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An anti-public education Khmer Rouge slogan stated “there are no diplomas, only
diplomas one can visualize. If you wish to get a Baccalaureate, you have to get it
at dams or canals.” Another stated “Study is not important. What's important is
work and revolution.” As a result, formal schools were totally prohibited under the
Khmer Rouge’s dictatorial and murderous rule. The regime turned public schools
and pagodas into prisons, stables and warehouses.

Tuol Sleng prison, also known by its code name of “S-21," was created on the
former grounds of Chao Ponhea Yat high school, originally constructed in 1962.
The Khmer Rouge converted the school into the most secret of the country’s 196
prisons. Most of the prisoners taken to Tuol Sleng were Khmer Rouge cadres
accused of largely fictitious acts of treason, such as collaborating with foreign
governments, or spying for the CIA or KGB. Typically the entire family an accused
traitor would be imprisoned. Most often, prisoners had no knowledge of the
charges against them when arrested, but they were tortured until they confessed
whatever crimes they had been accused of. After having confessed, each
prisoner was marked for execution.

Experts estimate that somewhere between 14,000 and 20,000 people were held
at Tuol Sleng and executed. Only seven known prisoners survived after the Khmer
Rouge regime collapsed.The Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia
(ECCC) held that at least 12,273 prisoners passed through Tuol Sleng in its trial
judgment against former Tuol Sleng commander Kaing Guek Eav alias Duch.
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Genocide Museum, which was opened to the public in 1980. Within the first few Cambodian Ministry of Education Youth and Sport (MoYES).

months of its opening, over 300,000 locals and 11,000 foreigners visited the
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currently, approximately 250 people visit on an average day. Many Cambodian
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disappeared under the Khmer Rouge.
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degradation, Tuol Sleng has never reclaimed its original status. However, in the
future, in order to reclaim the positive, educational heritage of Tuol Sleng and add SCHEDULEF VENUE

an educational element to the museum, a classroom has been created to provide Wednesday Building A, 2nd floor, 3rd room
free lectures and discussions on the history of the Khmer Rouge regime and 9am-10am
related issues, such as the ECCC. The classroom will also serve as a public
platform for visitors and survivors to share information and preserve an _
important period of Cambodian history for future generations to learn from. ;rlday ,
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