built through the
wilderness. In addition, the French brought in
Vietnamese coolies to help with public works. ICP
sympathizers and agents in the public works recruited
locals while working on the transport links and border
demarcation projects. This is how the ICP successfully
recruited Lao in Savannakhet and Khammuan in
central Laos to join the revolutionary struggle.

In the early days of the Cambodian Communist
movement, the northeastern revolutionaries had
much more in common with the Viet Minh in the
Central Highlands (in the region known LKV) and
the PL in southern Laos (then based in Ban Hinlat,
Sanamxai district Attapeu) than with its own leadership
in Phnom Penh and eastern Cambodia. Communi-
cations were maintained with the PL through
Siempang, the Viet Minh through Bokeo and the
KPRP through a sole agent based in Kratie, who
linked up with branches in Phnom Penh and eastern
Kampong Cham.

A number of Khmer Leu from Taveng in modern
day Ratanakiri traveled to the Bolavens Plateau region
in southern Laos during the 1940s is search of
employment on the coffee plantations being developed
by the French as well as local entrepreneurs. These
Cambodian labour migrants were recruited and trained
by the Viet Minh and their PL allies in the late 1940s.
They joined the PL in military operations in Champasak,

Attapeu and Salavan as well as undergoing ideological
training at the revolutionary stronghold at Dak Cheung,
in modern day Xekong province. 

In early 1951 an Indochinese front was formed
by uniting the PL, the Viet Minh and the Cambodian
Communists. At this time the Cambodians were
represented by Son Ngoc Minh, Sieu Heng and Tou
Samouth and the PL by Prince Souphanouvong,
Nouhak Phoumsavanh, Phoumi Vongvichit, Khamtai
Siphandone, Sisana Sisane and Singkapo Sikhot-
chounlamany. From this group of revolutionaries only
one, Khamtai Siphandone, had spent time in the
Lao-Cambodian frontier region. Hence upper level
contacts between Lao and Khmer Communists were
very much estranged as compared to those had with
the Vietnamese. 

In 1951 Lao-Viet forces from southern Laos
assisted Cambodian revolutionaries in the northeast
establish a small base area in the vicinity of Siempang,
Voeunsai and Taveng. The mixed Indochinese units
succeeded in capturing remote government posts.
However, they were quickly forced back into Lao territory
when better equipped and trained reinforcements
from Phnom Penh were sent to stabilize the region.
While exiled in southern Laos the revolutionaries
underwent political, cultural and military training so
as to be more effective fighting forces and better able
to win over the local populace with their propaganda.

In early 1954 a larger military operation was
launched by Indochinese revolutionary forces to
secure a liberated region encompassing southern
Laos and northeastern Cambodia. It succeeded in
defeating French forces and occupying the settlements
of Attapeu, Siempang, Voeunsai, Bokeo and Lumphat
while also threatening the Mekong towns of Stung
Treng and Kratie. The aim of this campaign was to
create a region in Cambodia that could serve as a
stronghold for the Cambodian Communists, as similar
regions had been established by the PL in northern
Laos and the Viet Minh in northern Vietnam and the
Central Highlands. However, many of the Lao
participating in the Viet Minh-led attacks on north-
eastern Cambodia sought to reunite the region with
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southern Laos as it had been before the arrival of
the French. Hence there were two conflicting agendas,
the revolutionary cause of the ICP and the reintegration
of the territories that constituted the former Lao
kingdom of Champasak.

The terms of the 1954 Geneva Accords caused
revolutionary contacts along the Lao-Cambodian
frontier to weaken. This was because most of the PL
forces were regrouped to the provinces of Huaphan
and Phong Saly in northern Laos. The few cadres
who remained as underground agents chose to locate
themselves at the PL stronghold of Lao Ngam on
the northern fringe of the Bolaven Plateau, i.e. hundreds
of kilometers to the north. PL cadres who had served
in northeastern Cambodia such as Seum Manovieng,
Chamnien Bounloth, Somlat Chanthamat, Sawai
Xaiyasena, Samane Vinyakhet, Boun Phommahaxay,
Phoune Sipraseuth, Phomma Douangmala, Keo
Luangsena and Thavone Chaleunsouk now continued
their careers in the northern battlefields of Laos.

After the 1954 Geneva Accords Ney Sarann
participated in Cambodian politics as a member of
the Krom Pracheachon (the KPRP's legal front), and
ran as a candidate in national elections for his home
province. At the same time Ney Sarann worked as a
teacher and educational administrator for the private
schools in Phnom Penh (details of Ya's own education
are sketchy). During the early Sangkum period Ney
Sarann served as Saloth Sar's supervisor at the
Chamroan Vichea School. From most accounts, Ney
Sarann was a popular teacher like Saloth Sar and
played an important role in recruiting monks and
students into the Communist movement. However,
it is not known how active he was outside of the
capital during 1955-1963. During the late 1950s some
of the leading cadres in the northeast of Cambodia
were Veng Khuon (Taveng-Brao), Khamphay (Voeunsai
-Lao), Thongbai (Voeunsai - Lao/Tampuan), Chanto
(Voeunsai-Lao) Ty Pheng (Siempang-Lao), Gariam
(O'Chhum-Kreung) and Chan Nukeo (Lumphat-Lao).

1957 was a critical year for the development
of the Cambodian revolutionary movement in
northeastern Cambodia. This was because the

Vietnamese advisors in Cambodia were withdrawn
from the field completely. In addition, the former
secretary-general of the KPRP Sieu Heng began
negotiations with the Royal Government of Cambodia
(RGC) in the lead up to his defection from the Party
in 1959. Sieu Heng, who was responsible for the
rural networks of the KPRP, exposed many of his
former comrades-in-arms to the iron-fisted justice
of Sihanouk's security forces, then commanded by
Kou Roun and Lon Nol. It seems that the ICP/KPRP
generation of the Cambodian Communists was
succeeded in the early 1960s by the KR, when Oum
Seda and Ya Korn were liquidated by Sihanouk's
forces following the defection of Siev Haeng.
Differing accounts claim that Ya Korn was killed by
government forces in Kratie in 1956 or in Lumphat
around 1957. The death of Tou Samouth in 1962
marked the virtual end of ICP generation links at
the senior level of the Communist movement
inside Cambodia. Keo Meas remained as the only
Cambodian Communist with personal contacts
with the PL leadership. However, during this period
he spent most of his time hiding out in clandestine
camps along the southeastern Viet-Cambodian
frontier. In the 1960s some of the leading cadres in
the northeast were Kham Len (Taveng-Brao), Sieng
Noy (Taveng-Brao), Thongbai, Khamlai (Voeunsai-
Lao), Thongsing (Voeunsai-Lao) and Kong Daeng
(O'Chhum-Tampuan). 

With the withdrawal of Saloth Sar from Phnom
Penh to the Viet-Cambodian frontier in the early
1960s, Ney Sarann was reassigned to work in
Mondulkiri. For Lao-Cambodian relations this was
an important step, as Ney Sarann married a local
lady of Lao ethnicity named Voeun and developed
close relations with the local people, be they ethnic
Tampuan, Bunong, Jarai or Lao. Ney Sarann's ethnic
Lao in-laws were promoted into the KR art troupe
and as drivers for members of Angkar Leu. Ta Ya's
niece had an arranged marriage with Ieng Thirith's
nephew. Other 'elder brothers' in the Cambodian
Communist movement who joined Ney Sarann in
the northeast in the mid-1960s were Son Sen, Um
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Neng and Nykorn. They were later joined by Ieng
Sary, Saloth Sar, Chan Sareth (alias Ta Va), Koy
Thuon, Yaem, Tiv Ol and for a very brief period by
Nuon Chea. Saloth Sar drew a large number of his
bodyguards from a Tampuan area on the northern
banks of the Srepok River, while Ieng Sary recruited
his from the Jarai in Andoung Meas and Son Sen
from the Kravet living between Siempang and
Voeunsai. Bou Phat was another ethnic Khmer who
cultivated close relations with the Lao and the Khmer
Leu of northeastern Cambodia. Bou Phat, a native
of Takeo, came to the northeast later than Ta Ya
and located himself on the Se San between Taveng
and Voeunsai. Before coming to the northeast Bou
Phat had worked with Khieu Samphan as a journalist.
Um Neng was another ethnic Khmer who worked
as a journalist in the Cambodian capital before
entering the maquis. Um Neng was known as Vy in
Ratanakiri. However, when later stationed at
Siempang he was called Vong. His wife was known
as Sorn in Ratanakiri, while their daughter was called
Phat in Siempang.

The ethnic Lao of Mondulkiri, largely centred
on the district of Kaoh Nhek, had important networks
with Lao in Stung Treng, Lumphat, Voeunsai, Siempang
and of course Laos. Ney Sarann, Ta Kat and other
KR leaders who relocated from the capital were
able to tap into these networks and rapidly develop
the revolutionary movement in the northeast. This
was because the ethnic Lao had historically been
the most efficient networkers in the region, due to
their trade in forest goods and Buddhist missionary
activities. Thus this allowed them to successfully
integrate with the local peoples and gain their trust,
unlike the lowland ethnic Khmer (Khmer Kandal)
who filled the ranks of the RGC's corrupt public
service and armed forces. Since the early 1960s
relations between the Khmer Leu and the lowland
Khmer settlers had soured due to the seizure of
land for rubber cultivation and the exploitation of
cheap labour.

During the late 1960s and early 1970s Ney
Sarann moved around northeastern Cambodia and

Preah Vihear province recruiting people into the KR.
In addition, he played an important role as a liaison
with the Vietnamese and Lao when receiving military
supplies down the Sihanouk Trail (note this refers
to the northern branch which comes off the Ho Chi
Minh trail in eastern Attapeu province and follows
the Xe Kong River valley into Stung Treng province).
Khmer Leu and ethnic Lao from the northeast
commented that Ney Sarann's leadership at the
local level was fair and pragmatic, although he was
definitely linked to revenge killings of Lon Nol regime
figures. 

