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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report describes the achievements and progress of the Documentation Center of
Cambodia (DC-Cam) during the year 2001. It also describes the projects and activities
that DC-Cam plans to carry out beyond the year 2001.

DC-Cam was founded primarily to engage in sustained documentation on the Khmer
Rouge regime and the crimes committed in that era. Our goals are to promote the rule of
law, accountability and reconciliation. The principal activities of DC-Cam include the
Documentation Project, the Research Project and the Mapping Project. DC-Cam also has
a Promoting Accountability Project, a Magazine Project and a number of other initiatives.

Documentation

The Documentation Project focuses on building bibliographic and biographic computer
databases. The Cambodian Genocide Biographical Database (CBIO) contains detailed
information on Khmer Rouge leaders and cadres. In 2001, DC-Cam completed a major
upgrade to CBIO, with entries on 10,412 individuals in a dual English-Khmer database.
For the Cambodian Genocide Bibliographic Database (CBIB), the focus of our efforts last
year was Khmer Rouge secret police documents. A total of 13,879 out of 28.691
bibliographical files were cataloged and edited by September 2001. We started data entry
for a CBIB major upgrade in September, after completing CBIO upgrade.

Our long-time partner, Yale University’s Cambodian Genocide Program, ceased activity
in 2001, so we are negotiating with Yale University for rights to incorporate the
information in the existing databases into a larger, longer-term project that aims to
comprehensively catalogue DC-Cam holdings. The bulk of the Center’s archival
holdings have not yet been catalogued, including nearly 30,000 photographs and more
than 400,000 additional pages of documents, as well as a wide range of additional
materials of historical and legal interest.

Research

DC-Cam’s Research Project reflects our mandate to compile important historical
evidence about the Khmer Rouge regime. Helping the survivors of the Khmer Rouge era
learn what happened to their loved ones and communities, and helping them to
understand how and why those tragedies occurred, is the only way to heal their sense of
being held hostage by the past. Thus, our research work serves the interests of memory
and justice. It assists in building a foundation for the rule of law and genuine national
reconciliation.

In 2001, we completed three major research projects. One study, entitled “Oukoubah,”
examines the treatment of ethnic Chams at Tuol Sleng Prison. A second, “Women as
Instruments for Social Change.” focuses on the treatment of women under the DK
regime. These two are currently being translated from Khmer into English. A third study
is entitled “Victims and Perpetrators?” It examines the testimony of young Khmer Rouge
cadre at S-21, and has recently been published in English. A wide variety of additional
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studies are underway at DC-Cam’s Research Department. It is a goal of DC-Cam to train
a generation of young Cambodians to produce valuable research, and ultimately to
publish books on par with international scholarly standards. The achievements of 2001
demonstrate that we are making substantial progress toward that goal.

In addition to these internally-produced research studies, DC-Cam also created a number
of other valuable research products during 2001, including translations into Khmer of
four significant works: David Chandler’s Voices From S-21; Nayan Chanda’s Brother
Enemy; Luoung Ung’s First They Killed My Father; and the Anne Frank Diary. DC-Cam
also produced a compendium of Khmer Rouge Telegrams and Minutes of the Standing
Committee, running 800 pages in English and 1,200 pages in Khmer.

Mapping

2001 was the seventh year of DC-Cam’s Mass Grave Mapping Project. This season, DC-
Cam mapping teams completed missions to 18 of Cambodia’s 21 provinces. From 1995
until the present, DC-Cam mapping teams have visited 150 out of a total of 170 districts
throughout Cambodia. In the course of this work, we have mapped 587 genocide sites,
including 167 prisons and 77 memorials, as well as the locations of 19,440 mass graves.
These prisons, execution centers and mass graves from the Khmer Rouge era are being
systematically surveyed and entered into a digital mapping database.

The mapping reports compiled by DC-Cam in the course of this work constitute the most
comprehensive resource ever assembled on the mechanism of Khmer Rouge mass
murder.

Promoting Accountability

The absence of any concerted attempt to stage a legal accounting for the crimes of the
Khmer Rouge era has to some degree hindered efforts to preserve information that could
serve as potential evidence against former leaders of the Khmer Rouge. Fortunately, DC-
Cam and other institutions and individuals have dedicated themselves to gathering
evidence of Khmer Rouge atrocities. These historical records represent major sources of
potential evidence against former DK leaders and thus help to pave the way for
prosecutions. DC-Cam has been at the forefront of this investigation and now holds the
most complete collection of potential evidentiary materials against the Khmer Rouge.

At this time, additional funds are needed to continue the gathering of potential evidence.
Significant caches of documents remain in the hands of overseas academics, former
Khmer Rouge cadre and others elsewhere in America, Europe and Asia. Additional
documents are also frequently discovered in Cambodia, as new torture centers are located.
DC-Cam anticipates that research trips will have to be conducted in Cambodia, Vietnam.
Thailand, and potentially further abroad. In addition, DC-Cam researchers must continue
memorializing the testimony of the survivors of the Khmer Rouge era.

To assist the operations of the proposed Khmer Rouge genocide tribunal, DC-Cam plans
to retain a small legal staff drawn from its past and current volunteer legal advisors.
Their work will include preparing potential evidence and educating the public about the
process of achieving justice. This project is urgent, and of the highest importance.
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Searching for the Truth — Magazine

In 2000, DC-Cam launched a monthly magazine, Searching for the truth. In 2001, we
completed publication of our 24" issue. Our magazine is designed to help inform both
the Cambodian people and our international readership about life under the Khmer Rouge
regime. Searching for the Truth also educates its readers about the justice process and
ongoing preparations for a Khmer Rouge criminal tribunal. We have produced from 3,000
to 5,000 copies each of the first twenty-four Khmer-language issues, but we remain
committed to our original objective of publishing up to 40,000 copies per issue. In 2001,
we also published an English-language version of the first twelve issues, and we have
almost completed preparations to publish the issues from 2001 in English, as well.

Additional Initiatives

A Supplementary Cambodian History Text: DC-Cam plans to create a supplementary
history textbook for Cambodian public schools. With this project, we aim to fill the
gaping hole in the current public school curriculum. Due to political disagreements
among the various factions of the Royal Government since 1993, virtually all references
to modern Cambodian history between 1970 and 2000 have been deleted from the
materials used to educate the leaders of tomorrow’s Cambodia. There is almost no
mention at all of the Cambodian genocide in the educational materials used in public
elementary and secondary schools. We view this as unacceptable and tantamount to a
form of genocide denial.

