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Documentation Center of Cambodia
BAC/52

The interview with chief monk of Kampot province, Venerable Em Phoeung , 67, staying
in Chum Kreal village, Chum Kreal sub-district, Kampot district, Kampot province.
Date: Jan 14th, 2005
By: Ian Harris

Could you tell me your name?

I am Em Phoeung, chief monk of Kampot province.

How old are you?

I am 67.

What is the name of this pagoda?

Chum Kreal pagoda, Chum Kreal sub-district, Kampot district, Kampot province.
When did you first become the chief monk of province?

I was responsible for all monks in this province in 1981.

Were you ordained in this pagoda?

I was ordained in Ounalaom pagoda in Phnom Penh.

When was it?

In 1981.

Do you know what happened in this pagoda in Pol Pot time?

Salt workers were staying.

Who was Chao Athikar before 19757

Ke Sin.

Are there any photograph of him here?

Yes, there are in dinning hall.

When were monks first disrobed in this pagoda?

There were no monks in 1976.

Are there any monks living now who were living here before 1976?

No one.

So what happened to the monks who were living here before 1976?

All died.

What happened to the buildings, were they destroyed or remained?

No building remained just only this monk's dwelling place.

We heard that in other region of Kampot that monks were joined together to form
a monk unit to fight. Do you know anything about this story?

I never heard, they defrocked all. But there were in districts. They moved the
monks from the provincial town to the districts; there was a security chief
arranged this.

Have you ever heard of any monks who survived in robe in Pol Pot time?

I don’t know. I want to tell you that in Cambodia no one could hide and wear
robe. I myself left Phnom Penh in 1975 then he disrobed me soon after I arrived.
They had meeting with us and gave us a set of clothes, shoes and cotton scarf.
They said to do what they told. :
What did they say in the meeting?

They said no monk, no one free; every one had to work.
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He greeted "he was happy that the liberated army saved the country".

Why did they kept those 20 monks? Because they were connected with Lon Nol
regime.

I don’t know but I think they used them as shield.

When did you reordain?

I reordained in 1980.

After you were disrobed, did the Khmer Rouge try to force you to get married?
They forced me but I refused.

Were they angry?

The people in that villages have known me well since I was young. First, they told
those cadres that "do not treat him badly because we know him since he was
young". Second, it was my luck, they arranged me to marry but I told them "I
should not have wife because we have rice, hospital are belonged to Angkar so
that we don’t have any difficulty. I needn't wife because I have no time to care her
as I worked every day". Then they never interrupted me, they said I am right.
Who was your Oppachhea?

I was ordained in Takeo in 1980.

What is his name?

Chan Sang. In 1981, I was reordained in Qunalaom.

Why were two ordination?

Because we listened the principle of the Front for raising the religion so who
wanted to become monk entered monk hood in 1980. There were lots of monks at
that time so the National Front for Salvation managed in good order by releasing
constitution and reordained monks in Phnom Penh.

Who could be reordained?

For who are over 50 and former monks.

Who was the Opphachhea?

Supreme patriarch Tep Vong.

How many monks were reordained?

From all the provinces.

How many?

There were many. There were 7 or 3 from each province.

When did you become the Mekong of this province?

In 1981, I was called chief monks. We called supreme patriarch as the chief monk
of the center. Then in 1993, I was nominated as Mekon Khet.

Has this pagoda always been the pagoda of Mekon before 19757

It is not like that, it depends on. I like staying here since 1981. In Lon Nol time,
Keo Sine was staying here. In 1975, Khmer Rouge killed him.

Do you know the detail of his death?

I don’t know even if people but we know KR killed him.

After 1979 in this province, what happened to Thomayuth pagoda?

After 1979, there was only one kind of monk.

But now are there many Thomayuth pagodas?

There are 8 pagodas. Thomayuth happened after the king entered the country.
Thank you very much for your spending time with me.