Bua Khao (alias Kae) was the veteran ethnic
Kravet leader of Kok Lak commune, north of Voeunsai.
In 1970 his forces helped feed and shelter the Khmer
Hanoi who survived the arduous journey down the
Ho Chi Minh Trail to aid the KR against the Lon Nol
regime. The Khmer Hanoi were KPRP regroupees
who had spent the period from 1954 to 1970 training
and working in the DRV as they were denied by the
terms of the 1954 Geneva Accords a safe haven
inside Cambodia. Some of the important figures in
this group were Bua Chuang, Chen Reun, Puay
Nuchan, Pen Sovann, Bou Thong and Soy Keo. Dy
Pheng was a Lao veteran from Lumphat who went
to the DRV in 1954. 

In 1970 two large forces of KR from the
northeast escorted senior cadres to new base areas
west of the Mekong. The first group, including Chan
Sareth (alias Ta Va), Bou Phat (alias Ta Piang), Ta Hai
(alias Seuy) and Ta Phan, established a revolutionary
command in Preah Vihear province, then referred
to as Sector 103. Ta Hai was an ethnic Khmer from
the frontier area between Svay Rieng and Tay Ninh,
who had underwent training in Vietnam before
serving in the northeast. He used to be a bodyguard
for Khieu Ponnary and Ieng Sary. Ta Phan was an
ethnic Lao from Preah Angkuel, close to the Lao-
Cambodian frontier point on the Mekong. The
group sent to Preah Vihear included three units mixed
with Vietnamese soldiers serving as vanguard shock
troops. The Preah Vihear CPK leaders had a security
force of over one hundred soldiers, many of whom
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were ethnic Lao or Khmer Leu such as Bun Chan
(brother of Kham Teung), Tew Soth, Ta Tan, Ta Song
(Tampuan), Kat Yay (Kreung), Oy Deuan (Jarai) and
Ba Taem (Jarai). Before arriving in Stung Treng, the
northeasterners were armed only with crossbows
and grenades. However, on arrival they were armed
with AK47 machine guns and other rifles. Nearly all
of these soldiers married local ethnic Khmer women
once they settled in Preah Vihear. 

The headquarters for Preah Vihear were first
located at Anlong Svay, Rovieng district, and then
shifted north to Phum Tumloab, where a dam and
a camp with a hospital, radio station and barracks
were constructed out of the wilderness. Once based
in Preah Vihear the senior cadres renamed themselves;
Chan Sareth became known as Ta Mann, his wife
Pheap as Son, Bou Phat as Ta Hang, Ta Hai as Ta
Pong and Ta Phan as Ta Pao. Both Ta Hang and Ta
Phan were based at Phum Tumloab, while Ta Mann
and Ta Pong were stationed in different spots in
Chey Saen district. Ta Phan served as the economics
chief of Preah Vihear, while Ta Hang had both a
political and a military role. Ta Mann was the polit-
ical commissar of Sector 103 and Ta Pong the security
chief. Like Ta Ya, Ta Hang was well liked by the local
people of Preah Vihear and few of them were killed
by his order. Ta Hang married a Preah Vihear local
called Pin and adopted local children to be trained
into a special youth unit. His assistant was another
person called Ya, but he was an ethnic Khmer local
from Rovieng (his wife Sou is still alive). Ta Yuon, an
ethnic Khmer, was the military commander of border
forces at Preah Vihear temple. Ta Meak was the KR
leader in Tbaeng Meanchey. Bun Chan became the
district chief of Choam Khsant. Ta Mi an ethnic
Tampuan was the district's military chief. He was
accompanied by his wife Si who was also Khmer Leu.

The second group of Communist Party of
Kampuchea (CPK) leaders, including Saloth Sar,
Koy Thuon and Tiv Ol, joined Ke Pauk, Nuon Chea,
Khieu Samphan, Hu Nim and Hou Yuon at the new
Party headquarters in northern Kampong Cham
province. They were escorted by a similar sized

troop of Khmer Leu soldiers including cadres such
as Vy Cheam (Jarai). Once the 'elder brothers' of the
CPK were securely based in central Cambodia they
began more actively pursuing a separate ideological
path from the Vietnamese, which they implemented
with strict discipline and unforgiving force. 

Around 1972 the veteran cadres of the northeast
began fearing for their lives as the KR leadership
adopted a hostile stance against the Vietnamese
and their former protégés. This included loyalists of
Sihanouk who had rallied to the FUNK. The KR
purged veteran ethnic Lao and Khmer Leu cadres
such as Khamphay, Khamdaeng, Ta Kiang (Kreung),
Khamphan (Voeunsai - Lao), Boun Chua (Voeunsai
- Lao), Boun Kong (Koh Pir - Jarai), Chan Daeng and
Ty Pheng, and destroyed local heritage sites such as
the funerary monument built for Chao Ya Tham in
Voeunsai. This incited panic amongst local base
people and hardened revolutionaries who began
initiating secret contacts with their Lao and
Vietnamese allies in an effort to seek assistance and
relief from the extremes of the KR. Khamvieng an
ethnic Tampuan cadre from northeastern Lumphat
district became a feared figure in northeastern
Cambodia in his role as security chief of the region.
He was married to an ethnic Lao woman called
Sidom from Ba Deum, east of Stung Treng town.
Khamvieng spoke Lao well and he centralized
killing in the northeast. Many locals recall the arrival
of Khamvieng's military jeep with a red flag in their
cooperative as an omen of impending death.
Khamvieng was linched and killed by locals after
the Vietnamese occupation in 1979. However, his
wife survived and she now lives in southeastern
Ratanakiri province. 

A number of ethnic Lao and Tampuan cadres
served as KR officials in Lumphat such as Ta Keng
and Ta Peum. Ta Tum an ethnic Kreung served as
Ta Keng's deputy. Ta Pon an ethnic Lao, but non-native
of Lumphat, served as district chief. He was married
to an ethnic Khmer woman from Svay Rieng called
Huang. Huang is still alive and resident in Lumphat.
Ta Nyang another ethnic Lao local succeeded Pon
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as district chief towards the end of DK. He survived
the Vietnamese occupation and died a natural
death at Ban Mai in 1984. Ta Peng, an ethnic Lao
and a former monk who had studied in Stung
Treng, served as a chlorp. In this role he summoned
locals for study and also observed the killing of
'enemies' in the forest. Sithat, a Khmer Hanoi veteran,
was one of the senior figures purged in Lumphat.
Other ethnic Lao holding positions of power in the
northeast were Thavone at the party office located
at Sam Khuoy, code-named K-20, Ta Seila from Ban
Hang Khu, and Kham Tat from Pak Kalan who carried
out purges in Voeunsai. 

In 1973 Ney Sarann received Prince Sihanouk's
GRUNK/FUNK delegation at the Lao-Cambodian
frontier in the vicinity of Ta Ngau (northern
Siempang) with Khieu Samphan and Hu Nim, after
the exiled prince had traveled down the Ho Chi Minh
Trail. Ney Sarann and Ta Hang escorted Sihanouk
and his entourage across the Xe Kong River at Phabang,
a short distance north of Siempang town. From
here they went on to Veunkham (Lao border crossing
point on eastern bank of Mekong in southern
Champasak province; a large fig tree marked the
point where they rested) and then to Phnom Kulen
(Siem Reap province) and back.

In 1974 the chief of Preah Vihear Ta Mann
was killed by an ethnic Kuy bodyguard at his base
in Chey Saen. As a result Ta Hang became chief of
Sector 103. Ta Hang based himself at Phum Tumloab
but also traveled to Rovieng regularly. His subordinates
were located in Chey Saen and Chhaep. The wife of
Ta Mann, Prum Son, also survived DK despite being
mentioned in the S-21 'confession' of Bou Phat. 

In mid-1974 the KR re-forged links with the
PL leadership by sending a delegation led by Khieu
Samphan and Ieng Sary to the PL headquarters in
Sam Neua. At this time the key figure in the PL
responsible for the Lao-Khmer relations was
Khamphay Boupha. However, veterans from the
south of Laos such as Sithon Kommadam and Maha
Kou Souvannamethi also met with the Cambodian
Communists. Khamphay Boupha liaised primarily

with the FUNK representatives based in Beijing and
Hanoi rather than dealing directly with KR inside
Cambodia. As a consequence the PL leadership
only had a vague understanding of the goings on of
the CPK and wrongly believed that Prince Sihanouk
held a much more influential role in the Cambodian
revolutionary movement. 

Before the fall of Phnom Penh, Ney Sarann
was moved from the northeast to the CPK head-
quarters in central Cambodia, where it is understood
that he took charge of military logistics before the
final seizure of the capital. After April 17, 1975 Ney
Sarann served in Phnom Penh and joined a DK
delegation seeking material support from China. The
removal of Ney Sarann from northeastern Cambodia
around 1973-74 resulted in a breakdown of local
support in the KR as lowland cadres, such as Um
Neng and Son Sen's brother Nykorn, enforced CPK
policy more strictly on the indigenous community
and overtly criticized the Vietnamese as evil parasites
(A similar description of the Lao in the northeast
had been made by the French seventy years earlier
out of frustration at their failure to disentangle the
Lao patronage networks from Champasak and Siam).

This resulted in groups of Khmer Leu and ethnic
Lao, led by figures such as Bou Thong (Tampuan),
Soy Keo (Kachok), Kham Len (Brao), Sieng Noy
(Brao), Veng Khuon (Brao), Dy Pheng (Lao), Kham
Teung (Brao), Bun Mi (Brao), Dy Phim (Siempang -
Lao), Chen Reun (Taveng - Brao), Bua Chuang
(Lao), Khamphin (Tampuan), Khamchanh (Brao),
Puay Nuchan (Lao) and Nou Beng (Lao), fleeing to
Vietnam and Laos. The refugees escaped from
northeastern Cambodia to Laos along three routes:
overland from Siempang to Ban Khinak; following
the banks of mountain streams up to the border
ranges; and by crossing the Naga's Tail in the far
northeast corner of the country. They later became
the new leaders of the People's Republic of
Kampuchea (PRK) due to their privileged status
with the Vietnamese, which was cultivated during
their time in exile. Bou Thong became Defence
Minister in the PRK and Soy Keo his deputy. Nou
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Beng became the PRK's Health Minister, but fell
from grace after being caught trafficking opium.
Bun Mi was also chosen for high office in the PRK,
but he fell chronically ill and insane after receiving
bad anesthesia during an operation to remove a
bullet from his shoulder. Bua Chuang became governor
of Ratanakiri and a senior commander in the PRK
armed forces. Puay Nuchan became a senior military
officer in charge of ammunitions. Chan Nukeo became
the chief magistrate of Ratanakiri. When not overseeing
legal affairs in the province, Chan Nukeo also promoted
the preservation of Lao customs and songs.