Cooperation with Other Organizations: DC-Cam has enjoyed long-standing cooperation
with esteemed organizations inside and outside of Cambodia. In particular, we have
maintained close ties with the Cambodian Genocide Program (CGP) at Yale University,
the School of Information, Library, and Archive Studies at the University of New South
Wales, Australia, and the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum in Phnom Penh. Yale's CGP
ceased operations during 2001, so DC-Cam has been developing a program of
cooperation with Yale University's Sterling Library to replace some of the resources
previously available through our collaboration with the CGP. DC-Cam seeks good
cooperation with all NGOs, government authorities and other concerned universities,
institutes and archival centers worldwide.

Protecting Our Archives: DC-Cam continues to work diligently at preserving our
archival holdings using a variety of techniques, including microfilming, photocopying,
digital scanning, photo conservation, and lamination. DC-Cam takes very seriously its
responsibility as a custodian of this important national patrimony, and regularly seeks
consultation with archiving specialists in various institutions around the world.

Building the Archives: DC-Cam continues to grow its archives through acquisitions
from a wide variety of sources, both domestic and international. In 2001, DC-Cam was
entrusted with the archives of the Cambodian Documentation Commission, totaling
twenty-eight cartons of various types of documents, photographs and other materials of
historical and legal significance. This was one of the single most important acquisitions
by DC-Cam in several years.

Facilities Development: DC-Cam completed a major set of upgrades to its physical plant
in 2001, most notably including the construction of a new top-level floor containing a
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pavilion for meetings and training sessions. We also converted our ground floor
microfilm room into a storage area for fireproof filing cabinets. We then relocated the
microfilm facility to the first floor, converting the first-floor bathroom for this purpose.
In addition, we converted a corridor and kitchen on the first floor into additional
microfilm workspace. This iterative process of adding levels to the building and
replacing amenities with work areas reflects the fact that we have run out of space.

Since 1995, DC-Cam has been located in a rented building in central Phnom Penh. That
facility has served DC-Cam well, but it no longer provides adequate space to house the
Center's expanding staff, activities, and documentary holdings. The Royal Government
of Cambodia has donated a plot of land in Phnom Penh to DC-Cam to construct a facility
that will house the Center in perpetuity. In addition to administrative, research, archive,
library and conference functions, the building will also serve as both a memorial and a
museum dedicated to preserving the memory of the victims of the Cambodian genocide.
We have inaugurated an international architectural competition to commission a design
for the new building. Letters of intent to submit designs have been received from leading
universities in North America, Europe and Asia, and some designs have already been
submitted. DC-Cam has also launched a capital campaign to support construction of the
facility, which is expected to cost on the order of US$5 million for the design and
construction, as well as for equipping the new facility with the state-of-the-art
technologies used in DC-Cam's ongoing work.

Summary of Funding Needs 2002-2006

DC-Cam projects that it will require a total of more than US$7,500,000 to carry out all
planned operations over the next five years. This includes management and indirect costs
of $1.8 million, direct project-related costs of more than $2.7 million, and a capital
construction fund of $3 million. DC-Cam welcomes all potential donors to discuss these
requirements with us in detail. For year 2002, the Dutch provided $85,000. USAID
provided $112,500.

The Documentation Center of Cambodia is an independent institution in search of the

truth. It is imperative that the Cambodian people learn the truth, for only this can set them
free from the chains of the past.
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THE DOCUMENTATION PROJECT

The Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-Cam) was founded primarily to engage in
sustained documentation of matters relating to the Khmer Rouge regime and the crimes
committed during the “Pol Pot era.” While the Research Project and Mapping Project
described below may technically fall under the rubric of “documentation,” the purely
documentary elements of DC-Cam’s work consist of efforts to acquire and catalogue
primary documentary materials, archive and preserve them, and compile them into two
main databases, the biographic and bibliographic databases.

Much remains unknown about the history of Cambodia during the second half of the 20"
century, not only with respect the genocide, but with respect to many other aspects of life
since the country began its descent into an extended period of social and political chaos.
At the same time, a very great deal of information about those historical unknowns still
exists, scattered across the country, quietly moldering away in various undiscovered
locations. This lost but still-extant information — in the form of documents, photographs,
films, physical evidence such as unrecorded mass graves, along with living evidence in
the form of memories of witnesses and participants — continues to inexorably deteriorate
and is in danger of being forever lost to history due to improper storage, neglect, floods
and other natural disasters, or simply old age and death. Sometimes in bits and pieces, and
sometimes in small, medium or large-sized archives, this new information continues to be
collected at DC-Cam, where it is preserved and incorporated into the archives of the
Center. There simply is no other place in the world that is designed not merely to receive,
but also to actively seek out these rapidly fading pieces of the puzzle of Cambodian
history. For the future of Cambodia, it is essential to preserve the archives that have been
assembled at DC-Cam. It is also crucial for the future of Cambodian history that DC-Cam
continue to carry out its mission of locating and rescuing these pieces of history, before
they are lost for all time.

The Cambodian Biographical Database (CBIO)

DC-Cam has been working for more than three years on a major upgrade of the
Cambodian Biographical Database (CBIO), which contains detailed information on
Khmer Rouge leaders and cadres. During most of 2001, DC-Cam’s documentation work
was devoted primarily to upgrading the CBIO. This exceptionally complex and lengthy
task was completed in September 2001 with biographical entries on 10,412 individuals in
a dual English-Khmer database. The upgrade consisted of incorporating information from
the Santebal archives into the CBIO. The vast Santebal collection of documents includes
some of the most important archives dating from the Khmer Rouge period. They were
produced within the secret police organization of the Democratic Kampuchea (DK)
regime, and they contain a mass of non-standardized biographical material. The Santebal
documents also possess great importance as potential evidence in a legal accounting. All
the completed records have been sent to the University of New South Wales in Australia
(UNSW) and Yale Library for an update.

For transliteration of names of provinces and districts into English, we use designations
from the official UN geographical gazetteer, although we do not transliterate the names of
sub-districts and villages. For various other names that do not exist in the UN gazetteer,
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we have agreed with the Cambodian Genocide Program (CGP) at Yale and the University
of New South Wales (UNSW) to use the DC-Cam standardized transliteration rules to
transliterate the names into English. This provides an increased consistency in our
database transliterations. The CBIO basic documents are Primary Documents from the
Tuol Sleng (S-21) Archives.

The Cambodian Genocide Bibliographic Database (CBIB)

Along with our work on the CBIO, DC-Cam continued the task of cataloguing archival
materials for the Cambodian Genocide Bibliographic Database (CBIB). The basic source
materials for the CBIB include S-21 Primary Documents, the Oral History Collection,
miscellaneous primary documents, the Cambodian Documentation Commission (CDC)
Collection of Secondary Documents, materials from Renakse, the Lon Nol dossiers,
Khmer Rouge Post-1979 Documents, and Khmer Rouge Notebooks. The focus of our
efforts last year in this area was on the Santebal documents produced within the Khmer
Rouge secret police organization, which we judge to be among the most crucial and
legally significant of the entire archives. A total of 13,879 out of 28,691 bibliographical
files were cataloged and edited by September 2001. In addition, we have catalogued and
completed Khmer and English data entry for 207 out of 383 Khmer Rouge notebooks. We
started to do data entry for the upgrading of the CBIB in September, after the upgrade of
CBIO was completed.

Because of the intense focus of DC-Cam’s documentation efforts over the last few years
on upgrading the CBIO, not as much attention was devoted to the CBIB as it deserves.
Currently consisting of some 3,300 records, the CBIB was originally intended to include
all known existing primary and secondary documentation concerning the Khmer Rouge.
The subsequent discovery by DC-Cam of very large collections of previously unknown
primary documents rendered this impossible in the short term. Eventually, DC-Cam
aspires to create a computer database encompassing all of the materials in the DC-Cam
archives. This would entail a database with tens of thousands of records, and obviously
that is an enormous, long-term undertaking. It is also an undertaking for which adequate
resources currently do not exist. We do not have sufficient numbers of appropriately
trained staff, computing equipment, workspace, or funding to do all of these things
simultaneously. We have therefore been forced to make difficult choices.

There have been additional complications as well. Yale University informed DC-Cam
that it regards the existing version of the CBIB as a copyrighted, proprietary product and
that this product is the exclusive property of Yale University. In view of the fact that the
Cambodian Genocide Program (CGP) was scheduled to be phased out of existence
sometime in 2001, DC-Cam found it necessary to engage in protracted negotiations with
Yale University concerning the conditions under which it would be possible for DC-Cam
to incorporate the information in the existing version of the Bibliographic Database into a
larger, longer-term project which aims to comprehensively catalogue DC-Cam holdings.

We have achieved agreement in principle with Yale University on this issue and now
await approval of the final text by the Yale General Counsel. DC-Cam will continue to
pursue this matter with Yale University, as we are determined to find a solution that will
best serves the interests of justice and history for the Cambodian people.
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Future Documentation Work at DC-Cam

Between 1995 and 1999, the Documentation Center of Cambodia catalogued
approximately 155,000 pages of primary Khmer Rouge documents and more than 6,000
photographs. These catalogues have been entered into computer databases, and are
disseminated to interested users via web sites and CD’s, as per the original Cooperative
Agreement between Yale University and the US Department of State.

As discussed above, DC-Cam has catalogued vast amounts of archival material and
entered much of it into the CBIB and CBIO databases. However, this mammoth effort has
barely scratched the surface of the Documentation Center’s holdings. The bulk of the
Center’s archives have not yet been catalogued, including nearly 30,000 more
photographs, more than 400,000 additional pages of documents, and numerous additional
items of historical and legal interest. A very rough estimate of the un-catalogued items
currently on hand is:

I. Photographs : 28,600 items

2. Negatives and Slides : 7,000 items

3. Videotapes ¢ 157 items

4. Audiotapes : 202 items

5. Maps : 150 items

6. S-21 Primary Documents : 6,000 pages

7. Miscellaneous Primary Documents (mostly KR) : 330,000 pages

8. Oral History Collection (Buddhists and Chams) : 11,500 pages

9. CDC Collection Secondary Documents : 42,800 pages

10. Miscellaneous Secondary Documents ¢ 1,750 documents
11. Renakse : 1,783 documents
12. Lon Nol Dossier : 8,691 documents
13. Khmer Rouge after 1979 : 16,000 pages

14. Khmer Rouge Notebooks : 386 books

This backlog of un-catalogued materials continues to grow on a daily basis, as newly
uncovered material is acquired.

DC-Cam is devising a work plan for the next five years, during which we intend to
complete the cataloguing of this backlog of materials, while preparing for a substantial
level of new acquisitions as well. We aim to prioritize materials that have greater
potential relevance to an accountability process for leaders of the Khmer Rouge, who may
be prosecuted by a tribunal in the near future. We intend to process such materials on an
expedited basis so as to assist the accountability process.

Several presently unpredictable factors will impact the particulars of our forward-looking
work plan, though we are taking active measures to reduce this uncertainty. One factor is
the rate of acquisition of new primary materials, which continues to be high. A second
factor is the case of use of our information systems, which we believe could be
significantly improved. A third factor concerns use of Yale University’s existing
“Cambodian Genocide Data Bases”©, which we are now discussing with Yale
University. Reduction of the uncertainty regarding these factors will permit us to devise a
more specific implementation plan for the coming five years. Our current plan is
provided on the following page.
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The roughly 400,000 pages of un-catalogued materials in the DC-Cam archives include
some 91,500 pages of new biographical materials on Khmer Rouge cadres; these
materials must be incorporated into the CBIO. In addition, we have some 137,000 pages
of Khmer Rouge bibliographical materials as well as 70,000 pages from the work of the
People Republic Kampuchea (PRK)’s Research Committee on the Genocide from 1979-
1983 to be incorporated into the CBIB. In the course of this work, the size of the existing
databases will be increased by a factor of from three to five. We believe that this
expansion of the existing databases should be undertaken in the context of a major
redesign of our existing database systems, moving the data to a new platform that is both
more programmer-friendly and user-friendly.