So Sareuan (Khmer - Takeo) and Dy Thin
(Tampuan) were two important KR cadres who
held administrative roles in the northeast after the
seizure of Phnom Penh in 1975, commanding military
forces belonging to Division 801. Dy Thin married
an ethnic Khmer woman, Van, from Kampong Spueu.
This unit, which had around 3000 soldiers, was
charged with the security of the northern frontiers
with Laos and Vietnam. Division 802 was the military
force tasked with border security along the western
section of the Lao-Cambodian frontier. Division 802
had Kuy, Tampuan, Jarai and Kravet personnel. Keo
Sareuan was the first chief of Division 802, but he
was purged and replaced by Ta Chon. Ta Chon was
from Kampong Thom and a brother-in-law of Son
Sen. His headquarters were at Trapeang Kul near
the headwaters of the Tonle Repou River. After the
Vietnamese occupation he fled to the Phnom
Dangrek and then in 1984 he joined Son Sen in
Pailin, where he later died. Ta Chon's wife was from
Kampong Spueu. Sim an ethnic Tampuan based at
Chhaep was another key figure in Division 802.
Another military force, Division 920, oversaw border
security with Vietnam in the region of Mondulkiri. It
was led by Chhin an ethnic Khmer from Svay Rieng
and his deputy Soy, Koy Thuon's brother. 

At this point, early 1976, Angkar Leu reassigned
Ney Sarann to the northeast, so as to bring order to
the region. In addition, Ney Sarann administered a
larger territory which covered Stung Treng, Ratanakiri,
Mondulkiri and Kratie. The embarrassment of the

Khmer Leu refugees was complicated by border
tensions between Vietnam and Cambodia, which
had been simmering since 1968. This hostility arose
from a difficult period for the KR when the Vietnamese
refused to supply them with weapons and both
forces were dealing with critical food shortages. In
early 1975 Khmer and Vietnamese forces snatched
territories from each other and argued over the
exploitation of maritime resources. Being an elder
brother of the party and fluent in Vietnamese, Ney
Sarann was appointed as the senior negotiator in
the DK-Socialist Republic of Vietnam border dispute,
which extended up into the highland district of
O'Yadav, Ratanakiri. Around this period, early 1976,
suspicions were fermenting inside Angkar Leu as
the party leadership felt threatened by 'hidden
rivals' and Ney Sarann, then commonly known as
Ta Ya, became a target of investigation. This witch
hunt for party enemies emulated Mao's purge of
rivals and factions in the Chinese Communist Party.
In a way, Ney Sarann could be compared with the
Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai who died in early 1976,
as both figures promoted pragmatism while their
superiors sought impossible goals.

It is known that Ta Ya had long-standing
differences of opinion with Pol Pot with regards to
economic management, but whether he actively
conspired against him remains unclear. Certainly he
was aligned with CPK moderates such as Koy
Thuon (former chief of the KR's Northern Zone and
then DK Economics and Trade Minister) and Hou
Yuon, which placed him in dangerous company
when the CPK leadership was seeking to elaborate
on the experience of the Great Leap Forward and
the Cultural Revolution in China. Nevertheless it
cannot be doubted that Ney Sarann was a party
loyalist as he actively pursued the party's interests
in border negotiations. By late 1976 it had been
decided by Angkar Leu that Ta Ya was a traitor due
to his association with the Vietnamese and other
party 'revisionists' also accused of plotting to topple
the regime. This resulted in his arrest in September
and imprisonment at Toul Sleng, where he was
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questioned and tortured brutally. Subsequently, a
large number of cadres from the northeast and
elsewhere were purged for being members of Ta
Ya's 'Laos Plot' (this term appears in other 'confessions'
and relates to a revisionist faction in the CPK seeking
to adopt a moderate form of socialist construction
as employed by the PL).

The interrogation of Ta Ya resulted in a series
of wide-ranging purges within the CPK's ranks.
Some of the cadres caught up Ta Ya's 'treacherous
network' were Ta Soth (chief of Siem Reap), Chhin
(Division 920 chief), Bua Khao and Ta Lao, an ethnic
Jarai cadre from Andoung Meas and protégé of Ta
Ya. It is interesting to note that Ta Lao's brothers Vy
Cheam and Ta Weng survived DK. In addition, two
senior Kachok cadres from Andoung Meas, Ro Mam
Yon and Ga Lan Hwet, were sent back to the northeast
after being arrested by S-21. Nhem San an ethnic
Khmer from Kratie became the new chief of
Division 920. Nhem San's wife survived DK and is
now living in western Cambodia.

An interesting development from this tragic
series of events was that relatives of Ta Ya in
Mondulkiri survived the party crackdown and
remained faithful to Angkar Leu right up until the
1990s. Ta Ya's ethnic Lao in-laws Ta Laing (secretary
of Mondulkiri) and Khamphoun (deputy secretary),
who took charge of Sector 105 in the 1970s, died
at the hands of each other rather than the guards of
S-21 at Toul Sleng prison (a detailed study of their
activities by Sara Colm and Sorya Sim is being
released soon by the Documentation Centre of
Cambodia). Two deputies of Ta Laing, Sophea an
ethnic Khmer-Jarai and Ra an ethnic Lao, were
purged by Angkar. Sao Saroun, an ethnic Bunong
and relative of Ta Laing, became the chief of Sector
105 following the death of Ta Laing. Tit Ya an ethnic
Lao local from Kaoh Nhek district served as a senior
cadre as well. Ta Laing's brothers, Ta Lork and Ta
Onsi, joined the Sector 105 administrative committee
in 1978 and in 1986 led hundreds of KR followers
from the northeast to the Dangrek Range, where they
entered the service of Ta Mok, Son Sen and Ke Pauk.

Ta Onsi who served alongside Nhem San
(former chief of Division 920 and Son Sen's killer)
now lives in Anlong Veng town, a short distance
from Ke Pauk's children and the S-21 photographer
Nhem En, and spends his time gardening like many
KR veterans. However, he does also serve as a military
advisor for the regional military forces based south
of Anlong Veng. Ta Onsi is married to an ethnic Lao
woman from Stung Treng. As a youth he studied in
Stung Treng as a monk and also had the opportunity
to visit Laos. During this period Ta Onsi established
close friendships were Lao monks who came to
Cambodia to sponsor the development of Buddhist
temples in the Srepok River valley. Mrs. Bua Channa,
the niece of Ney Sarann's Lao wife, is now the
women's affairs officer for Phum 105, the village
where many Khmer Leu associated with the KR
leadership are now based. Recently she was appointed
deputy chief of the sub-district. Her husband Koy
Tuan, the former personal assistant to So Sareuan
(protégé of Pol Pot and Son Sen's killer) is also a
sub-district official. 

All of these veterans are firmly settled in Otdar
Meanchey province, but maintain their Lao and Khmer
Leu culture. They have also recently reunited with
family and friends from Mondulkiri and Laos and
participated in the construction of a Buddhist temple
at Peam Chimeat on the banks of the Srepok River.
Phum 105 sits at the base of the Dangrek escarpment
below Pol Pot's now derelict bunker and to the
west of So Sareuan's former base at O'Svay. It is an
unusually tidy village in a picturesque setting,
receiving support from a collection of NGOs. This is
a sharp contrast to the squalor that surrounds the
graves of Pol Pot and Ta Mok, located to the northwest
of Phum 105. Some 5-10 kilometres away from the
main road linking Anlong Veng with Chong Sa-ngam
pass, Phum 105 enjoys a surprising level of harmony
in an area where conflict dominated daily life for so
long.

Like Ta Ya, Ta Hang was accused of plotting
against Angkar, but was not arrested until early 1978
when he was identified as a treacherous element in
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the CPK. This was due to his links with Ney Sarann
and also his relaxed administrative style. As a result
he and his subordinates were arrested by cadres
sent from the southwest. The daughter of Ta Hang,
Muon, survived DK and was adopted by Chea Sim
in 1981. Ta Hang's elder brother Bou Thit escaped
to Vietnam and his sister survived DK. The prison
staff at Anlong Svay, Lot (Khmer - Kampong Sralao),
Muth (Bunong) and Guarn (Kuy), were also arrested.
The KR operated prisons in Chhaep, Anlong Svay
and Rovieng. In addition, there were killing fields
near the KR base at Phum Tumloab. Mey Kri an ethnic
Khmer from the southwest replaced Bun Chan as
chief of Choam Khsant. Under her command the
ancient brick Buddhist temple was destroyed. Mey
Kri alias Ri was married to Soeun, another cadre
from Takeo who served in Anlong Veng. Bun Chan
was sent to Siem Reap and then forwarded onto S-21
officials in Takeo. He survived DK due to the arrival
of Vietnamese forces in 1979. With the arrest of Ta
Hang, the administration of Sector 103 was
assumed by Chan Sam (alias Sae) and Khoem, but
they were later purged by Angkar. Khoem who had
taken charge of Sector 103 was replaced by Mok,
an ethnic Khmer. Mok escaped to the Thai frontier
in 1979. The former bodyguard of Ta Pong, Y Chhien,
survived the Preah Vihear purges to become a
bodyguard for Ieng Sary.

The low number of deaths in Preah Vihear
during the KR period is due to a number of factors.
Unlike other parts of Cambodia, there was hardly
any Viet Minh legacy in Preah Vihear. In the course
of the First Indochina War Vietnamese revolutionary
forces had only briefly passed through the territory
of Preah Vihear and been unable to establish a
branch of the KPRP. In the eyes of the CPK leaders
Preah Vihear was untainted and rooted in the purest
traditions of Cambodian history due to its isolation
and low level of development. High level Party links
with the local populace also made a difference. For
example, Khieu Samphan was married to an ethnic
Khmer local from Rovieng called Roeun. The small
population of Preah Vihear also helped deter large

scale killings because the KR needed personnel to
guard the frontiers with Laos and Thailand where
hostile forces lurked.

Ta Ya's deputy Um Neng was reappointed
chief of the northeast after Ta Ya's arrest. Um Neng
and his family, who were all ethnic Khmer, shared
good relations with the locals. His daughter trained
as a nurse. Eventually Um Neng became a suspect
in the wake of Angkar's purge of Ney Sarann's network
in mid 1978. He was summoned to Phnom Penh,
but committed suicide before being arrested by S-21
personnel. His family members were left unharmed
following his death. However, the chief of Stung
Treng, Ta But, was purged in late 1978 along with
his Sino-Khmer wife Sipha. Ta But's brother Ta Kat
was also arrested. The widows of Um Neng and Ta
Kat became close friends after the disappearance of
their husbands. They both joined Son Sen's entourage
following the Vietnamese occupation in 1979.
However, the eldest daughter of Um Neng, Boat,
was separated from her mother and remained in
Ban Lung and worked as health official. She lived in
the same village as Ta Ya's ethnic Kreung messenger,
Khamphong, who also survived DK. 

The Vietnamese liberation of Cambodia in
1979 brought one final twist to Lao-Cambodian
relations in the frontier region as opponents of the
Vietnamese-backed regimes in Laos and Cambodia
sought support from each other in the sanctuary of
the Phnom Dangrek. Members of the Champasak
royal family in Laos became key figures in the Ku
Xat (Lao anti-Communist resistance) which operated
bases close to the tri-border region which encompassed
portions of Ubon, Preah Vihear and Champasak. KR
refugees from the northeast cooperated with the
Ku Xat to develop outside contacts and generate
income from the sale of gems, artifacts and timber.
In return the Ku Xat received arms. Again the desire
the reclaim lost territories was perpetuated but it
quickly faded due to factional feuding.
____________________________
Matiin  Rathiie
Viientiiane  Collage,  LPD
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The main purpose of the Extraordinary

Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) is to

provide justice to the victims of the Khmer Rouge.

In order to do so, it must prosecute those crimes

that are the most important to the victims. As I wrote

in issue 97 of Searching for the Truth (January 2008),

in reading victim accounts a consistent theme

seems to emerge.  More than murder and torture,

victims talk about the lack of food.  For many, this

feeling of hunger is their strongest memory of the

Democratic Kampuchea era.  

Although hundreds of thousands of people

died of starvation during the Khmer Rouge period,

prosecuting the Khmer Rouge leaders for those

deaths would not be easy.  The ECCC's jurisdiction

is limited. It can only prosecute defendants for grave

breaches of the Geneva Convention, genocide, crimes

against humanity, and a few other crimes.  In addition,

it has jurisdiction only over senior leaders and those

most responsible for the crimes of that era.  Taking

into account these challenges, this article will discuss

how food deprivation might be prosecuted by the

ECCC.

A number of governments in modern history

have regulated the production and distribution of

food as a means of political control.  Even though

government induced famines have caused millions

of deaths, they have not elicited the same outrage

as atrocities claiming only a fraction of the number

of victims.  One reason that governments have

historically been able to withhold food with impunity

is their ability to blame famines on intervening

conditions such as bad weather or a poor harvest.

It is extremely difficult to show that starvation is an

intended criminal act and not merely the consequence

of poor planning or unforeseen consequences. For

this reason, until today no international tribunal has

prosecuted government leaders for starving their
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own population. 

Prosecution  of  Starvation  As  a  War  Crime

There are long established rules for the treatment

of a civilian population during times of war.

Historically, withholding food as means of inducing

surrender has been considered an acceptable tactic.

Even after the development of commonly accepted

rules of war, laying siege to a city and starving out

a population was not considered unlawful.  For

example, in the post World War II trial of the Nazi

High Command (United States v. Von Leeb), a US

military court reluctantly condoned the Nazi siege

of Leningrad that resulted in the deaths of more

than one million Russians, saying, "We might wish

the law were otherwise but we must administer it as

we find it." The court found: a belligerent commander
may lawfully lay siege to a place controlled by the
enemy and endeavor by a process of isolation to
cause its surrender.  The propriety of attempting to
reduce it by starvation is not questioned.  Hence,
the cutting off of every source of sustenance from
without is deemed legitimate.

It was only in 1949 with the adoption of the

Geneva Conventions that humanitarian law prohibited

the unfettered right of armies to starve out a population

in order to gain a military advantage.  However, this

prohibition is narrowly drawn.  Article 23 of the Fourth

Convention states that a military must permit the

free passage of all consignments of essential food-

stuffs to "children under fifteen, expectant mothers,

and maternity cases."   Moreover, the prohibition is

conditional on the belligerent's satisfaction that

there are "no serious reasons for fearing," among

other things, that the enemy may gain a definite

military advantage. Thus, not only is the scope of who

is protected limited, but so too are the circumstances

under which the prohibition will apply.  Only in 1977

with the adoption of the additional protocols of the

Geneva Conventions was "[s]tarvation of civilians as

a method of warfare/combat" absolutely prohibited.

The law establishing the Extraordinary Chambers

gives the ECCC competence to prosecute grave

breaches of the 1949 Geneva Conventions, but not

criminal violations of their subsequent protocols. To

prosecute someone for a grave breach, a nexus

must be shown between the criminal act and an

international armed conflict.  Prosecutors at the

ECCC may attempt to argue that Cambodia was in

a state of war with Vietnam during the entire duration

of the DK regime (1975 - 1979). If this argument

succeeds they would still be required to show that

the starvation of Cambodian civilians was related to

the war with Vietnam.

Even more problematic, the grave breaches

of the Fourth Geneva Convention - those acts identified

by the Convention as giving  rise to individual criminal

responsibility - do not include the failure to allow

free passage of food. Because the ECCC law clearly

limits the Court's jurisdiction to grave breaches, it is

unlikely that the judges will allow prosecution of

war crimes not explicitly identified as such by the

Conventions.  For that reason, starvation most likely

cannot be prosecuted as a war crime at the ECCC.

Prosecution  of  Starvation  As  Genocide

One of the most controversial issues facing

the prosecutors and judges at the ECCC is whether

to charge the Khmer Rouge leaders with genocide.

The ECCC law, which mirrors the Genocide

Convention of 1948, defines genocide as "any acts

committed with the intent to destroy, in whole or,

in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious

group."  This includes acts "deliberately inflicting on

the group conditions of life calculated to bring

about its physical destruction in whole or in part."

Starvation could thus seemingly be prosecuted as a

mode of committing genocide. 

However, to charge genocide, the targeted

population must be a national, ethnic, racial or religious

group. By definition, political or social groups cannot

be victims of genocide.  Although up to one-fifth of

Cambodian's population may have died during the

DK regime, most of the victims were ethnic Khmer.

Although a strong argument can be made that the

Khmer Rouge disproportionately targeted for harsh
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treatment groups such as the Cham Muslims and

Vietnamese, because Khmer Cambodians similarly

suffered from the lack of food, it would be extremely

difficult to show that government policies resulting

in starvation were aimed at eliminating these

protected groups. It is therefore unlikely that the

prosecutors will decide to charge starvation as the

crime of genocide.

Prosecution  of  Starvation  As  the  Crime  Against

Humanity  of  Extermination

Crimes against humanity are considered to

be of similar gravity to the crime of genocide.  In

particular, the crime against humanity of extermination

is similar not only in gravity but also in substance to

genocide in that both criminalize large scale killing.

The ECCC law defines crimes against humanity as

"any acts committed as part of a widespread or

systematic attack directed against any civilian

population, on national, political, ethnical, racial or

religious grounds."  

Thus, to prosecute crimes against humanity,

prosecutors must first demonstrate that there was a

widespread or systematic attack against a civilian

population on national, political, ethnical, racial or

religious grounds.   International jurisprudence has

been quite liberal in determining what constitutes

an attack.  For example, the attack need not reach

the level of an armed conflict.  Likewise, the courts

have been fairly liberal in defining what constitutes

discriminatory intent for the attack. It would therefore

not be difficult to show that there was an attack

against the Cambodian people at the time starvation

was occurring.

Once the contextual elements of a crime against

humanity are established, the criminal act itself must

be proved.  In the case of the crime of extermination,

it must be shown that there has been intentional

mass killing. The International Criminal Tribunal for

Rwanda (ICTR), which has a very similar definition

of crimes against humanity as the ECCC, has found

that extermination can take place through "the creation

of conditions of life that leading to the mass killing

of others," such as "withholding the necessities of

life."  Presumably this could include food deprivation.

Moreover, the International Criminal Court's Rome

Statute explicitly states that extermination includes

the "the deprivation of access to food … calculated

to bring about the destruction of part of a population."

If a similar definition of extermination is accepted

by the ECCC, the prosecution would need to prove

that the deprivation of food was a manufactured

rather than a natural occurrence.  In other words, the

starvation must have been preventable. Moreover,

it must be shown to have been perpetrated as part

of the overarching attack against the civilian

population. In addition to intending the deprivation

of food, the accused must have known that this

crime was committed as part of the greater attack.

One of the principle policies of the DK regime

was the abolishment of private property.  This meant

that everything grown in a cooperative (co-op)

belonged to the central government (the Center)

and food distribution was controlled by the co-op

chief.  Each co-op also had to give a portion of their

harvest to the Center as a tax.  This tax was viewed

by the Center as essential, for it was the primary means

of generating revenue.  The result was that co-op

chiefs, acting either out of fear or an eagerness to

please the Center, often prioritized meeting the tax

quota over feeding the population.  Survivors report

seeing piles of rice taken away in trucks even while

the people in the co-ops were starving. Another

policy contributing to starvation was the prohibition

on foraging for food without permission.  If people

were caught more than once they would usually be

arrested, and sometimes executed.  

The charged persons will likely argue that

these actions were not caused by the Center's policies

but were independent decisions made by lower

level officials.  To prove otherwise, the prosecution

will either have to directly connect senior officials to

practices resulting in starvation or provide evidence

of the similarity of such practices in different areas

of the country to show that they must have originated
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in the Center. 

If a connection is established between the

Center's policies and food deprivation, the prosecution

will still need to show that the leaders acted with

criminal intent in adopting or enforcing these policies.