We are currently evaluating our options regarding precisely how we will proceed with the
information systems migration.  This evaluation entails both technical and legal
considerations. DC-Cam is negotiating with Yale University about how we can continue
to enhance the existing “Cambodian Genocide Data Bases”© in the wake of the CGP’s
termination in 2001. We believe that the past collaborative work between the CGP and
DC-Cam should be leveraged in DC-Cam’s future work. We believe it is essential to
continue to construct a suite of integrated and comprehensive databases, rather than to
have one set based on what was accomplished during the tenure of the CGP and another
based on what is accomplished by DC-Cam after the CGP ceased operations.

The outcome of our negotiations with Yale will be significant for our planning. But
should Yale elect to strictly interpret its rights under intellectual property law and decline
to permit the merger of the existing databases with the results of future DC-Cam efforts,
we can still achieve our goals. In this event, the best option would be to reassemble the
data currently incorporated in the biographical and other databases from original primary
sources, thus avoiding copyright issues.

Meanwhile, we will continue to catalogue primary documents and other data based on our
existing documentation strategy and information systems architecture; the details of this
strategy are described in detail in our 1999/2000 Annual Report. At the same time, we
will continue to study our options for adapting to a post-CGP era, in which many of the
services Yale University previously provided are no longer available. In anticipation of
this major change in our strategic operating environment, we have been preparing since
1997 to cope smoothly with the phase-out of the CGP. This has involved cultivating
international research partners at other academic institutions around the world and
developing access to services and expertise from other organizations.
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DATA ENTRY STRATEGY PLAN
'FOR COMPLETION OF THE CBIO
(2002 - 2005)

Step 1: Keying Khmer information from worksheets into the database and checking of
duplicate records. (January - October 2002)

Step 2: Translating from Khmer into English in the computerized database.
(February 2002 - April 2003)

Step 3: Checking information in worksheets against the original documents.
(November 2002 — March 2003)

Step 4: Adding more information and editing the Khmer spelling in computerized
database against worksheets. (4pril 2003 — November 2003)

Step 5: Translating additional information and editing the English spelling in
computerized database. (May 2003 — April 2004)

Step 6: Overall checking and editing the Khmer spelling for the additional information in
database. (December 2003 — June 2004)

Step 7: Overall translating and editing the English spelling for the additional information
in database. (May 2004 — February 2005)

Step 8: Overall checking of the Khmer and English spelling in the entire of Database,
representing the final step. (July — December 2005)
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THE RESEARCH PROJECT

DC-Cam’s Research Project reflects our mandate to compile important historical
evidence about the Khmer Rouge regime. Helping the survivors of the Khmer Rouge era
learn what happened to their loved ones and communities, and helping them to
understand how and why those tragedies occurred, is the only way to heal their sense of
being held hostage by the past. Research may also facilitate an eventual accounting for
some of the crimes of the Democratic Kampuchea regime. When the survivors know who
committed abuses against their families and that justice is being sought, they will be free
to move on with a sense that the nation in which they live is finally governed by law.

Our research work serves the interests of memory and justice. It will assist in building a
foundation for the rule of law and genuine national reconciliation, which in turn are
prerequisites for sustainable economic and social advancement. We have completed three
research projects thus far—a paper discussing the treatment of Chams at Tuol Sleng
Prison (S-21), entitled “Oukoubah” (based on a term from the Holy Koran meaning
“justice”); a paper analyzing the testimony of young Khmer Rouge comrades at S-21,
entitled “Victims and Perpetrators?”; and a paper on the treatment of women under the
DK regime, entitled “*Women as Instruments for Social Change.” Two of these are
currently being translated, and the third will be translated shortly. Additional studies are
underway relating to the Vietnamese under the DK government, Northeastern Hill-tribes,
a pre-DK study, and research on genocide memorials in Cambodia. The first two of these
projects are nearing completion. Further research studies are being planned on a variety
of topics—the Khmer Kampuchea Krom during the DK era, the Khmer Rouge military
structure, the DK prison system, Chams in Krauch Chhmar District, Nurses and Health
Care in the Khmer Rouge period, and the lives of Cambodian children between 1975-79.

It is a goal of DC-Cam to train a generation of young Cambodians to produce valuable
research, and ultimately to publish books on par with international scholarly standards.
During 2001, we made meaningful progress toward that goal, and our research
documentation series has given us an excellent start. DC-Cam’s Research Project aims to
serve the following purposes:

e to serve as resource on the history of the Democratic Kampuchea regime;

e to produce scholarly publications, generate scholarly exchange, catalyze
training, and create internships;

e to provide a cross-check on and confirmation of Khmer Rouge primary
documents; and

e to provide a broader overall understanding of the Democratic Kampuchea
regime.

DC-Cam's Research Methodology

Given the experience levels of DC-Cam researchers, we do not strictly apply the standard
methodology of social science research, involving the formulation and testing of
inductive or deductive hypotheses. Rather, our research strategy is to comb primary and

secondary sources and to conduct interviews with Khmer Rouge victims and perpetrators,
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aiming to assemble a thorough empirical record of data which can then be analyzed by
more experienced senior scholars. It takes a great deal of time, training and experience to
produce sophisticated theoretical analyses, but we hope that over time, our own
researchers increasingly will be able to carry out studies of the more analytical variety.

Cambodian schools do not yet inculcate a culture of learning that respects individual
critical thinking and writing. Aspiring Cambodian scholars also face a severe lack of
library resources, both in quantity and quality. The kind of liberal education and broad
curricula that routinely encourage academic excellence is therefore presently out of reach
in Cambodia. We therefore understand why scholars such as Dr. Craig Etcheson
conclude that under present circumstances, it is impossible to expect our researchers to
produce publishable studies in a mere one-year timeframe. Dr. Steve Heder has likewise
concluded that the efforts of our researchers would be most wisely engaged in producing
field reports. We humbly wish to challenge these conclusions. We thank the British
Embassy, especially Ambassador HM George Edgar, for giving us support and
understanding in our efforts to demand the most from our young researchers. The
documentation research series has required more time than originally anticipated, and our
funders have been patient in allowing our researchers a chance to mature. ReddBarna,
The Netherlands, and Norway have also given us greatly appreciated support.

DC-Cam has also been carrying out a broad program of oral history. All interviews are
structured to begin with very general questions, such as “what happened to you before
and during the Pol Pot time?” The DC-Cam field research policy is based upon
experience that has demonstrated the importance of avoiding leading questions. We seek
to uncover individual responsibility and command responsibility for genocide, war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and the first elements of these crimes are revealed in the
survivors’ stories. Our interview methodology attempts to penetrate every possible detail
that an interviewee can remember concerning what that person observed during the DK
regime. However, our researchers are discouraged from asking such questions until an
interviewee has told all he or she is able to remember without being prompted. Our
researchers are cautioned to confirm how an interviewee knows what he or she asserts,
whether it is through first-hand experience or through rumor, but to ask such questions in
a way that is not threatening to the interviewee.

For purposes of security, logistics and reporting, researchers fill out a research trip
checklist and a result form, entries of which include the number of interviews, names of
interviewees, time, place, tapes used, photos, negatives, materials obtained, and a content
summary. Trips during the rainy season are discouraged. DC-Cam possesses a research
trip authorization from the Ministry of Interior, which is helpful when researchers require
local police escorts to travel in remote areas. Village chiefs usually are the best sources
for local information and contact data.

Research Project Resulfs

The following section describes the progress of the DC-Cam research project over the
years leading up to and including 2001:

« A final product resulting from DC-Cam’s research project is its publication. With
the completion of several research papers and translations of the papers and other
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selected Khmer Rouge documents, DC-Cam will publish a series of papers and
translations by the end of 2002.

Translations include books authored by non-DC-Cam researchers (1-4) as well as
selected Khmer Rouge documents (5-6). Our documentation series comprises
monographs dealing with specific topics and authored by DC-Cam researchers (7-
28). Besides the translations and documentation series, DC-Cam is also
publishing books on topics related to genocide, war crimes, and crimes against
humanity under the Khmer Rouge regime.

The recently published research paper entitled “Victims and Perpetrators?: The
Testimony of Young Khmer Rouge Comrades,” by Meng-Try Ea and Sorya Sim of
the Documentation Center of Cambodia, is a quality sample of our research and
publication project. The other projects currently in process include:

Translations by DC-Cam

1) Voices From S-21, 250 pages in Khmer

2) Brother Enemy, 400 pages in Khmer

3) First They Killed My Father, 400 pages in Khmer

4) Anne Frank Diary, 350 pages in Khmer

5) KR Telegrams and Minutes of the Standing Committee, 800 pages in English
6) KR Telegrams and Minutes of the Standing Committee, 1,200 pages in Khmer

Documentation Series by DC-Cam

7) Oukoubah (Genocide Justice by Holy Koran), 130 pages in English
8) Oukoubah (Genocide Justice by Holy Koran), 300 pages in Khmer
9) The Cham Rebellion, 130 pages in English

10)  The Cham Rebellion, 200 pages in Khmer

11)  Child Cadres and the KR Education at Tram Kak, 130 pages in English
12) - Child Cadres and the KR Education at Tram Kak, 200 pages in Khmer
13)  Khmer Rouge Nurse, 130 pages in English

14)  Khmer Rouge Nurse, 200 pages in Khmer

15)  Hill-tribes under the Khmer Rouge Regime, 130 pages in English
16)  Hill-tribes under the Khmer Rouge Regime, 200 pages in Khmer
17)  Pochendam Village Vietnamese Families, 130 pages in English

18)  Pochendam Village Vietnamese Families, 200 pages in Khmer

19)  Military System and Operation: Division 703, 130 pages in English
20)  Military System and Operation: Division 703, 200 pages in Khmer
21)  Khmer Rouge Prison System, 130 pages in English

22)  Khmer Rouge Prison System, 200 pages in Khmer

23)  Mapping The Killing Fields Report 2000, 150 pages in English

24)  Mapping The Killing Fields Report 2000, 250 pages in Khmer

25) A Vietnamese Communist General, 200 pages in English

26) A Vietnamese Communist General, 300 pages in Khmer

27)  Khmer Rouge Biographies, 90 in English

28)  Khmer Rouge Biographies, 120 in Khmer
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Participation in National Research Congress

In early November 2001, several of our researchers joined in a National Socio-
cultural Research Congress on Cambodia at the Royal University of Phnom Penh,
the fourth of the forum’s annual series. The primary goal of this annual forum is
to encourage and develop research in higher education institutions and other
research institutes in Cambodia. It also aims to provide local and international
researchers with the opportunity to exchange information, knowledge, and
experiences for a better future Cambodia for the new era of globalization.

DC-Cam researchers presented papers to the forum concerning the crimes of the
Khmer Rouge between 1975-1979. DC-Cam researcher Osman Ysa presented his
paper: ‘Rebellion of the Cham in Krauch Chmar District against the Khmer
Rouge’; Meng-try Ea spoke on: ‘Security Prison System under the Democratic
Kampuchea Regime’: Vannak Huy gave: ‘Victory and Failure of the Democratic
Kampuchea Regime’; Sokhym Em informed the congress about: ‘Women Medical
Workers in Tram Kak District, Takeo Province under the Democratic Kampuchea
Regime’; and Keokannitha Kim presented his research on: ‘Children Tram Kak
District, Takeo Province under the Democratic Kampuchea Regime’. DC-Cam’s
mass grave mapping team was represented by Pongracy Pheng presented a
summary of the work accomplished by the Mapping Project (see next section).
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THE MAPPING PROJECT

The year 2001 was the seventh year of DC-Cam’s Mass Grave Mapping Project. This
season, DC-Cam mapping teams completed missions to 18 of Cambodia’s 21 provinces.
From 1995 until the present, DC-Cam mapping teams have visited 150 out of a total of
170 districts throughout Cambodia. In the course of this work, we have mapped 343
genocide sites (19,440 mass graves). 167 prisons and 77 memorials. Prisons, execution
centers and mass graves from the Khmer Rouge era are being systematically surveyed
and entered into a digital mapping database. The mapping reports compiled by DC-Cam
in the course of this work constitute the most comprehensive resource ever assembled on
the mechanism of the Khmer Rouge mass murder.

This data includes not only geographical coordinates obtained using the Global
Positioning System (GPS), but also statistics on the number of mass grave pits, bodies
and memorials, as well as witness accounts, photographic documentation and other
information. Some of the digital maps constructed with the GPS data are available
through the DC-Cam web-site <http:/welcome.to/dccam> via links to the mapping
databases hosted at hup://www.yale.edu/cgp/cgdb/cgdbmain.htm  and  http://www-
cgp.sistm.unsw.edu.au.