The ICTR has defined the necessary criminal intent

for extermination as "having intended the killing, or

being reckless, or grossly negligent as to whether

the killing would result."  Thus, at a minimum the

prosecutors would have to prove that the senior

Khmer Rouge leaders were grossly negligent in creating

the conditions of life that led to the starvation deaths

of thousands of people.  

Due to the evidentiary difficulties of linking

the senior Khmer Rouge leaders with the decisions

resulting in food deprivation, the prosecutors could

also argue that the leaders participated in a criminal

plan of which starvation was a foreseeable result.

Specifically, prosecutors could attempt to prove that

senior Khmer Rouge leaders conspired to deport,

imprison and enslave the Cambodian people, it was

foreseeable that these acts would lead to massive

starvation, and the leaders willing took the risk that

this would occur. 

After the Khmer Rouge seized Phnom Penh

on 17 April 1975, everyone was forced to leave

regardless of his or her physical condition.  The old,

young and sick were evacuated along with everyone

else and told to go to the countryside.  People were

not given any provisions for journeys that lasted up

to three weeks. Consequently many starved to death

trying to make it back to their familial village.  The

evidence suggests that senior leaders of the Khmer

Rouge had a long standing plan to evacuate the capital

as well as other cities.  This plan was implemented

despite the very real risk that many of the evacuees

would starve to death as a consequence.          

According to most reports, the subsequent

forced movement of people to the Northwest was

even more arduous than the evacuation of Phnom

Penh.  Beginning in mid 1975, 800,000 people,

mostly former Phnom Penh residents, were forcibly

relocated from the Southwest and West to the

Northwest without adequate provisions.  From the

outset, people died of starvation due to the lack of

available food. The Khmer Rouge leadership must have

been aware that this population transfer - which

nearly doubled the Northwest's population - could

be devastating.  Indeed, there is evidence that the

Northwest leadership warned the Center that moving

such a large amount of people to the Northwest

would cause widespread starvation.  Despite this

information, the Khmer Rouge leadership decided

that the transfer was necessary to achieve the

Center's agricultural production goals.  The Khmer

Rouge wanted Cambodia to be a model for all

communist revolutions.   As such, they set unrealis-

tic production and export requirements.  In order to

achieve these goals the Center focused on increasing

production in the Northwest, which was to shoulder

much of the rice producing burden of the country.

In 1975, the Center thought that the Northwest was

under populated and needed 500,000 additional

workers in order to maximize efficiency and achieve

its production targets.  However there was no way

to feed the additional people. 

The starvation caused by the evacuation of

Phnom Penh, the forced movement of persons to

the Northwest, and the Center's unrealistic production

goals was not only foreseeable, but almost a certainty.

Moreover, there is evidence in speeches, reports and

committee meetings minutes that the senior leaders

knew that starvation was occurring. Not only did

they not take action to alleviate the food shortage,

they continued enforcing policies that exacerbated

the situation. Thus, despite the many challenges

involved, the ECCC could and should prosecute the

senior Khmer Rouge leaders for the crime against

humanity of extermination for the starvation caused

by their economic and social policies.

____________________________
J.  Solomon  Bashii
Northwestern  Uniiversiity  School  of  Law
DC-CCam  Legal  Associiate  Summer  2007
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Politicians, jurists, scholars, and people who

lived through the Khmer Rouge period can often be

heard talking about their desire for "reconciliation"

in Cambodia.  While the ECCC may be one step in this

process, even the best courts in the world cannot,

alone, heal a society.  No matter what the outcome of

the ECCC trials, Cambodia and Cambodians will still

have to come to terms with their history.  This process,

by which an individual or society comes to terms

with its past is often referred to as "reconciliation."  

What  is  Reconciliation?

While many scholars and jurists have written

extensively about reconciliation, there is currently

no widely accepted definition of the term.  Rather, each

individual seems to define "reconciliation" differently,

according to whatever is most important to him or

her.  As one scholar pointed out, "reconciliation" is the

"classic 'grey zone' where few things are clear, and each

individual's response is his or her own prerogative."

Some scholars deal with this ambiguity by

defining reconciliation as the process, rather than

the goal.  According to this conception, reconciliation

is "dealing with the past in such a way that will

enable the change of our attitudes about the other,

about ourselves and about the relations between

"conflicting" parties."  Other specialists on reconciliation

point out that despite the differences in definitions,

certain themes do consistently appear.  For example,

Craig Etcheson has noted that "the process of healing

trauma" is often central to reconciliation discussions.

When lay Cambodians are asked to define

reconciliation, the same ideas emerge. This became

apparent when DC-Cam conducted a survey in which

participants described what "reconciliation" meant

to them.  While participants had widely varying ideas

about reconciliation, themes such as "memory" and

"justice" appeared repeatedly. Further, most

Cambodians considered the goal of reconciliation

to be "a single, unified, prosperous and developed

nation;" a society "free from violence and conflict,"

and a society that "lives by the rule of law."

Both survey participants and scholars split on

whether "reconciliation" is a societal issue, and

individual issue, or both.   Further, survey participants

indicated that reconciliation required the efforts of

both individual Cambodians and the government.

Thus, the survey shows that participants conceive of

reconciliation on at least four different levels-personal,

between individuals, within the community, and

nationwide. Linton, the author of the survey, proposed

that the results reveal simply that reconciliation is

not straightforward, but a multilayered process covering

"individual, inter-personal, communal and national

relations, and is tied into notions of physical, political,

socio-economic and cultural reintegration."

Perhaps in part because of the difficulties in

defining reconciliation, some scholars and individuals

questions the very concept, asking whether it is

necessary, or even possible, to achieve.  These

individuals ask whether 'dealing with the past' yields

any actual benefit, or whether the benefits are

worth the "uneasiness" and "psychological distancing"

that may result.  Most Cambodians surveyed by

DC-Cam, however, believe that some form of

reconciliation is necessary to put the past to rest

and build a better society for the future.  

Reconciliation  and  the  ECCC

While the purpose of the ECCC is not recon-

ciliation per se, the ECCC may still be helpful in

Cambodia's reconciliation process.   Many of the

Cambodians surveyed by DC-Cam stated that "justice"

was central to achieving reconciliation, and the

criminal trials in the ECCC are one way of seeking

justice for the victims of the Khmer Rouge.  Seeing

the accused on trial and hearing the evidence

before the court may help some victims deal with
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the trauma of the KR period.   Victims who wish to take

a more active role in the trial may also choose to join

as civil parties.  Others may be called as witnesses

and have the opportunity to give testimony.  

ECCC law also allows the court to award

"symbolic and collective reparations" to the victims,

which may include things like public monuments or

days of remembrance.  "Memory" was the second

of the themes repeatedly mentioned by survey

participants, and public memorials such as these are

often part of the reconciliation process to ensure

that society does not forget the past atrocities.  

Reconciliation  in  Cambodia

Cambodia has chosen to include individual

criminal trials as part of its reconciliation process.

However, other countries that have experienced

mass political violence have foregone such trials,

choosing instead to work towards reconciliation

through alternative routes.  Some countries, like South

Africa, have established Truth and Reconciliation

Commissions.  These commissions are not courts, but

rather forums that seek to gather and disseminate

information about the period of political violence.

Before the ECCC was created, many jurists

and politicians proposed a reconciliation commission

instead of individual criminal trials.  While Cambodia

and the international community ultimately decided

that criminal trials were more appropriate, other

efforts have been made to provide additional means

of reconciliation.  In fact, Cambodia's reconciliation

process started in 1979, long before the possibility

of a tribunal like the ECCC was even conceived. 

In 1979, several leaders of the Khmer Rouge

were tried and convicted in absentia. While the

international community has condemned these trials

because they did not meet international fair trial

standards, they did serve as a forum to disseminate

information about the Khmer Rouge period, as well

as demonstrate the public's condemnation of the

atrocities committed during that period.  

After the 1979 trials, the government established

a research committee to investigate the crimes of

the Pol Pot era.  The committee worked with village

chiefs and district leaders, who compiled lists of

those who were killed and property destroyed.

These lists are known as the "Raneske Petitions."  In

addition to the petitions, over the years the government

has established several remembrance days and

memorial stupas like the one at Choeng Ek.  

NGOs also play an integral part in the recon-

ciliation process.  Organizations such as the Center

for Social Development hold forums in the

provinces to give victims the opportunity to share

their stories, as well as to disseminate information

about the Khmer Rouge Tribunal.  Searching For the

Truth, the magazine published by DC-Cam, prints

editorials, legal information, and general information

about the Khmer Rouge.  Further, DC-Cam provides

the public with access to all the documents and

information it has collected over the past 10 years.  

Despite the best efforts of the government,

ECCC and NGOs, ultimately the meaning and path

to reconciliation is entrusted to the individual.  Each

person must decide for him or herself what recon-

ciliation means, how it should be achieved, or even

whether it should be achieved.  If there is any constant

theme in the discussion of and attempts to define

reconciliation, it is that reconciliation is a process

rather than a goal.  Every nation that has experienced

mass violence and atrocities must craft its own means

of reconstruction.  Each individual who lived through

the period, and their children, must do the same.

______________________________
Khelly  Heiidriich  iis  a  2007  DC-CCam  Summer
Associiate.  She  currently  works  as  a  judiiciial  clerk  at
the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvaniia,  Uniited  States.
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The Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of

Cambodia (ECCC) is engaged in an ongoing battle

over what documents to prioritize for translation for

defendants and their attorneys.  The saga of the ECCC's

translation difficulties got interesting in April, when

Jacques Vergès, the French defense attorney for

Khieu Samphan, announced during a hearing that

he would not participate because every evidentiary

document in his client's 1,600-page file had not

been translated into French. 

The ECCC Co-Investigating Judges (CIJ)

responded to Vergès' protest with a mild reprimand,

reminding the attorney that he has a Cambodian

co-counsel who can understand the documents at

issue.  Rule 22(1) of the ECCC's Internal Rules calls

for collaboration between the Cambodian and foreign

co-attorneys. The CIJ also pointed out that, as required

by the Internal Rules, all case filings (documents

submitted by a party for the Court's consideration

and action) had been translated into the Court's three

working languages-Khmer, English, and French. 

In June, the CIJ issued a longer decision on

the translation issue: the Order on Translation

Rights and Obligations of the Parties ("the Order").