As in previous years’ mapping work, there was a depressing uniformity in this year's
work: witnesses testify to torture and murder on an astounding scale, and remains of mass
graves and former Khmer Rouge prisons provide their own mute testimony, littering the
countryside as physical evidence of these crimes. It happened everywhere, and it
happened in much the same way across the country. This confirms that the Khmer Rouge
terror was both massive and systematic, which meets one of the key criteria in the
definition of crimes against humanity.

The Mass Grave Mapping Project has evolved into one of the most complex — and one of
the most revealing — efforts undertaken by DC-Cam to understand the extent of the
devastation caused by the Khmer Rouge regime. When we began this work in 1995, we
had little notion of how widespread and systematic was the Khmer Rouge system of
interrogation and execution centers. Over the course of this project, we have come to
understand that these execution centers were the focus of the mass killing during the
Khmer Rouge regime, and that the entire system was sanctioned and centrally controlled
by the regime. The sites being mapped in this work are literally the physical locus of the
Cambodian genocide. But with their continuing deterioration over time, the physical
genocide sites are gradually disappearing. DC-Cam’s Mapping Project thus plays a
crucial role in preserving the factual details of every single genocide site investigated,
serving as an important source both for historical research and legal inquiry.

2001 Mapping Project Activities

We visited most of the districts in the provinces that remained from the mapping
plan in 2000. During 2001, our mapping teams visited 18 provinces, collecting
mapping data at sites not yet visited before, as well as newly-discovered sites in each of
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those provinces. In total, we have been to 136 sites in 64 districts, including 29 districts
that we had not previously visited.

Our teams still have not yet visited genocide sites in Preah Vihear province, Uddar
Meanchey province, and several districts of Siem Reap province due to land mine
dangers. We have contacted Cambodian Mine Action Center and are now awaiting the
proper time to carry out field trips to these areas.

DC-Cam recently received an updated mass grave map from Ms. Nereida Cross of
UNSW, but unfortunately we have been unable to utilize this new computerized
mapping facility as effectively as we wish. The new version consolidates data from
1995 to 1999. However, there are still more details to be added to the new consolidated
map, including legends. We also need to create a new tool to enable multiple displays of
different map versions. Presently, we can show only a genocide site map based on the
1999 data alone, or a combined map showing all the data collected between 1995 and
1999. It is desirable to incorporate more flexibility into the system. The new map also
demands specific skills that had not been previously required to operate the
mapping application package. However, with technical assistance from Cambodian
Geographic and Mapping Department, we have been able to work on the
modification and development of our maps.

We are designing a Cambodia Genocide Site map to replace the controversial
“skull map” at the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum. We recently finalized this map,
and soon we expect it to be on permanent display in Tuol Sleng.

The transcription of all mapping interview cassettes from 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1999 has
just been completed, and the transcription of tapes from 1998 and 2000 is in progress. All
of the transcripts have been typed into a computer. Next we will need to print them out
and organize the text. We have translated the original 1999 Khmer mapping reports into
English. With financial support from the UK, the 1999 Khmer and English mapping
reports were recently sent to a printing house for publication. We anticipate that this
publication will be ready early in 2002. DC-Cam wishes to publish the full set of mapping
reports compiled from 1995 to 2000 when full funding becomes available.

Future Tasks of the Mapping Project

A great deal of work remains to be done before the mapping of Cambodia’s Killing Fields
is complete. Much work remains in certain provinces, and in many districts that have
already been partially surveyed, there remain sub-districts that have not yet been mapped.
In many of those sub-districts, we already have preliminary information about possible
mass gravesites, some of which are reported to be quite large. Many of these un-surveyed
areas are in the most remote and inaccessible locations in Cambodia, a country known for
difficulty of transport.

Some of these areas are also quite dangerous, due to a variety of hazards including
malarial jungles, unmarked minefields, bandits and armed “former” Khmer Rouge who
sometimes appear unenthusiastic about this type of research. The last miles to be
traversed by the mass grave mapping teams will be especially difficult.
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Moreover, once all the mapping data has finally been compiled, DC-Cam will face the
final and perhaps most difficult phase of the work, forensic examination of a selected
sample of the mass-grave sites. This will be necessary to add additional scientific
confirmation concerning the identity and causes of death of the victims in these graves, in
order to augment the evidence already collected through physical inspection of the sites
by the mapping teams, the testimony of local witnesses, and the wealth of information
discovered in the archives of the Khmer Rouge secret police, the Santebal.

Through the Mass Grave Mapping Project, DC-Cam has helped to ensure that the truth
about the magnitude of Khmer Rouge evil can be known to Cambodians and to the world.
This project has also helped to ensure that those who attempt to deny the truth about the
Khmer Rouge genocide will not prevail in civilized debate. We are moving from the day
when the Cambodian people feared the Khmer Rouge, to a new time when the Khmer
Rouge must fear that if they are ever brought to justice for these catastrophic crimes, the
potential evidence to secure their convictions will be overwhelming. For all who would
deny that the Khmer Rouge ruthlessly killed innocent Cambodians on a massive scale, the
historical evidence unearthed by DC-Cam through our digging in the "Killing Fields"
provides a devastating and incontrovertible rebuttal.

SRNCIRNIGHEYS
~ ~ e

Mapping of the Killing Fields of Cambodia: 1975-1979
2001 Data:  Genocide Memorial 77; Prison 167;
Mass-graves: 19,440 (343 killings sites).
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THE PROMOTING ACCOUNTABILITY PROJECT

Discovering History and Potential Evidence

The absence of any concerted attempt to stage a legal accounting for the crimes of the
Khmer Rouge era has to some degree hindered efforts to preserve information that could
serve as potential evidence against former leaders of the Khmer Rouge. Fortunately, DC-
Cam and other institutions and individuals have dedicated themselves to gathering
evidence of Khmer Rouge atrocities. These historical records represent major sources of
potential evidence against former DK leaders and thus help to pave the way for
prosecutions. DC-Cam has been at the forefront of this investigation and now holds the
most complete collection of potential evidentiary materials against the Khmer Rouge.
Our potential evidence takes documentary, physical and audio-visual forms. Numerous
interviews of survivors of and participants in the Khmer Rouge regime have also been
conducted in order to capture the experiences of the Cambodian people during this era. In
addition, as noted above, a mapping project has located mass graves and former execution
centers.