The Order holds that the Court is not required to

translate every single document in the case files

into the language of the charged persons' foreign

attorneys, but only certain documents required by

the Court's founding documents, Internal Rules,

and international standards of fairness.  The Order

grants attorneys the same translation rights as

charged persons, requiring translation for both of a

named set of the most important documents,

including the indictment, proof on which the indictment

relies, and filings, among other documents.  It also

provides the defense teams with translators and

states that they must use their capacity to address

linguistic difficulties beyond translation of the core

set of listed documents.  

The Order's finding that the Court is not

obligated to translate every document into all

working Court languages is well supported. First, it

does not conflict with the ECCC's Statute, Internal

Rules, and Practice Directions.  The ECCC Law and Rules

do not expressly provide for document translation

for either accused or attorneys. The Practice Direction

on Filing of Documents (Practice Direction) provides

the only explicit rules on document translation.  It

addresses only filings and says nothing about

evidentiary documents in the case file, which are

the main focus of the current translation battle.

On the other hand, it is not clear on its face

whether the Order requires, in addition to the named

documents that must be translated, translation of

evidence adduced at trial.  The ECCC will have to

clarify this point.  If the Court does grant translation

of such evidence, the Order would guarantees

broad translation rights into the working languages

of the tribunal for defendants and attorneys, in

keeping with what other international courts - such

as the International Criminal tribunals for Rwanda

and the former Yugoslavia (ICTR, ICTY) - and human

rights bodies have supported.  

Because the ECCC Statute, Rules, and Practice

Directions do not clearly define the scope of the

right to document translation for accused and their

attorneys, it is necessary to look to international

standards to determine the appropriate procedure.

This approach is in keeping with Article 33 new of

the ECCC Law, which provides that the Court should

seek guidance in international criminal procedure

where the existing procedure does not exist or is
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unclear on an issue.

Because the law addressing translation for

defendants and the law addressing translation for

attorneys diverge, this article will discuss the two

separately.

A.  Translation  Rights  of  Defendants

The ECCC Law and Rules do not explicitly

provide for document translation for defendants,

but they do provide for "the use of an interpreter"

in Article 35 of the Law and Rule 30 of the Rules.

Other international courts have held a right to

"interpretation" to encompass a right to translation

of some documents.  The ECCC Practice Direction

on Filing of Documents provides the only explicit

rules on providing documents in the language of the

accused, requiring that all filings be in the charged

persons' native language of Khmer in addition to

one other official language.

Founding documents of other international

courts and human rights instruments have been

similarly vague regarding the scope of the right to

translation.  Courts have generally pared the issue

down to the question of what translations are

necessary to meet the requirements of fairness.

For example, the European Court of Human Rights

(ECHR) has said that the right includes "translation

or interpretation of all those documents or statements

in the proceedings instituted against [the defendant]

which it is necessary for him to understand in order

to have the benefit of a fair trial."

Defendant  Not  Entiitled  to  Translatiion  of
Everythiing

In accord with the finding of the CIJ in the

Order on Translation Rights, international courts

have repeatedly held that a defendant's right to

translations of documents into a language he or

she understands extends neither to all documents

in the case file nor to all filings submitted.  The ICTY

and ICTR have denied requests for translation of all

documents on the basis that translation of every

document beyond what is required by the Statute

and Rules may seriously jeopardize the defendant's

right to be tried without undue delay because of the

substantial time and resources required to translate

so many documents. The International Criminal

Court (ICC) has held that the fairness principle does

not grant the right to have all procedural documents

and evidence disclosed by the prosecution translated.

Likewise, the ECHR has held that a defendant's fair

trial rights were not violated by the fact that not all

the documents in his case file were in a language

he understood.

If  Attorney  Can  Understand,  Defendant  Need
Not

Multiple international courts have held that

an attorney's ability to understand documents

mitigates possible unfairness from the defendant's

inability to understand the documents himself or

herself.  This reasoning may be applied by the ECCC

to deny any defendant's request to have all evidentiary

documents that exist in English or French translated

into Khmer, if the defendant has a foreign attorney

who is able to understand the documents.

Interpreter  Can  Make  Up  for  Absence  of
Translated  Documents

Many human rights bodies and international

courts - including the UN Human Rights Committee

(HRC), the ECHR, the ICTR, and the ICC - have

determined that providing a defendant with an

interpreter is an adequate substitute for provision

of certain documents in a language the defendant

understands.  The decision in the Order on Translation

to provide ECCC defense teams with full-time

assistance from a translator is thus in keeping with

international standards.  

Flexiibiiliity  iin  Who  Should  Be  Responsiible  for
Translatiion

The ICTR and the ICC have taken two different

approaches toward assigning the burden of who

must provide document translation. The ICTR

requires the court registry to translate documents,

while the ICC places the burden largely on defense

teams.  There is no meaningful difference between

these two courts' founding documents and internal
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rules governing the issue.  The difference in outcomes

lies in the divergent interpretations by the judges.  

ECCC core documents do not expressly

delegate the role of document translation to a

particular section of the Court, except for filings,

which are the explicit responsibility of the Court

Management Section.  The CIJ Order places respon-

sibility for translation in the Defence Support Section

and the Court Management Section, as well as on,

to some extent, the defense teams themselves.

There is no international precedent suggesting that

this approach is inappropriate. 

Specific  Documents  That  Must  Be  Translated

The list of specific documents the CIJ has

required to be translated into the working languages

of the tribunal for defendants and attorneys is also

consistent with international standards. The list consists

of the following documents:

(1) Indictment,

(2) Proof on which indictment relies,

(3) Introductory and Final Submissions of the

Co-Prosecutors,

(4) Footnotes and indexes of factual ele-

ments on which the Introductory and Final 

Submissions rely,

(5) Filings,

(6) Judicial Decisions and Orders.

The CIJ's finding regarding each document at

least meets minimum international standards, and

with respect to some documents it exceeds those

standards.  For example, the decision to provide filings

in the language of the accused grants stronger

protection for defendants than any international

tribunal.  The provision of translation of all material

supporting the indictment is in line with the strongest

protection that has been found. 

Conclusion  

Overall, the Order on Translation Rights is very

protective of defendants' rights to translation of

documents.  There are, however, some translation

matters that it has left unanswered. The most important

one that the ECCC must address the vagueness in

the Order regarding which evidentiary materials

beyond those supporting the indictment must be

translated. The Order's suggestion that evidence

produced at trial, but nothing more, must be translated

would be consistent with international standards,

provided the Court determines that statements of

witnesses to be called at trial are included in this

category. 

B.  Translation  for  Defense  Attorneys  

The ECCC Statute and the Internal Rules lack

explicit provisions governing a defense attorney's

access to translations of written documents into his

or her own language.  The Practice Direction on the

Filing of Documents provides the only explicit rules

but addresses only filings, stating that attorneys are

entitled to receive filings in the official language of

their choice.  Therefore, it is again necessary to look

to international standards.

Almost all of the international jurisprudence

on translation of documents deals with translation

into the language of the accused.  Few decisions

discuss translation for a defendant's attorney, and

even fewer consider the particular question faced

by the ECCC of what to do when the attorney's

language is an official language of the Court.

The ICTR has held that a defense attorney

who spoke only French was entitled to receive

translations of decisions, orders of the court, filings,

and evidence the parties were required to disclosed

that would be presented at trial.  The court took into

account that the French-speaking attorney had a

co-attorney who spoke English, the other working

language of the court.  The court determined that

beyond the documents listed above, co-counsel were

expected to work together to overcome translation

difficulties.  

The ICC has issued a decision that suggests it

may not consider the translation needs of attorneys

as a separate issue from the translation needs of

defendants. The court faced an appeal that requested

translation because neither the defendant nor his
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attorney understood court documents.  In its decision

on the appeal, the court addressed only its obligation

to the defendant, declining to even mention the

attorney's translation needs.  The court provided the

defense translation of the same set of documents it

provided in other cases in which translation was

requested only on behalf of the defendant himself,

not on behalf of his attorney:  the charging document

and a list of evidence. 

The CIJ Order provides defense attorneys with

the same translation rights as their clients, offering

broad translation rights in keeping with what the

ICTR has provided and beyond what the ICC has

provided.  The Order also provides translation of

additional documents beyond those the ICTR has

determined necessary.  However, the Court should

resolve the lack of clarity regarding requirements for

evidence to be presented at trial.  

Co-CCounsel  Expected  to  Cooperate

The Internal Rules seem to envision a

collaborative role between the Cambodian and

international co-counsel for the defense.  Rule 22

provides that a defendant shall have the "assistance

of national lawyer, or a foreign lawyer in collaboration

with a national lawyer," and that the foreign lawyer

"shall work in conjunction with a national lawyer in

the defence of their client before the ECCC."

International courts have found the ability of

one co-counsel to understand documents as relevant

to the decision of what the court must translate.

The ICTR has held that the availability of one counsel

who could understand both languages did not

completely alleviate the court's translation obligations

for the other defense counsel.  Nonetheless, the
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court encouraged the co-counsel to collaborate to

understand documents beyond a core set that were

provided in translation.

The ICTY and the HRC have found that courts

have a lower burden to translate documents into

the language of the accused where a defendant can

select an attorney fluent in a working language of

the court.  If the court's obligation to translate

documents into a language the accused understands

can be limited in this way, similar reasoning may

apply to translation difficulties for the accused's

attorneys. This principle lends support to the ECCC's

suggestion in its 23 April Decision that if Jacques

Vergès is unable to work with his Cambodian co-

counsel to address translation issues, Khieu Samphan's

recourse is his ability to choose a different foreign

attorney.  In the Order on Translation Rights, the CIJ

again emphasized this principle, say-

ing "the parties . . . must contribute

to the resolution of their own language

needs, by using the linguistic capaci-

ty within their teams and from the

Defence Support Section." This

approach appears to be supported

by the findings of international courts.

C.  Order  on  Translation  Rights

Appealed

Despite the apparent adherence

of the Order on Translation Rights to

international standards, Khieu

Samphan's attorney Jacques Vergès

continues to insist that the Court

translate his client's entire case file

into French.  Khieu's July appeal calls

the Order an "acknowledgement of

failure" because in it the Court takes

into account that translating every

single document would jeopardize

the defendant's right to an expeditious

trial.  But the CIJ is not the first Court

to recognize that as translation

requirements increase, the speed of

proceedings decreases.  The ICTY and ICTR have

both discussed this tradeoff when determining

translation obligations.

In their July appeal, Vergès' defense team

makes a point that deserves attention.  The appeal

points out that most of the case law cited by the

ECCC's Order on Translation Rights comes from

common law-based international courts, while the

ECCC follows civil law procedure.  The appeal posits

that fundamental differences in the way the two

systems handle evidence in the pre-trial and trial

phases make common law evidence translation

practices inapplicable to a civil law court. 

The ECCC Order on Translation Rights does

rely on decisions from the common law-based ICTY

and ICTR, but it also cites to the ECHR, which

reviews the translation practices of European civil

law courts.  The ECHR has held that fairness does

not require translation of all evidentiary documents

in a defendant's case file. Additionally, the Order on

Translation Rights cites the ICC, which has held that

a detailed description of the charges and a list of

evidence are all the court is required to translate in

the pre-trial phase. The ICC's procedure contains

civil law elements that arguably make it sufficiently

parallel to the ECCC that its translation practices are

pertinent.

What Vergès is requesting appears to be

unprecedented among international courts.  Translation

of thousands of pages of documents would require

substantial Court resources and slow down the

proceedings. However, it is important that the ECCC

ensures the proceedings meet international standards

of fairness.  Therefore, it is crucial that the Pre-Trial

Chamber's decision on this appeal protects defendants'

rights while not wasting Court resources by providing

translation beyond what fairness requires.

_____________________________
Sadiie  Blanchard  iis  a  Yale  Law  School
DC-CCam  Summer  2008  Legal  Associiate.

DOCUMENTATION CENTER OF CAMBODIA (DC-CAM) 55

SEARCHING FOR THE TRUTH PUBLIC DEBATE



SPECIAL ENGLISH EDITION, THIRD QUARTER 2008

DOCUMENTATION CENTER OF CAMBODIA (DC-CAM) 56

My purpose of writing this article is to

commemorate to the souls of 1,224 victims who

were killed by Khmer Rouge on May 5, 1975 alone

at Tik Phos district, Kampong Chhnang province.

Moreover, I want to tell brothers and sisters who

lost their relatives at this description because those

people went together with me and were brutally

killed by the Khmer Rouge.

I want to appeal to the domestic and interna-

tional organizations inside and outside the country,

and those whose relatives were killed in that regime

to cooperate and search for the places where

Khmer Rouge killed and pried up those remains to

celebrate the ceremony.

If brothers and sisters have suspicion and

lose relatives in 1975 that lived in Svay Chhrum

commune, Rolea Phieat district, Kampong Chhnang

province, can contact with me in Sre Tachey village,

Aphivat commune, Tik Phos district, Kampong

Chhnang province.

1.  Event  on  April  17,  1975

Starting from one o'clock in the morning, I

heard an armed explosion between Lon Nol's and

Khmer Rouge's troop. In the morning, the local

radio broadcasting of the Khmer Republic was

replaced by the Khmer Rouge broadcasting. Khmer

Rouge had announced to put down the weapons

and Mr. Long Boret was arrested. At that time, the

whole people in the province were very happy.

On April 19, 1975, thousands of Khmer

Rouge's troops in black uniforms with hats or

scarves from the other military units armed with

weapons encroached the provincial offices and I

was there too. Khmer Rouge leader said "I am very

happy that I can stand here and meet brothers and

sisters. The war is ended in our country. We should

cooperate with each other to develop the country

in order to be free from the colony of American

imperialism they made tragedy in our country". At

the end, this Khmer Rouge leader said that "all the

[Lon Nol] government officials have to be trained by

the upper level [government of the Khmer Rouge]

for a period of time. Especially, he ordered Lon

Nol's troops to list their names from the high class

to the low class and at the same time, he confiscat-

ed all the weapons to save in the military camp and

gathered the troops to the military camp to prepare

to study. The meeting ended and only Khmer

Rouge commanders and soldiers and former Lon

Nol officials stayed to continue their discussion.

Thousands of Khmer Rouge's troops that

walked in line were cancelled. At that time, the

mixed condition had happened in the provincial

office. Some people were laughing and some were

crying. By another way, Lon Nol's troops stayed in

groups in sadness and hopelessness.

That evening, I saw three Khmer Rouge

troops come to my house. Nearby, I saw one man

reporting to another two Khmer Rouge leaders that

Angkar Lour respects and admires my father

because this is his relative's house and he is the

Khmer Rouge man who spied inside Lon Nol area

and was responsible for keeping logistics. He is a

person who secretly send a big amount of black

clothes, scarves and bullets to the liberate troops.

Therefore, we will report Angkar Lour to give the

honor, dignity rank and a big meal for him.

2.  Terrified  event:

On the night of April 21, 1975 at 9:30, when

my parents were talking with their friends and I was

playing with other children in front of the house, I

immediately saw a troop with black shirts riding a

bike with a loudspeaker. He propagandized with

the same word that "lovely brothers and sisters! Our

country is liberated from the American imperialist. So

from now on, they will not allow us to live in happiness.

EEXECUTION SITE AT GGHOST FFOREST
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Angkar Lour informs us that today or tomorrow,

they will drop bombs in big public places around

our country to take revenge. Therefore, please

brothers and sisters leave your houses to live in the

forest for a period of time under the controlling of

our Angkar otherwise you will die by the bombs of

the imperialists. About two hours later, the Khmer

Rouge used small and big guns to shoot at the central

province to frighten and intimidate people and make

them leave. My parents prepared little amount of

salt, prohok, rice, and clothes to put into one taxi.

We left our house for the main road. There were

three choices of roads that would travel: firstly

National Road 5 towards Prey Khmer, secondly

National Road 5 towards Pung-Ro, thirdly National

Road 53 towards Tik Phos district, Kampong

Chhnang province. My father decided to travel on

the National Road 3.

On May 22, at 6 a.m., after traveling 6 kilometers'

long, my family immediately saw a lot of monks

walking on a 20-kilometer road towards Krang

Tamom village. My father bought 20 liters of diesel

from the rice mill hall and we continued our traveling

until 6 o'clock in the evening so that we could stay

one night at central Tik Phos district. In there, many

houses were destroyed and burned down by the

American bombing at the end of 1972.

The next day, in the morning, two Khmer

Rouge cadres had listed down the names of people

who used to be Lon Nol officials who lived in the

town of Kampong Chhnang province who just

arrived. They let those people to live in Khba Larn

village which was three kilometers away from the

central district. The Khmer Rouge announced that

"we stop using money and that the exchange could

be made by rice and gold". Staying there for five

days, on April 28, the Khmer Rouge cadres told

some group to move to another place which was

20 kilometers away. 

3.  Unforgotten  tragedy:

On May 5, 1975, when I went into the forest

about three kilometers from my place in order to

pick vegetables and fruit, I suddenly saw thousands

of Lon Nol troops collected from various places,

some wearing iron hats, some backpacking, but

they did not have guns, and some went together

with their wives and children.

When I secretly hid myself in the bush which

was about 20 meters away, I saw about 100 soldiers

walking in two rows. In each row, I saw ten Khmer

Rouge guards, all armed with rifles, walking toward

Oral Mountain. Because there were many soldiers

and I could not wait to see all, I decided to go back

to my place. Shortly after I arrived home, my mother

asked me that "where did you go for so long? This

morning, two Khmer Rouge cadres told all the men

to participate in the meeting because I heard that

Khieu Samphan, Hou Nem, and Hou Yon would

preside over the meeting." This news made everyone

happy, did their cooking and prepared their materials

to wait for this meeting since 10 o'clock in the

morning till 3 o'clock in the afternoon. After waiting

for hours, I suddenly saw two black-clad troops

arrived and shouted that, you all had to join the

meeting, except Sou Lon's wife (my mother) and

other four families, which I could not remember, to

guard the materials. Then, I followed these two

men (names hidden). We passed O'Kel dam and

went into a forest and worked for hours. Then, I

met other unarmed 25 black-clad troops. I asked

their permission to go and pick up Tlok fruit to eat.

I called those people Mr. but they replied that "you

do not call me Mr., you have to call me Comrade or

Comrade brother".

I arrived earlier, and then hundreds of others

arrived afterward. They were told to sit down into

lines in several rows. At that time, black-clad troops

talked to their pals "what were you waiting for

Comrade? It was time to have all of them sit one

rows of 50 people each. That time, four black-clad

troops-two in the front and others in the back-escorted

us to other 30 black T-shirt troops, all of whom

were armed with A-K 47 and B-40, who were waiting

for us. All other people and I were very frightened
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with the present of this troops because they pointed

the guns at us. On the other hand, I was just 15 years

old and I was paralyzed, so they did not tie my

hands. Those troops said that "you all are feudalists

who served for American imperialists and you all

wanted to meet your husband? Walked faster, then

you would see." After about a 100-meter walk, we

saw a lot of mass graves that they just dug and

some saw their husbands who left in the morning,

were all killed. They cried out after seeing their dead

husbands in the graves and I lost my consciousness

because I could not imagine that those troops took

such a lot of people to kill like animals. With fear,

two black-clad troops run behind and shouted from

the distance that "Stops! Don't kill these people.

Suddenly, all the troops were stunned and the

troops who were killing people, stopped. And they

asked what happen? Angkar stopped allowing us to

kill people? That troops felt confused, the troops

who were killing people paused and followed the

orders and asked that "what's happened? We don't

kill this people" A soldier replied we would continue

to kill all of them, but Angkar we kept on of them.

Who was he? And did he really arrive here? I

did not know, but from the back I could not recognize.

Now I would like to announce, who was the son of

Sou Lon and the mother named Khieu Long and his

job is a taxi driver? If there was, raise your hand. At

that time, I quickly raised my hand. That soldier

blamed me that "your family had been waiting for

you, why were you here?" Then, he continued to ask

me if there were my relatives among these people?

I looked around and saw my cousin and a lot of my

second cousins staring at me, but It seemed there

was something in my mouth that I was unable to

speak out, so I sad no. Then, a soldier took me away.