DC-Cam has discovered and preserved a large quantity of documents and photographs
potentially relevant to the culpability of the Khmer Rouge. Much of this documentary
material consists of internal memoranda and correspondence of the Khmer Rouge regime
that implicates particular DK leaders in serious human rights atrocities. Many of these
documents were acquired only recently, and DC-Cam continues to search for more. In
1998, the United Nations Group of Experts reviewed and evaluated these materials and
concluded that sufficient evidence exists to support prosecutions of Khmer Rouge leaders
for the most serious crimes under international and Cambodian law. In fact, the
Cambodian military court and the defense lawyers for Ta Mok and Duch have already
utilized the materials held at DC-Cam.

At this time, additional funds are needed to continue the gathering of potential evidence.
Significant caches of documents remain in the hands of overseas academics, former
Khmer Rouge cadre and others elsewhere in America, Europe and Asia. Additional
documents are also frequently discovered in Cambodia, as new torture centers are located.
DC-Cam anticipates that research trips will have to be conducted in Cambodia, Vietnam,
Thailand and potentially further abroad. In addition, DC-Cam researchers must continue
memorializing the testimony of the survivors of the Khmer Rouge era.

Preparing Potential Evidence for a Legal Accounting

In preparation for a foreseeable legal accounting, DC-Cam launched a documentation
project to code, catalogue and analyze Khmer Rouge documents. This task aims to render
DC-Cam’s materials easily accessible to a future tribunal, its prosecution and defense
counsel, and members of the public. DC-Cam has also translated into English many
documents deemed by the Director and his legal advisors to be of utmost importance. Of
course, the DC-Cam staff intends to translate additional materials as necessary. It is
crucial that these primary source materials be properly preserved and translated. Not only
do these materials describe much of the history of the heinous acts committed by the
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Khmer Rouge, but they also constitute an invaluable collection of potential evidence that
can be brought to bear in seeking justice for alleged crimes of the DK era.

DC-Cam will be a valuable resource for all those involved in a Khmer Rouge tribunal. Its
files and work will be open to the court, including domestic and international prosecution
and defense counsel, judges and lawyers. We also hope to make as much material as
possible publicly available to human rights organizations, the media, and officials of
interested governments. The primary focus of DC-Cam, however, will be intensifying its
work of gathering and authenticating documentary materials in order to ensure the
strongest possible factual basis for a trial.

For purposes of assisting and coordinating with the tribunal and all those involved in its
operations, DC-Cam intends to retain a small legal staff drawn from its past and current
volunteer legal advisors. In addition, DC-Cam continues to solicit volunteers from
talented applicants around the world. The Center regularly receives applications from
interested lawyers and law students in Europe, Asia, Australia, and North America. Past
volunteers and applicants have come from many top international universities, law firms
and nonprofit organizations.

DC-Cam stands ready to assist the court in translating documents and utilizing DC-Cam’s
catalog system. DC-Cam has maintained scrupulous records that trace — to the extent
possible given the passage of time — the chain of custody of all the documents available
in the archives. Drawing on its extensive experience in this regard, the DC-Cam will also
maintain responsibility for storing and handling fragile and deteriorating documents. To
meet the needs of the anticipated Khmer Rouge trial, DC-Cam has been preparing four
classes of evidentiary materials.

1. Dossiers on Victims

From the beginning of our work, we have classified certain materials as “At-Risk
Documents.” These are materials that we believe to have particularly high potential value
as probative evidence of individual criminal responsibility. Out of a total of 935 files
comprising more than 40,000 pages of Khmer text, 106 dossiers totaling 6,418 pages have
been compiled for their apparent probative value. Working with international consultants,
the DC-Cam staff has analyzed 106 different cases illustrative of the crimes committed
during the Democratic Kampuchea regime. Each of the 106 dossiers is a file on an
individual victim or a group of victims, containing names and signatures of both victims
and interrogators, and names of the important Khmer Rouge leaders involved in the case.
These files were selected from the bibliographic collection of the DC-Cam archives,
including those dealing with confessions of Khmer Rouge prisoners at the Tuol Sleng
prison.

2. Personally Incriminating Documents
Twenty-one members of the DC-Cam staff, led by Mr. Dara P. Vanthan, together with
DC-Cam volunteers, completed the task of organizing documents that appear to be

particularly incriminating of certain individuals. In carrying out this task, they went
through our archives to identify relevant information on key individuals in the Khmer
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Rouge leadership. As a result, they collected and compiled information totaling 5,922
pages relating to the following individuals in the Khmer Rouge leadership (or on
individuals otherwise associated with events during the Khmer Rouge regime):

Pol Pot: 333 pages

leng Sary: 936 pages

Nuon Chea: 437 pages
Khieu Samphan: 254 pages
Son Sen: 969 pages

leng Thirith: 17 pages

Ke Pauk: 20 pages

Ta Mok: 1,179 pages
Chan: 1,261 pages

Hor: 303 pages

Him Huy: 63 pages

. Pon: 28 pages

m. Pon, Him, Huy and Hor: 26 pages

—FTIE TR M0 a0 o

We have not carried out any analysis of the information we collected on these individuals.
We simply compiled the relevant information and classified it according to time periods
and the respective individuals concerned. Among the materials we have examined in this
process are files containing minutes of the Khmer Rouge Standing Committee Meetings,
documents related to Lon Nol regime, Khmer Rouge “Telegram™ files reporting routine
activities to and from the Khmer Rouge lower and top levels, and various other files.

Further targets singled out for creation of dossiers include Duch and Sao Phim. In
addition, we are also assembling dossiers on Chou Chet, Phouk Chhay, Yun Yat, Men
San and Moul Sambath, who were candidate members of the Standing Committee of the
Communist Party.

Educating the Public about the Justice Process

It is axiomatic that justice must not only be done, it must also be seen as having been
done. Both of the existing ad hoc international tribunals have been justly criticized for
not being adequately accessible to the survivors of the genocides in the former
Yugoslavia and Rwanda. The future Khmer Rouge tribunal will have the benefit of being
located within the affected country. DC-Cam believes that the public needs to be closely
informed of the tribunal’s progress in order for the tribunal to help heal the wounds
within Cambodian society left by the Khmer Rouge era. DC-Cam hopes to serve as a key
source of information regarding the trials for the Khmer Rouge’s victims, both in
Cambodia and abroad.

DC-Cam intends to launch an educational campaign by disseminating the work of the
tribunal through the vehicles of a monthly magazine and a website. This project is in
keeping with one of the U.N. Group of Experts’ principal recommendations, which states
that it is necessary to “arrange for the unfettered dissemination of the proceedings™ of the
tribunal in Cambodia.
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1. Disseminating Legal Reports and Materials

We began compiling legal materials during 1995 in conjunction with our first training
seminar on international law, organized by Yale University in conjunction with DC-Cam.
Among this collection of materials are international laws and conventions relating to
genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. Since then, we have compiled a total
of 259 legal files of this sort. They can serve as study materials useful to students, as well
as to lawyers who may wish to build legal cases addressing crimes committed during the
Democratic Kampuchea regime between 1975-1979. DC-Cam has also finalized a legal
report dealing with the issue of “command responsibility” for Khmer Rouge atrocities
during the Democratic Kampuchea regime.

2. Legal Training

We are in the process of re-establishing our 1995-1996 legal training project in
international law, with assistance of Yale, Harvard, Oxford, and Columbia Universities.
This extension of the legal training project carried out at DC-Cam five years ago aims not
only to enhance the professional depth of DC-Cam staff, but more importantly to reach
out to the Cambodian legal community. Our objective here is to bring legal practitioners
in Cambodia closer to international standards in the area of court administration, as well
as in prosecution and defense of crimes connected to international humanitarian law and
international criminal law.
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THE MAGAZINE PROJECT
“SEARCHING FOR THE TRUTH”

DC-Cam launched a magazine, Searching for the truth, to widespread plaudits on January
22, 2000. Our magazine is designed to help inform both the Cambodian people and our
international readership about life under the Khmer Rouge regime. Searching for the truth
also educates its readers about the justice process and ongoing preparations for a
prospective Khmer Rouge criminal tribunal. We have produced from 3,000 to 5,000
copies each of the first twenty-four Khmer-language issues, but we remain committed to
our original objective of publishing up to 40,000 copies per issue in both English and
Khmer.

The specific objectives of Searching for the truth are:

I.  to promote justice and accountability with respect to the crimes committed by
the Khmer Rouge regime between 1975-1979;

2. to educate the public about and contribute to the establishment of the rule of
law in Cambodia:

3. to inform the public about the Khmer Rouge judicial process and legal
procedures;

4. to provide the public with a better knowledge of the Khmer Rouge regime
based on Khmer Rouge documents held at DC-Cam and other institutions,
and of Khmer Rouge history based on scholarly writings and internally-
produced research papers;

5. to provide a forum for informed debate concerning the conduct of the Khmer
Rouge trial;

6. to disseminate legal information about international law and what is
happening internationally regarding other instances of war crimes, genocide
and other crimes against humanity; and

7. to provide information to DK survivors who are searching for information
about their loved ones lost during the Khmer Rouge regime.

Our monthly magazine features a variety of articles on different topics. Each issue
includes five sections, including (a) documentation work at DC-Cam; (b) history: (c)
legal analysis; (d) a public forum for debates; and (e) a family tracing column describing
the efforts of DC-Cam to locate information about missing family members from the
Khmer Rouge time.

The first column is prepared by the staff of DC-Cam and is based on primary Khmer
Rouge documents. Simply put, this section presents summarized text converted from the
original documents. The objective of this section is to make known to the public the
different kinds of documents held at DC-Cam.

The second column features articles concentrating on analysis of Khmer Rouge history.
Contributions to this section are provided by international experts on the Khmer Rouge,
and it aims to advance our general understanding of that history. This column also
provides materials for the preparation of a history textbook about the Khmer Rouge,

DC-Cam’s Annual Report 2001 21



which we plan to offer for inclusion in the Cambodian government’s public educational
curriculum in the future.

The third section features articles on legal analysis prepared by international lawyers,
judges, or other legal experts. The analysis in this section covers legal concepts, such as
what kinds of alleged crimes were committed during the Khmer Rouge era and what
kinds of accountability processes for each type of crime would provide real justice for the
victims.

The fourth section is a public forum for debates on issues related to the Khmer Rouge,
providing additional depth on relevant issues. The articles in this column are contributed
by non-governmental organizations, government officials, teachers, and students. The aim
in this section of the magazine is to encourage the general sharing of views, comments
and suggestions. Notwithstanding our open commitment to diverse ideas in this section,
contributions here must exhibit virtue, quality of education, and dignity. It is an "ideas
sharing column," one we hope will suggest solutions which provide justice, historical
illustrations to help heal psychological wounds, and knowledge that will contribute to
public education.

The fifth section of the magazine provides a window on DC-Cam’s tracing of victims’
family members who died or disappeared during the Pol Pot era. It is a column filled with
horrific and tragic pain but which aims to dispel lingering doubts and bring some measure
of relief from unbearable losses. The section also describes new lives after the Khmer
Rouge time. DC-Cam welcomes all requests by the public for family tracing, and this
section of the magazine assists in informing the population that this service is available.

“Searching for the truth” is distributed free of charge to Cambodians. So far, twenty-five
issues of the magazine have been published, and the public response from readers of all
kinds has been strongly supportive. This publication has been made possible with two
generous grants — one from the Royal Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Denmark,
and Sida (Sweden), and the other from CIDA (Canada). In short, DC-Cam’s magazine
provides discriminating information to members of the public in all walks of life, on the
basis of accuracy and truth. “The Truth™ is designed for every Cambodian citizen. It has
been established by Cambodians for the sake of Cambodians, and aims to help
Cambodians find real justice.

English-translated version of Searching for the truth

We have published the English Language version of Searching for the truth to serve the
interests of Cambodians abroad as well as international community who are concerned
about the matter of genocide justice in Cambodia. Copies of the English version of the
magazine went on sale at US$5 per copy in October 2001.

We plan to generate additional funding through these sales to help defray the expenses of
publishing the Khmer version, which is distributed free of charge to grass root leaders
around Cambodia. As the Khmer Rouge tribunal is anticipated to begin soon, an English-
language version of Searching for the truth is continuously requested by international
NGOs and other sources in the international community. The English translation of
Searching for the truth is funded by Sida (Sweden).
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