After walking about 100 meters from the place, the

troops called me to walk back and warned me not

to tell others what I had seen and must keep it

secret even with my mother or my relatives. "You

must keep it for your whole life." I promised that I

would not tell anyone. When I came back, three

troops accompanied me.

When I arrived at the cottage, my mother was

very happy but I was very surprised to see hundreds

of ox-carts carried spoils of war and objects which

belonged to dead people who had just been killed.

Then, about twenty black-clad troops started to collect

people such as: the sick, the old, the blind, the crippled,

and the women who just gave birth to kill at the end.

After a period of time, my father arrived by

escaping from the killing too because the village

chief helped and was released with other four men.

Then the Khmer Rouge cadres sent us to another

place by having 5 ox carts to carry objects. Each

family had one cart.

Escaping  from  death  still  death:

Five families who escaped from death carried

objects by ox-carts. After arriving at O'Kel village,

Angkar provided a house for each family. That

house built of wood, and roofed with palm leaves

which were about 4 or 5 years and the size about

four by five meters. Beside those five houses, there

were other fifteen small cottages. Some cottages

roofed with thatch and some with Klong leaves that

were belong to the New People who just arrived

here after fleeing from Long Vek about 2 months

before April 17. There were over 100 people living

there.

On May 6, 1975, at 7 o'clock in the morning,

two Khmer Rouge troops listed down the statistics

of the family. At that time, they found that five families

that had 27 members had only 19 members left.

After the questioning, they found that some of them

lost their husbands, fathers, children and wives who

went to the meeting previous day and did not return.

For other two families, my family had 5

members, and another family which I didn't know

their names had 8 members, were allowed to live here.

In the morning on May 7, 1975, fifteen families

of Long Vek people were taken to be killed since

the morning and only one family which had four

members survived. To sum up, there were three

families that still alive-my family of five members,
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another family of three members, and another family

of four members from Long Vek. At that time, the

village chief announced that "from today on, these

three families stayed in one group. And tomorrow,

Angkar would send 150 New People to live here in

order to do farming. For my father, Khmer Rouge

assigned him to drive about thirty cars that were

parked untidily in the jungles, to park at the commune

office.

Next day, in the morning, about 150 people

were also allowed to live in our group. Most of

them were teachers, doctors, police officers, and

government official in former Khmer Republic.

Then, we started working such as building dikes,

digging channel, and doing farming.

In October 1975, my father died of tetanus.

My mother suffered from a lack of vitamins and had

mental illness. 

In early 1976, I was sent to work at district

Youth Mobile Unit and stayed at Ang Mountain with

other 500 youth in order to uproot the roots of the

tree, to building the dike the rice field, and digging

channel.

I was very frightened because the Khmer

Rouge used to take me to be kill three times

already. First, when I ran to my house, the Khmer

Rouge cadre rode a bike to take me back. Second,

at the end of 1976 during the transplanting season

at 7 o'clock in the evening while I was watching a

movie, the group chiefs walked in and looked for

the 50 people who had new scarves to stand in line

and he told them to leave for a place without telling

where to go. It made me so frightened, worried,

and wondered where they took me to. When I

arrived at the big road, there were thousands of

people in black pants and shirts from other areas

walking toward Sovann Pagoda in central district. At

that time, people were put to sit in group of where

they were from to see the movie. The movie did not

end until 2 in the morning.

We all see three movies that night. The first

one was about the discharge of Lon Nol soldiers

from the battlefield in color. The second movie was

about the cultivation, dam building, channel dig-

ging, and farming in various areas. The third movie

was about Tang Chhay Red Flag. In the movie, the

commentator said Taing Chhay was not a person's

name, but it was the name of the mountain in

China controlled my Comrade Chheng Yonkuy who

was a great leader that led people to struggle in

order to get control of this mountain.

Three months later, Comrade Chheng Yonkuy

visited Cambodia. People stood at both sides along

the 6-kilometer road from Tik Phos district office to

Khlong Popok village to greet him who was in lux-

urious black car. At the time, only healthy and large

people in my unit were selected to greet Comrade

Cheeng Yonkuy. Skinny people were secretly hid-

den in the forest.

At the third time, during the ceremony on

April 17, 1977, I was at the hospital and I asked the

permission from the medical staff to go back to my

unit. I secretly came to visit my mother at home but

when I arrived home, the villagers told me that my

mother was sent to prison and then was taken to

be killed because she resisted against Angkar. The

chief of the unit asked me that where my mother

was and I replied that she was killed. He then asked

if I got angry with the revolution.

I replied that I did not get angry because

revolution time did not allow any relationship. I am

the son of Angkar, so one who betrayed Angkar,
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one must die. Therefore, they stopped ask me anymore.

Event  after  January  7,  1979

It was the real story that I saw in my eyes.

Troops from Eastern Zone such as Svay Reang, Prey

Veng and Kampong Cham province, were distrusted

by Angkar and they were sent to Kampong Chhnang

Airport to work as the prisoners because a all of

their commanders had joined the Vietnamese in

order to fight against the Khmer Rouge.

After Phnom Penh city was liberated on

January 7, 1979, the Khmer Rouge took thousands

of soldiers from Eastern Zone to kill at an area at

the west of Tik Phos district.

At that time, I was a mobile unit harvesting at

the base. I heard that soldiers from Eastern Zone

were accused of betraying and they were killed

here. At 9 o'clock the next day, I saw three truck loaded

with soldiers from Eastern Zone were transported

to kill here. I thought there were 85 soldiers. Then I

saw fifteen soliders whom maybe killers. In a day,

they sent 2 times equal 500 people and they did

that over 10 days. In a day, soldiers were brought

here twice, totally about 500 a day. They did this for

a period of ten days.

One morning, while I was harvesting near the

path, I suddenly saw three trucks transporting

Easter Zone soldiers. When the truck came near me,

the soldiers shouted that "brothers! I gave you one

hat and when I come back from fighting with the

Vietnamese, I would take it back". Just about 1

kilometer away, the drivers started to press the

horns loudly and then I heard the sound of gunfire.

About one hour later, they drove the cars back and

carried only five people in the same trucks. In the

evening, I saw a car transporting once again the

same as what I saw in the morning. This happened

everyday for 15 days.

When Vietnamese troops nearly arrived, the

killing happened at another place but I could not

witness and I did not know how many people were

killed. At the village that I lived, there were hundreds

of troops on guard in the forest and they had an

excavator. The way to kill was that when they

arrived at the target which was about 1 kilometer

from where people were working; they started to

press the horns in order to give a sign to the armed

Khmer Rouge soldiers who were waiting there just

about 30 meters from the trucks. When the trucks

arrived, soldiers were told to get off the truck and

they fired at them. Captives who refused to put

their hands up, they fired the gun to make them

injured and they would be blindfolded. They were

all killed. A large number of Eastern Zone soliders

where killed in this area. The corpse were buried in

mass graves by the Khmer Rouge securities. When

the graves were full, they dug another one by excavator.

For me, I was very frightened when I heard

the sound of the horn and the gun. I always thought

I would die. Captives who were not dead, the

Khmer Rouge fired them. Khmer Rouge cadres

warned everyone not to enter that place.

For the book that I took, most of them were

the name lists of east troops, battalion, regiment,

and the people who were born in Prey Veng

province, Svay Reang province, and Kampong

Cham province.

Most Eastern Zone soldiers fled to Vietnam in

late 1978. People who said about Angkar first were

killed. Angkar made the programs of meeting as follow:

1. Informing the public

2. Dedicating

3. Fulfilling the past duties

4. Others and closed the meeting

In that, the important parts were:

They warned us not to contact with the people

in that area, not to pick up the rice in the field and

not to catch the fish in the canal. The main point

was to be ready to fight with Vietnam. 

In early December 2007, I went to search for

mass graves where the Khmer Rouge brought people

to kill. I found nines mass graves, the path towards

the forest and the Tlok tree was still there. 

____________________________
So  Saroeun  iis  a  surviivor  from  the  KR  regiime.
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Missing  Older  Brother

My named is Svay Vanthong, living in Siem Reap district, Siem Reap province. My father is Svay Sarin

(died); he used to be a doctor. My mother is Dy Yat (died). My hometown located in Kandal Steung district,

Kandal province. I am searching for information about my brother, Meas Ponlok who disappeared in 1975.

Prior to the victory of Khmer Rouge regime, Ponlok was a Lon Nol's soldier, stationed at Pursat province.

If brother notices this announcement, or anyone is aware of him, please contact me by 092 699 038. 

_______________________________

Missing  a  Niece

My name's Pheng Yen, living in Romlech village, Romlech sub-district, Bakan district, Pursat province. I

am looking for a niece, named Pheng Yanyna, whose father's name is Pheng Yann; her mother is Lay In.

Before 1975, Lay In worked in IRCC, located in Chob sub-district, Koh Sotin district, Kompong Cham province;

IRCC was somewhere at Kilo-meter II, next to an airport, later she moved to live near northern old stadium.

After the triumph of Khmer Rouge regime, I heard that Yanyna lived in Takeo province. In 1980, I was

told that she settled in Peam Chikong.

Anyone who knows about her information, please contact me at 012 931 955, or contact

Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-Cam) at 023 211 875. Thank you

_______________________________

Missing  Brother  and  Nephew

My name is Tom Sisophon, I am recently living overseas. I am searching for family's members who went

missing during Pol Pot regime. 1) Father named Tum Chhun. 2) Father named Pen Suk.3) Sister named Tum

Sareun. 4) Sister named Tum Saly. 5) Nephew named Chhun Khemarin. All these people lived in Phnom

Penh until the fall of the Lon Nol's regime and were evacuated to the countryside with rest of the population.

In 1989, one of my friends told me that, in Khmer Rouge regime my parents and my sisters lived in Mong

Russey district, Battambang province. My brother named Tom Sokhay, his wife named Khuon Sokhem and

my nephew named Chhun Khemarin were forced to move to Odambang sub-district, Sangke district,

Battambang province, later Tom Sokhay and his wife were executed. For Khemarin, I heard that he was survived

by an International NGO operated in the Kok Thyuong Refugee Camp. No further information about him could

be obtained.

If anyone has any information about these members, please contact 023 530 344 or email:

ptborey@gmail.com
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